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https://griid.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/betsy-devos-investmentstrustee-or-director.pdf 

https://griid.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/betsy-devos-investmentstrustee-or-director.pdf






DeVos Family Foundations
Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation 
Doug & Maria DeVos Foundation 
Dan & Pamela DeVos Foundation 

CDV5 Foundation 
DeVos Family Foundation

What the DeVos Foundations Fund
Religious Right Groups 
Pro-Capitalist entities 

Education orgs and Schools 
DeVos-created groups 

Social Service orgs/Hush Money 

Keystone Community Church 
Luis Palau Association 

Pregnancy Resource Center 
Partners Worldwide 

Right to Life MI 
Museum of the Bible 

Global Leadership Network

American Enterprise Institute 
Mackinac Center for Public Policy 

Acton Institute 
Defense of Freedom Institute for Policy Studies  

The Claremont Institute  
National Constitution Center  

Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce

GVSU 
Davenport University  

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Hope College 
Potters House  

Student Freedom Initiative  
Prager University Foundation 

GRPS Foundation 
Calvin 

Northwood University 
Alliance for Children Everywhere

Great Lakes Education Project 
Start Garden 

ArtPrize 
West Michigan Aviation Academy 

Corewell Health 
Grand Action 2.0 

Michigan Freedom Fund

Bethany Chrisitan Services 
ICCF 

Kids Food Basket 
Exalta Health 

Family Promise of Grand Rapids 
Housing Kent 

Women’s Resource Center

Collective DeVos Family 
Foundation assets  

as of 2024 
$210,676,597

https://app.candid.org/ 

https://app.candid.org/


4. It distracts us from the amount of money they 
spend on political campaigns to influence public 
policy.







DeVos Campaign Contributions 
Buying Electionstransparencyusa.org DeVos Family contrinuted 

$330,000 to  
5 Kent County position  

In 2024: 
Kent County Clerk 

Kent County Sheriff 
Kent County Treasurer 

Kent County Prosecutor 
Kent County Drain Commissioner

DeVos Family spent  
$12.7 million  
during the  

2020 Election 
and $12.3 million 

in 2022.

Since 1990, the DeVos Family has given more  
campaign money in Michigan 

than anyone else in the State - over $150 million. 

Top contributors in Michigan 2026 
2. Dan DeVos  $2,962,075.00 

3. Pam DeVos $2,508,325.00 

8. J.C. Huizenga  $748,300.00 

13. John C. Kennedy III  $421,275.00 

20. Maria & Doug DeVos  $287,500.00 

21. Suzanne Cheryl DeVos. $287,500.00 

24. Michael Jandernoa  $271,075.00 

27. Daniel Hibma  $264,850.00 

30. Hank Meijer. $250,000 

45. Nancy Kennedy. $203,825.00 

http://transparencyusa.org




















GR Adopted  2 ordinances to  
criminalize the unhoused







1916 
Grand Rapids 
City Charter 

Change -  
Initiated by the  

Furniture Barons

One Kent Coalition  
Tom Butcher (GVSU), Nyal Deems (former 
EGR mayor), Betsy DeVos, Dick DeVos, 

Jeanne Englehart (GR Chamber), David Frey 
(Grand Action), Kurt Kimball (former GR City 
Manager), David Leonard (Spectrum Health 

Corp.), Greg McNeilly (Windquest Corp.), 
Marge Potter (former Kent County Comm.), 

Jared Rodriguez (West Michigan Policy 
Forum), Milt Rohwer (Frey Foundation) Peter 

Secchia, Peter Wege, Kate Pew Wolters, 
Tim Wondergem and Andy Guy 

(Wondergem & Associates).

38 page draft to legislatively change the 
government structure in Kent County, to be a 

new metropolitan government to be 
 run by a CEO 

https://griid.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/draft-
of-one-kent-coalition-metropolitan-government-

legislative-proposal.pdf





From Sept. 8  - Sept. 29 
There were a total of 9 
Local election stories,  

While there was a  
Total of  

74 ArtPrize stories. 









https://griid.org/2024/08/19/understanding-the-gr-power-structure-part-vii-the-relationship-between-local-colleges-universities-and-systems-of-power-in-grand-rapids/ 

GVSU President Philomena Mantella also is 
involved in several of the organizations that I 

mentioned in Part IV of this series, such as the 
Right Place Inc., the Econ Club of Grand Rapids, 
and Grand Action 2.0. In addition, Diana Lawson, 
the Dean of the Seidman College of Business, sit 
on the Board of Directors for the Grand Rapids 

Chamber of Commerce. 

https://griid.org/2024/08/19/understanding-the-gr-power-structure-part-vii-the-relationship-between-local-colleges-universities-and-systems-of-power-in-grand-rapids/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philomena-mantella/overlay/about-this-profile/


Popular Guide to Wealth  
and Influence at GVSU 

https://griid.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/a-popular-guide-to-wealth-and-influence-at-gvsu.pdf
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Ways that faith institutions act as a buffer 
against systems of power and oppression: 

1. They remain passive or distracted from the  
injustices that occur every day in this city 

2. By engaging in Charity without ever challenging 
Structural injustices that people face. 

3. To take on causes, without ever taking  
the necessary risks involved to  

challenge systems of oppression. 

4. Practicing White Savior Politics. 3



Ways in which the Non-Profit  
Industrial Complex acts as a 

Buffer against systems of 
Power and Oppression 

First, non-profits take care of those who are struggling 
economically. Take care of them primarily means 
offering services or resources, but not addressing 

structural harm.  

The second buffer zone function of non-profits is to 
keep hope alive, which translates into connecting 

individuals and families to opportunities in the 
community to improve their economic standing, 

without questioning the wealth gap. 

The third function is to maintain a system of control. 
Non-profits do this consciously or unconsciously by 
discouraging people from getting organized and to 

make sure that they do not engage in socially 
disruptive acts.  

The fourth way is that they do not address 
the roots causes of social ills. Non-Profits  
end up perpetuating the systems of power 

and oppression.






