


“We do not need allies more devoted to order than to
justice. | hear a lot of talk these days about our direct
action talk alienating former friends. | would rather feel

they are bringing to the surface latent prejudices that are

already there. If our direct action programs alienate our
friends ... they never were really our friends.”

Dr. King 1964 highway shutdown




Goal(s)

What is it that we want to achieve!

Strategies

What plans we develop that can lead
to achieving our goals!

Tactics
Actions we take that implement our strategies!



Goal
Abolish ICE

Trainings/sKill sharing
Build community network of support
Develop analysis of US Immigration System
Education/MediaAwareness

Mobilize people to prevent ICE arrests
Accompaniment, Patrols, Sanctuary, Mutual Aid
Target private entities profiting from Immigration Industrial Complex
Target government entities that criminalize immigrants
Engage in popular education about ICE & US immigration policy
through handouts, workshops, presentation, digital media, etc



Apply what's been
learned in the world

Practise skills,
strateqgise, and plan

for action Start with the

experience and
knowledge of the
participants
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Challenge
unequal
_power relations

Add new informaton
and theory, linked 10
the patterns in what

peopie know

Identify patterns.



What is Direct Action?

Direct action means that we take collective action to
change our circumstances, without handing our
power to a middle person - politicians, cops, or any
authority figure/leaders.



Question - What do we do that is NOT Direct Action?

This gets people to think about stuff we do that is symbolic, performative
or works within systems of power and oppression.

% Minute exercise




Examples of Direct Action:

Radical Hospitality
Housing co-op
sanctuary
Community gardens
Food Go-ops

food preservation skill sharing




“I must confess that over the last few years | have been gravely
disappointed with the white moderate. | have almost reached
the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling
block in the stride toward freedom is not the White Citizens
Councillor or the Ku Klux Klanner but the white moderate who
IS more devoted to order than to justice; who prefers a negative
peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace
which is the presence of justice; who constantly says, "l agree
with you In the goal you seek, but | can't agree with your
methods of direct action”; who paternalistically feels that he
can set the timetable for another man's freedom; who lives by
the myth of time; and who constantly advises the Negro to wait
until a "more convenient season." Shallow understanding from
people of good will is more frustrating than absolute
misunderstanding from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance
IS much more bewildering than outright rejection.”

Dr. King - Letter from Birmingham Jail, 1963



Taxonomy of Action

Acts of Omission Acts of Commission — Confronting Power & Building Resistance
(political, social & economic non- I |
cooperation) . . : -
Indirect Action Direct Action
Sit-Ins & Walkouts (education, symbolic protest, lobbying) (actively confronting and dismantling power)

(Workers) i NN RN TN

Lobbying Protests & Education &  Support Work Capacity Building Direct Confrontation
Boycotts & Embargoes (to Power) Symbolic Acts Awareness Raising and Building  and Operation and Conflict

(Consumers & Buyers) (to public) (to public) Alternatives
I ’ (

Tax & Debt Refusal Petitions Fasting Propaganda Social Welfare Logistics & Communications
(taxpayers & debtors) Declarations Bearing Witness Agitation Mutual Aid and Safe Houses
Pressuring Lock downs Organizing Rallies  Support Systems Fundraising
et e Individuals Theater Food Systems Security Culture
Conscientious Objection & Groups Art & Spectacles  Alternative Healing  Research & Reconnaissance
(military & draftees) Off the grid work Coordination with Allies and Sponsors

Shunning & Excommunication

Obstruction and Property and
(community & society) Occupation Material Destruction
(nondestructive) (threats or acts)
Civil Disobedience , ,
o Reclamation and Violence Against Humans
(citizens) Expropriation (threats or acts)
Mutiny & Insubordination Land Seizure
(government & military) Liberation of Supplies & Equipment

Self-Defe Offensive
Withdrawal & Emigration —

(various) Increasing Risk Involved 5

i . -/ e eeeeeeeeeeeeeee———
Other Non-Cooperation Increasing Numbers of People Involved
(economic & social)



Political Direct Action examples:

(depending on # of participants you can always break into smaller groups to talk about the following tactics)
Have the group(s) come up with ideas of Direct Action using all of the tactics listed
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Disruptions

Street Theater

Creating a labor union
Work stoppage

Strike

Sit Ins

Road shutdown

Boycotis

Community Safety work
accompaniment
Rt T, e el Creating your own media
A, s S e S G Civil Disobedience
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Theater




July 4 parade protesters are acqultted

By C.T. Revere
The Grand Rapids Press

Three men arrested July 4 for at-
tempting to block the path of a U.S.
Army tank during Grand Rapids’
Independence Day parade were ac-
quitted Wednesday of misdemean-
or charges rising from the incident.

A Grand Rapids District Court

jury found Jeffrey Smith, Jeffrey
Danielski and Teofilo Reyes inno-
cent of charges that they blocked
Monroe Avenue as an Abrams tank
used during the Persian Gulf War
rolled along the parade route.

The three men, residents of
Koinonia House, a sanctuary for
the homeless and refugees at 424
LaGrave Ave. SE, rushed through a
crowd of spectators and attempted
to lie in mock death in front of the

PRESS PHOTO PAUL CROUSE
tank, which was leading a proces- 1¢0fil0 Reyes, left, Jeff Smith and Jeff Danielski say they were
sion of military vehicles. =~ protesting U.S. violations of international law.
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Contra Aid Protesters Hold Sit-in on Henry
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STOP FUNDING
THE DEATH SQUADS
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GRANICUS has a strateg ic-
Partnership W|th AWS’n- e 3
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GRANICUS also has
y contract with the -

= |ty of Grand Raplds.

BOYCOTT
SALVADORAN COFFEE

The White Hand ("Mano Blanco®) is the feared signature of the Salvadoran Death Squads
The hand above is from a photo of the front door of a siain peasant organizer
in Chalatenango Province.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR: 1-800-366-8289



LGBTO

People's History of Grand Rapids Proj‘£§
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‘Grand Rapids Institute for | : :
Information Democracy '

Searching For The
smoking Gun ;

for:
® Voting to provide Israel wlthcl’)g Military Aid, both the annval Loca' cove fage Of th e wa r i n !l’aq

$3.8 Billion and the supplemtal aid of $15.3 Billion
° Cowmplicity in the Israeli genocide of the Palestinians l \ f ’ 2 & &% l \ | r 1317
o Failure to call for a ceasefire in 6aza and oppose the il WIS
Israeli assault on Rafah .

v }’aklfng ?m;dlredls of ;housands in AIIPAG \:"l“mgl : " ‘ d

oting for legislation that equates antisemitism wit

eriticism o? Israel m eo c h a pte rs
Not supporting the student-led encampments -_—

Being complicit in the murder of 35000 Palestinians

Voted for a resolution saying the State of Israel is not
aracist or apartheid state

Rep. Scholten has Palestinian blood on her hands!

https://vimeo.com/139828747

https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/ehlers-book.pdf

https://vimeo.com/230113002?fl=pl&fe=vl



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwYJqI9ZJtQ
https://vimeo.com/139828747
https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/ehlers-book.pdf
https://vimeo.com/230113002?fl=pl&fe=vl

“As soon as you say the topic
is civil disobedience, you are
saying our problem is civil dis-
obedience. That is not our
problem.... Our problem is civil
obedience. Our problem is the
numbers of people all over the

world who have obeyed the
dictates of the leaders of their
government and have gone to
war, and millions have been
killed because of this
obedience.”

Howard Zinn




The Function of Civil Disobedience within Social Movements

To demonstrate the commitment of a particular struggle

To gauge the reaction from the system(s) of power that are being challenge
by the issue your movement is focused on - pushback or compromise.




Affinity Groups

AFFINITY x |
GROUPS\ )

ESSENTIAL BUILDING BLOCKS
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Preparing to get
arrested

1. Training and Role Playing

2. Deciding if it is right for you

3. Family/partner/friend support and conversation

4. Making necessary arrangements - work, family, etc
5. Write up why you are choosing to do CD



Arrest Process

1. Know Your Rights https://www.aclu.org/know-
our-rights/what-do-if-youre-stopped-police-

immigration-agents-or-fbi

2. Cooperation vs non-cooperation

3. dealing with cops

4. cuffing, placing in police cruiser, intake at jalil,
questioning, frisking, booking, 1 phone call,
food, no privacy, social worker - encountering
the Prison Industrial Complex




Arrest support - jail solidarity
and legal support

1. raising bond money

2. bonding people out

3. Contacting people

4. greeting people when they get out
Food and drink
Feeding and caring for other people who are
or whose loved ones are caught up in the

PIC

5. bonding out as a media moment



Publicizing the Action

1. soclal media
2. newsletters
3. video

4. photos
5
6

. memes
. through e-mall



Court Date Actions

1. Keeping the issue public

2. 1he dance between attention to
Issue and self.
2.a. Court support

3. Making our own media

4. Documenting commercial media and
challenging their coverage






