
How Pasadena Tenant 
Organizers Helped 
Win a Historic Rent 
Control Law



What Are We Here For?

• To create Tenant Solidarity


• To fight against exploitation from Landlords and Property 
Management Companies


• To demand housing as a human right


• To demand living wages


• To build Tenant Power



How did we get here?
• Economic system of Capitalism that sees housing as a commodity, not as a 

right for everyone.


• In response to the 2008-2009 economic crash, the US Congress provided a 
$700 Billion bailout, the primarily went to Wall Street, to large Banks, to 
Insurers and to the Auto Industry.


• Currently in the US, there are 7.4 million families that live in poverty.


• If Congress had bailed out the 7.4 million familis living in poverty, each of 
those families would have received $94,594.00


• In addition, the 2008-2009 economic crash saw the rise of corporate housing 
owners, like Blackrock, which is worth $120 Billion



Housing Authority of Asheville (HACA)
1. HACA must pay immediate restitution to 
the displaced family in the amount the family 
desires.
2. City of Asheville and Buncombe County 
must immediately forgive back or overdue 
rent for those living in public housing and 
cease threatening residents with evictions.
3. City of Asheville must forgive all unpaid or 
overdue water bills, including interest, for all 
residential customers.
4. Buncombe County Sheriff’s Department 
must declare an indefinite moratorium on 
eviction enforcement; no one should be 
evicted during a pandemic–or ever.
5. City of Asheville and Buncombe County 
must make camping legal on city and county 
property, provide 24/7 access to clean public 
restrooms where facilities exist, continue 
offering regular trash and recycling disposal, 
and add permanent sharps disposal 
containers to all public park infrastructure.





• Meijer family wealth increased from $15 Billion to $16.5 Billion in one year.


• With $1.5 billion, it would cover 1 year of rent costs for 83,333 families.


• $1.5 billion could build 6000 homes at a cost of $250,000 each.



Lyon Square Project - $12 Million



How Oakland 
Tenants Forced 

Their Landlord to 
Turn Over the 

Keys

•Created Oakland Community Land 
Trust 

•Used City bond funds to purchase 
apartment complex 

•Decommondified the housing that was 
purchased under the Land Trust. 

•Tenants can continue to rent at no 
increased cost or they can purchase 
apartments with the Land Trust 

•These action are a counternarrative 
to how cities have been dealing with 
housing issues, which are centered on 
investments and attracting tourists



Non-Profit Housing Industrial Complex





When Tenants  
are Organized  

they have  
Tenant Power!


