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1. Introduction

In Howard Zinn’s monumental book, A People’s History of the United States, he con-
stantly juxtaposes the amazing things that people did to fight for liberation and the peo-
ple behind the systems of oppression that social movements were fighting against.

This is exactly why | have spent years monitoring, investigating and critiquing the DeVos
Family. They are the most recognizable and powerful manifestation of the systems of
power and oppression in West Michigan. Now, | know there are plenty of people who
share the belief that without the DeVos Family, Grand Rapids wouldn’t be where it is to-
day. | fully agree with that belief, but for reasons that are the exact opposite of those
who hold the most powerful family in West Michigan in high regard.

When Rich DeVos and Jay Van Andel founded the Amway corporation, they did so by
embracing some of the most deeply entrenched lies about this country. Rich DeVos has
written numerous books that promote his values. In his book Believe, DeVos, in talking
about freedom, states, “that call of freedom went forth from a rugged wilderness, and
Europe and Asia and Africa sent their sons of adventure to hew out a new society in a
land of forests and savages.”

“That call of freedom went forth
from a rugged wilderness, and
Europe and Asia and Africa sent
their sons of adventure to hew out

a new society in a land of forests
and savages.”

Richard DeVos quoted in Redeeming America: Piety
and Politics in the New Christian Right

This statement from DeVos is essentially an affirmation in his belief of Manifest Destiny.
For those who don’t know, the company that DeVos founded with Jay Van Andel, was
originally going to be called The American Way, but was changed to Amway so as to
abbreviate their take on Manifest Destiny.



In addition to believing in Manifest Destiny, Rich DeVos is also deeply committed to the
values of capitalism, or what he likes to refer to as the free enterprise system. In his
book Believe, DeVos states, “The free-enterprise system has outperformed, outpro-
duced any other in the world. It is a gift of God to us, and we should understand it, em-
brace it, and believe in it.”

The above statement is the perfect encapsulation of what the patriarch of the family,
Rich DeVos, believes and is firmly committed to. The DeVos Family is a deeply religious
family, regardless of how one defines religious beliefs. The family comes out of the
Calvinist tradition and are members of the Christian Reformed Church. However, the
DeVos Family, in many ways embraces a form of Christian Reconstruction. Those who
practice Christian Reconstruction theology believe that society should be governed by
biblical values, rather than secular values. This is exactly why the family has for
decades developed relationships and funded organizations that are deeply committed to
homophobia, anti-reproductive rights, patriarchy, white supremacy and free market capi-
talism.

The DeVos Family not only supports these religiously motivated values by their support
of certainly organizations, but by their deep commitment to influencing public policy. The
family has been one of the largest donors to the Republican Party for several decades
now, at the federal, state and local level, as is documented in this collection of articles.
In addition to supporting the Republican Party and GOP candidates, they also con-
tribute to organizations that are committed to influencing public policy. In West Michigan,
the DeVos Family has been involved in the financing, planning and development of
groups like the West Michigan Policy Forum, the Acton Institute and the Right Place Inc.
These groups all embrace the capitalist economic system and public policy decisions,
which benefits and expands the power of those who make up these groups, including
the DeVos Family.

What is ironic about the candidates and public policy that the DeVos Family endorses, is
that those same policies end up negatively impacting communities of color, those who
identify as LGBTQ, those experiencing poverty and immigrants. The irony is that the
DeVos Family foundations end up contributing millions to West Michigan non-profits that
provide services to the very same people who are negatively impacted by these neolib-
eral economic policies.

These are the kinds of themes that are explored in the DeVos Family Reader. In addi-
tion, we look at how the local news media has reported on the most powerful family in
West Michigan, which has played a role in creating public misinformation. We also look
at the strategic function of ArtPrize and what impact it has had on West Michigan. We
argue that in many ways, ArtPrize functions has a great PR tool for the DeVos Family
and its goals. In fact, such a belief was confirmed early on in the evolution of ArtPrize,
when Sam Cummings, co-founder of CWD (of which the DeVos Family is part of) said,
“Our long-term goal is really to import capital — intellectual capital, and ultimately real
capital. And this (ArtPrize) is certainly an extraordinary tool.”



Lastly, we look at Betsy DeVos’ ascent to the White House as Secretary of Education in
the section listed as Betsy DeVos Watch.

As | stated at the beginning of the introduction, | have spent years monitoring, investi-
gating and critiquing the DeVos Family. This is an ongoing project and the DeVos Family
Reader will continue to be updated. The contributions to the DeVos Family Reader have
come from a variety of sources such as the Grand Rapids People’s History Project, an
Indy newspaper from the 90s called The FUNdamentalist, Media Mouse and the Grand
Rapids Institute for Information Democracy.

Also, as stated before, | believe that in order to promote collective liberation and social
justice for those most marginalized, we have to understand and resist the systems of
power and oppression in this community. Looking into the history and practices of the
DeVos Family, provides us with a clear example of how systems of power and oppres-
sion function in this community. | am deeply indebted to those who have been involved
in this struggle and it is my hope that the DeVos Family Reader can be a useful tool in
the ongoing struggle for justice.

Editors Note: Each of the articles included have a hyperlink, which includes more
graphics and images that might contribute to more clarification for each article in this
collection. It didn't make sense to include every graphic or image, so if you feel there is
something missing, click on the hyperlink to view all the accompanying images and
graphics.
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2. Early Critiques of DeVos/Amway

One of the earliest critiques of Amway and American Imperialism — 1971

https://grpeopleshistory.org/2014/08/12/one-of-the-earliest-critigues-of-amway-and-
american-imperialism-1971/

Those of us living in West Michigan are not used to any substantive critique of the most
powerful company in the area, Amway. Indeed, the only real critiques have been found
in alternative news source or Indy Media.

While working on a project to look at anti-Vietham War organizing in Grand Rapids, we
came across this article in a January, 1971 issue of the Calvin College Student news-
paper, The Chimes, entitled, Cleaning Out the Third World.

The student who wrote the article, Hubert VanTol, attended a business luncheon on
Calvin’s campus and heard both Richard DeVos and Jay Van Andel speak. VanTol pro-
vides a summary of the Amway philosophy early on in the article, but in the last third
states the following:

The most important issue in maintaining a wealthy economy is maintaining the control of
the raw materials needed by American industries to keep producing the finished prod-
ucts. The United States simply does not have the raw materials to maintain its wealthy
economy. Almost every significant raw industrial resource that American industries use
is imported from poverty-stricken Third World countries in African, South America and
Asia. Thus, the American Way has a vested interest in maintaining control over the
countries from which the resources come. The continuation might be maintained by
sheer economic brute force, by political manipulation or rewarding governments which
are friendly to us, by CIA-inspired coups who are not cooperative with us or by wars to
“maintain freedom” and to “prevent the spread of communism.” The United States has a
vested interest in keeping these Third World countries in developing their own industries
because their is only a limited amount of raw materials available and the United States
needs nearly all of it to keep its monster economy moving. So, the American Way, or
more specifically the leaders of the American Way, the large corporations and the gov-
ernment leaders have vested interests in keeping those Third World countries poverty-
stricken so they cannot gain economic power to resist American economic exploitation.

The student writer then connects this larger critique of capitalism and US Imperialism to
Amway by stating:
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....because of its name and because of what the purpose of the company seems to be —
to sell and promote the excellence of the American Way — the company has become an
adequate symbol for every United States business. And Amway stands for those same
ideals which have made world-wide exploitation of the poor possible. A fantastic belief in
free enterprise without governmental or “socialistic” controls is logically consistent with
the outlook that the United States has the right to use the world s resources indiscrimi-
nately. A belief in scientific progress is logically consistent with the belief that solutions
will always be found for the world s problems before a crisis explodes. A belief that eco-
nomic strength is the ultimate test of the “rightness” of a system is logically consistent
with producing suicidal weaponry at tremendous cost to protect the system, with pollut-
ing the world to a slow death, with maintaining slaveholder control over much of the rest
of the world in order to maintain the strong economy.

Hubert VanTol may not have envisioned the ongoing growth and political influence that
Amway and its founding families would wield in West Michigan or in US domestic and
foreign policy, but he certainly had a fairly accurate understanding of the power dynam-
ics that have allowed the Ada-based company to grow. The past is the present.

Students confront Richard DeVos at GVSC in 1977

https://grpeopleshistory.org/2017/08/27/students-confront-richard-devos-at-gvsc-
in-1977/

One of our earliest posting here on the GR People’s History site, was a student critique
of Amway co-founders Richard DeVos and Jay Van Andel by a Calvin College student in
1971.

We recently came across another example of students confront Richard DeVos, which
is documented in an alternative student newspaper at Grand Valley State College, a
newspaper that existed in 1976 — 1977.

You can check out the alternative student newspaper, known as, The Insider. (Those
who provided us with these digital copies were not sure if there were additional issues
or not.)

There is a commentary piece that appeared in the May 18, 1977 issue of The Insider,
commentary that was responding to a May 6, 1977 Board of Control meeting. (The
Board of Control was equivalent to the current Board of Trustees.) This commentary is
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based on the observations of a student who attended the Board of Control meeting and
was directly responding to the comments from Richard DeVos.

In addition, there was an Open Letter, written to Richard DeVos by the President of the
All College Student Congress (ACSC), Bob Fritakis. Fritakis also takes issue with what
Ricahrd DeVos has to say and makes it clear that students should have a seat on the
Board of Control.

Grand Valley Labor News three-part series on Amway from 1980

https://griid.org/2018/09/24/grand-valley-labor-news-three-part-series-
on-amway-from-1980/

It would be utterly impossible for people to not know that Rich DeVos died recently. Not
only is the West Michigan the news media still canonizing him, it is very difficult to even
find a critical comment about the co-founder of Amway, apart from the more honest obit-

uary that GRIID posted.

In light of that, we thought it would be important to re-post something recently added to
the Grand Rapids People’s History Project.

We recently received a three-part series of articles written by Michael Johnston, a Grand
Rapids labor historian and former journalist with Grand Valley Labor News (GVLN).

This recently acquired three-part series is important, since Johnston provides important
analysis about co-founders Rich DeVos & Jay Van Andel. The GVLN series is also im-
portant because it looks at the anti-labor practices of the Ada-based corporation in the
late 1960 and early 1970s.

Part I of the series provides more of an overview of the Amway Corporation and its co-
founders DeVos and Van Andel. One thing important from Part | in the series is the in-
formation about how much media the Amway corporation produces and owns, both in
the United States and around the world.

In Part I1 of the series, entitled, The Right Wing Idol, Johnston takes a look at the ideo-
logical worldview of the Amway co-founders and provides details on who these two
members of the capitalist class were funding at the time. This investigation into which
organizations DeVos and Van Andel were funding is similar to our post from the late
1990s. It is important to have some comparisons in different decades to see how their
contributions to Right Wing entities had evolved.

In addition, the picture that accompanies Part Il in this series, is from May of 1980,
where some 500 people were in Calder Plaza to protest Amway’s anti-labor practices
(pictured above). Most of those protesting were from various trade unions, but there
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were also representatives from ACORN — the Association for Community Organizing for
Reform Now.

In Part III of the series, the writer takes a close look at Amway’s anti-union position, be-
ginning with examples from the 1960s, when the Retail Wholesale and Department
Store Union (part of the AFL-CIO) attempted to unionize the Amway plant in Ada.

This story is particularly interesting since it discusses how Rich DeVos began holding
mandatory in plant meetings to counter the union efforts. Part Ill devotes a fair amount
of attention to this dynamic, since DeVos has made this practice of regular meetings
with employees an important part of his strategy to undermine workers who attempt to
create a union within the company founded on a pyramid scheme.

(A big thank you to Michael Johnston for sharing this series and for allowing us to post it
on the Grand Rapids People’s History Project site.)

There are Robber Barons in every generation in Grand Rapids

https://grpeopleshistoryv.org/2014/11/13/there-are-robber-barons-in-everv-generation-in-

grand-rapids/

When reading radical historian Howard Zinn’s, A People's History of the United States, it
becomes clear early on that one can not talk about social movements without talking
about the power structures that those movements fought against.

Whether it was slave owning class, robber barons, war profiteers, White Supremacist
power structures or other sectors of power, Zinn makes it clear that every major social
movement experienced push back from these structures of power.

Grand Rapids has its own history of robber barons, right from the start. City fathers such
as Lucius Lyons and Louis Campau were some of the earliest robber barons, buying up
land that had belonged to the local Native community. These men are seen as in com-
petition with each other, but it is also clear that they were both beneficiaries of White
Settler Colonialism that was moving westward after the founding of the United States.

Like much of the mid-west, Grand Rapids had its own industrialists, particularly in the
furniture industry. Men like Henry Widdicomb (pictured here), were not only the benefi-
ciaries of massive deforestation in the Great Lakes, they also made their wealth by pay-
ing workers low wages. Widdicomb, according to Jeffrey Kleiman, author of Strike: How
the Furniture Workers Strike of 1911 Changed Grand Rapids, was one of the most vi-
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cious in attacking workers during the 1911 strike. Widdicomb also led the charge to
bring in scab workers and hire thugs to break the strike.

In more recent decades the robber barons have names like Van Andel, DeVos, Seechia,
Kennedy, Frey, Jandernoa, Hunting & Wege, just to name a few. All of these families
made their wealth through the labor of working class people and by accessing public
funds for private gain. The graph here demonstrations how many of them are part of the

same power structures in Grand Rapids.

Probably the most notable contemporary robber baron family is the DeVos family. Co-
founders of Amway, the now three generations of DeVos family members have inserted
themselves into a great deal of local state and national politics. The DeVos family has
been buying elections and influencing policy by spending millions on political campaigns
and lobbying. They own a tremendous amount of property in downtown Grand Rapids,
most of the hotels and through their involvement in Grand Action, have re-directed mil-
lions in public funds (Van Andel Arena, DeVos Convention Center and the Downtown
Market) to benefit themselves and the other members of the capitalist class in Grand
Rapids.

The DeVos family is so wealthy that they used to own their own island. For years the
family owned Peter Island, part of the British Virgin Islands, but more recently have in-
vested heavily in The Cape Eleuthera resort and real estate project, according to an on-
line source.

This should not be a surprise for those who have followed the DeVos family, their ex-
cessive wealth and how they flaunt it. The DeVos Family owns one of the world’s largest
yachts, which they have so arrogantly named Freedom. Below is a picture of the yacht,
accompanied by an interior photo. More recently, the family has acquired the yacht
know as Seaquest, which is 130 foot long.

Frederick Douglass’ point about power conceding nothing without a demand is still rele-
vant today. Indeed, with a growing gap between those with wealth and those in poverty,
it is clear that those with wealth will not willingly give it up. As with all generations of so-
cial movements, we need to know who the opposition is and be prepared to fight
against them, because they sure as hell will not ignore social movements that want
substantive social justice.
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The Wall of Fame: Wealth and Influence at GVSU

https://grpeopleshistory.org/2015/09/14/the-wall-of-fame-wealth-and-influence-at-gvsu/

When reading radical historian Howard Zinn’s, A People’s History of the United States, it
becomes clear early on that one can not talk about social movements without talking
about the power structures that those movements fought against.

Whether it was slave owning class, robber barons, war profiteers, White Supremacist
power structures or other sectors of power, Zinn makes it clear that every major social
movement experienced push back from these structures of power. Some of the individ-
uals of these power structures in Grand Rapids are enshrined on the walls of one local
university.
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If one has ever attended an event at the GVSU downtown Grand Rapids Campus in the
Eberhard Center, they would inevitably come across what the university calls the Hall of
Fame.

On two walls on the second floor of the Eberhard Center there are currently 56 framed
photos of people whom Grand Valley State University gives special honor. Most of these
56 individuals have been or are currently part of the local power structure, in that they
represent both members of the capitalist class that have either donated large sums of
money to the university and often influenced campus policy.

Here is a list of the 56 and the year they were inducted into the GVSU Hall of Fame.

Grand Valley State University used to be Grand Valley States Colleges, consisting of
William James, Thomas Jefferson, Seidman School and College IV. William James Col-
lege (WJC) was very progressive and experimental in its approach to education. WJC
attracted faculty from all over the country, including many feminists who developed radi-
cal programs like Women, World and Wonder. Some of these women who taught at
William James or Thomas Jefferson Colleges (both of which were closed by 1983) were
also part of the radical feminist group in Grand Rapids, known as Aradia.

Many of the members of Aradia were also lesbian and were part of an effort in the
1990s to get GVSU to adopt domestic partner benefits. Based on interviews we con-
ducted for the film, A People’s History of the LGBTQ Community in Grand Rapids,
GVSU was set to adopt domestic partner benefits in 1995. However, word of the pro-
posed policy was leaked to a GR Press reporter who wrote a story, which resulted in
pressure from major financial donors (Richard DeVos and Peter Cook) threatening to
with hold money if the university adopted such a policy.

A second attempt was made in 2003, to get domestic partner benefits passed at GVSU,
but then President Mark Murray blocked the attempt. Murray stated at the time, “As a

University that has benefited from very generous support from the private philanthropic
community, we must recognize the prevailing views of those who provide such support.

”

This statement by Murray underscores the power that donors have had on policy at
GVSU. This reality is consistent with the kinds of political and economic influence those
in the Hall of Fame have had and continue to have in Grand Rapids. Many of those on
the Hall of Fame continue to be involved in organizations like Grand Action, The Right
Place, the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, the Acton Institute and the West Mi-
chigan Policy Forum.
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Many of those on the Hall of Fame have acquired wealth through the exploitation of
others and have used their wealth to advocate for anti-worker policies, have funded
anti-LGBT and anti-choice efforts, as has been documented elsewhere and should be

seen as part of a larger local power analysis.

For working class people, those who identify as LGBTQ, communities of color and fem-
inists, this Hall of Fame would more aptly be named a Wall of Shame or even a Wall of
the Despised, considering the collective harm that has been done by those enshrined
on the walls at GVSU.

In addition, we have created a Popular Guide to Wealthy and Influence at GVSU, which

you can view by going to this link. https://griid.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/a-popular-
guide-to-wealth-and-influence-at-gvsu.pdf

AIDS and Activism Part Il: Reagan, DeVos and the 1980s crisis

https://griid.org/2012/11/27/aids-and-activism-part-ii-reagan-devos-and-the-1980s-crisis/

Since as early as 1981, AIDS was known to be a deadly disease. Even by 1983, the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) had begun a national hotline for AIDS.

Cases of AIDS were being reported in almost every major city in the US beginning in
1982, but the national news media did not report on it until the following year. In fact,
the New York Timesdid not make AIDS a front-page story until May 25, 1983.

This delayed reporting on AIDS by the New York Times becomes more striking, when
one considers the following:

Similarly, the discovery of cyanide-laced Tylenol capsules in the Chicago area in Octo-
ber 1982 prompted a huge spate of press coverage. The New York Times covered the
story every day of October, and then ran 23 more stories in November and December.
In the end, seven people died from the capsules.

By contrast, The New York Times published only three stories on AIDS in 1981, and
only three more in all of 1982, none of which were on page one. Yet by the time of the
Tylenol poisonings, 260 Americans had died of AIDS, and 374 more had been diag-
nosed.

One person who was making AIDS a concern of reporting was Randy Shiltz, a journalist
who was assigned to report on AIDS in San Francisco in 1982 for the San Francisco
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Chronicle. Shiltz was a member of the Gay community and had already written a power-
ful biography of slain Gay activist and San Francisco official, Harvey Milk.

Shiltz relied heavily on early HIV/AIDS activists like Bill Kraus and Cleve Jones for in-
formation and came to the realization that AIDS was a disease impacting thousands and
it was a story that outside of the Gay community was either unknown or suppressed.
Shiltz eventually wrote his book, And the Band Played On, which chronicled the first half
of the 1980s and the AIDS epidemic. The book was published in 1987 and spent 5
weeks on the New York Times Best Sellers list.

By 1987, 20,000 had died from AIDS and despite the growing epidemic the federal gov-
ernment did not take any formal action until that year. Reagan did appoint the Presiden-
tial Commission on the Human Immunodeficiency Virus Epidemic in the summer of
1987; it was later renamed the Watkins Commission, after its chair.

With the appointment of this commission, Reagan was able to appease those who de-
manded a more sustained federal response to AIDS. He also answered the concerns of
the New Right by appointing an AIDS commission that included few scientists who had
participated in AIDS research and few physicians who had actually treated people with
AIDS. In addition, the commission included outspoken opponents of AIDS education,
such as New York Cardinal John O’Connor. O’Connor was not only opposed to AIDS
education, he was openly hostile to the Gay community.

Religious Right leader Gary Bauer, who was in the Reagan administration in 1987, said
of those appointed by the President:

..... the panel was designed to be "a cross-section of thoughtful Americans” rather than
another medical or scientific group that would duplicate dozens of previous efforts. "We
intentionally tried to get people from a wide variety of walks of life, and took the risk that
there would be disagreements and fireworks,” Mr. Bauer said. He also called it “a good
group” to deal with such issues as insurance coverage and care for AIDS patients and
said he doubted that quarantines, school policy or casual transmission would become a
major focus.

The Religious Right was particularly incensed by the AIDS crisis and saw it as purely a
result of immoral behavior, especially in the Gay community. Religious Right leaders at
the time, such as Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell, equated the deaths with the Gay

community as retribution from God for their “sinful” lives. Falwell not only despised the

Gay community, he despised the larger society which “tolerated” Gays. Falwell’'s famous
statement was:

“AIDS is not just God' s punishment for homosexuals, It is God' s punishment for a soci-
ely that tolerates homosexuals.”

Rich DeVos and the AIDS Commission

One of the people appointed to the 13-member AIDS Commission was Amway co-
founder Rich DeVos. DeVos was chosen in part because he was one of the largest fi-



nancial supporters of the Republican Party, but also because of his role in the Religious
Right.

In an interview with MLive a few years ago, DeVos made some pretty revealing com-
ments about his attitudes towards the Gay community while sitting on the AIDS Com-
mission.

When HIV first came out, President Reagan formed a commission and | was honored to
be on that commission. I listened to 300 witnesses tell us that it was every body else’s
fault but their own. Nothing to do with their conduct, just that the government didn’t fix

this disease. At the end of that | put in the document, it was the conclusion document
from the commission, that actions have consequences and you are responsible for
yours. AIDS is a disease people gain because of their actions. It wasn't like cancer. We
all made the exceptions for how you got it, by accident, that was all solved a long time
ago. That's when they started hanging me in effigy because | wasn’'t sympathetic to all
their requests for special treatment. Because at that time it was always someone else’s
fault. | said, you are responsible for your actions too, you know. Conduct yourself prop-
erly, which is a pretty solid Christian principle.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

Not only does DeVos show his homophobic bias, his comments demonstrate his igno-
rance of the issues surrounding HIV/AIDS. It was within this climate of homophobia and
inaction on the part of the federal government that AIDS activism would take a new di-
rection in 1987, with the creation of the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP).

Grand Rapids LGBT History: Equal Rights and the Religious Right in
West MI

https://griid.org/2011/11/07/grand-rapids-lgbt-historv-equal-rights-and-the-religious-right-
in-west-mi/

It has become clear over the past 9 months while working on this People’s History of the
LGBTQ community in Grand Rapids, that one of the main obstacles to achieving equali-
ty and justice has been the deeply conservative religious forces in West Michigan.

In looking through the archives of the Network News, we came across an article in 1988
during the early organized efforts to gain legal rights for the LGBTQ community. The ar-
ticle was a re-print from the September 1988 issue of Grand Rapids Magazine, which
reflected the views of one of the most visible voices from the religious right in West Mi-
chigan.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejXAgenye8U
https://griid.org/2011/11/07/grand-rapids-lgbt-history-equal-rights-and-the-religious-right-in-west-mi/
https://griid.org/2011/11/07/grand-rapids-lgbt-history-equal-rights-and-the-religious-right-in-west-mi/

The article cites Jeff Swanson as saying, “Gay people receive all the equal rights

they re entitled to unless someone knows they re Gay.” Network President Gwen
Dedong echoes those sentiments and adds that for Lesbian women it is even more risky
to be out and a woman.

To counter these notions, the article then cites Richard DeVos Sr. (then CEO of
Amway). “If you are out of it (the mainstream), you're out of it because you choose
to be out of it. | don't think it s because you are legislated out of it. You get active,
get your gang together, and you'll be heard.”

It seems that DeVos’ understanding of civil rights were a bit simplistic in 1988. However,

even after people from the LGBTQ community got active, got their “gang together” and
fought for equal rights DeVos and his fellow religious conservatives were not content to
let these gains go by without a challenge.

One section of the film to be screened on November 17 is based on people’s response
to the reality of having a very powerful religious right in West Michigan. Numerous peo-
ple we interviewed acknowledged the power that these religious conservatives have in
this community. They have used their influence to pressure politicians one everything
from local ordinances to state and national legislation. We learned that when LGBT fac-
ulty and staff at GVSU organized for domestic partner benefits in the mid-90s their ef-
forts were defeated because wealthy men like Peter Cook threatened to withhold fund-
ing (based on those we interviewed for this history project) for the new medical school
being proposed from Grand Rapids if domestic partner benefits were granted.

In addition to what people had to say about their experiences of the backlash from the
religious right we did some additional research by looking at the 990s of some of the
most powerful anti-gay sectors in West Michigan to see who they were giving money to
during the 1990s when lots of LGBT organizing was happening locally. We discovered
that several influential families (DeVos and Prince) were giving millions to groups that
had an anti-gay agenda and were financing campaigns in the state and around the
country to defeat efforts for greater equality.

This kind of financing of anti-gay efforts continues in the present with the DeVos family
providing money to defeat an effort of marriage equality in Michigan in 2004 and Florida
in 2008.

It seems clear that the fight for greater equality in the LGBTQ community has and con-
tinues to be met with serious resistance from the religious right. This is not only and im-
portant part of the local LGBTQ history, but should inform any current organizing efforts
to achieve justice and equality.



Global Exploiter DeVos tells his Prostitutes about “Working Hard for
what you Wish to Achieve.”

Reprinted from The FUNdamentalist (July 1995)

| don’t know about the rest of you, but | am sick and tired of seeing the DeVos, Van An-
del, or Amway name plastered all over Grand Rapids: on its buildings, cultural events,
and billboards. Certainly the appear in the local monopoly press often enough, especial-
ly to talk about their expanding business, but the recent coverage in the Grand Rapids
Press was enough to evoke some personal rage and disgust.

From June 9 through the 11th, there appeared four articles on different aspects of the
Amway monopoly. The lead story of June 9 promoted all the others. The Grand Rapids
press felt it necessary to give front page coverage to the awful dilemma that faced
Amway co-founder Rich DeVos. Should he be in Grand Rapids for the Amway conven-
tion on Friday, where ex-president and international terrorist George Bush would be
speaking, or at game #2 of the NBA finals in Houston, where his team the Orlando
Magic was playing? I'm sure that all of you can relate to this dilemma. It really creates
stress in our lives when we have to decide between going to our annual convention with
the hopes of continuing to amass wealth at the expense of others or going to a basket-
ball game where we also will amass wealth at the expense of others. What to do! Loyal
to his political chum Bush, he stayed in town.

To make matters worse, The Grand Rapids press gave DeVos another platform to pro-
mote his version of compassionate capitalism, AKA GREED! On the front page of the
sports section of Friday the 10th, DeVos is said to have spoken with his basketball play-
ers in the same manner that he speaks to his Amway employees. “| always say a few
words, sometimes tell a story, sometimes just say a few things about life and being re-
sponsible, and working hard for what you wish to achieve.” One of the great myths that
exists in this world is that if you work hard enough you can make it big. Well Rich, what
about the millions of African Americans who labored their whole lives, some with mini-
mal pay, most as slaves, and died poor? What about the millions of European immi-
grants who labored in the factories in this country, fighting to gain minimal rights, only to
die poor? What about the millions of Asian and Latin Americans who have labored in the
fields to pick our food and died poor? What about the countless women who have
raised children, taken care of all the home work, without pay, who died poor? Pulling
oneself up by the bootstraps just doesn’t apply in this world. As Martin Luther King Jr.

once said “pulling yourself up by the bootstrap doesn’t work if you are barefoot.” Re-
member, DeVos is also telling these pearls of wisdom to a group of men who get paid
hundreds of thousands or millions of dollars to play games.



The children | work with, both at my job and in my neighborhood, admire one of the
basketball players that DeVos owns, Shaquille O’Neil. They admire him because he is
good, but they don’t understand that he is just a commodity to people like DeVos who
buy and sell people all the time with their top down economic philosophy. They also
have these prostitutes sell for them; the Amway distributors door to door and O’Neil,
who recently signed a contract to endorse and promotes Nutrilite products, a subsidiary
of Amway. The sad thing is that none of the youth in my neighborhood will be like

O’Neal and most probably none of them will sell enough Amway products to make it as
big exploiters. What is worse is that Rich DeVos doesn’t give a shit if these children and
their families, many of whom will work hard all their lives, die poor.

A small post convention article also appeared in the Grand Rapids Press on June 11.
That article ends with more wisdom from the DeVos family. “I do know | see nothing to
stop the Amway growth trend. I'm convinced we will see the Amway story mentioned in
history as one of the greatest business successes of all time. It is true that the global
trend is to Amwayzie the planet, with fewer that “make it” because of the hard work that

others do for them, but my perception of history, as well as that of many of the world’s
poor, will see Amway as one of the greatest exploiters of all time.

Good people, greed, and the corporate cult(ure): An insider’s view
of Amway Reprinted from The FUNdamentalist (February 1998)

https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/1998/01/02/good-people-greed-and-the-
corporate-culture-an-insiders-view-of-amway/

FUN co-editor Richa interviewed former Amway employee Amy Schatner. Amy’s sibling,
Sharon Schatner, who was there listening to Amy’s complaints during Amy’s years at
Amway, also contributed. The interview was reviewed by Amy and edited. The book ref-
erence is to Stephen Butterfield’s 1985 book, “Amway: The Cult of Free Enterprise.”

Amy: My aunt worked there and told me about a job opening. | went in and interviewed
for this job — | was right out of college — they told me they had something more in line
with my career. | got all excited. It turned out to be something where the distributors call
in to get their items replaced when they’re defective.


https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/1998/01/02/good-people-greed-and-the-corporate-culture-an-insiders-view-of-amway/
https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/1998/01/02/good-people-greed-and-the-corporate-culture-an-insiders-view-of-amway/

So, | got in that way. | stayed there for six months, moved to another department for six
months, then another department for about five years, then another. | was there a total
of about seven and a half years.

Richa: Did you know anything about Amway when you went to apply there?

Amy: | knew it was a big company out there in the country where my aunt worked, and
my brother. | didn’t have any preconceived ideas about “corporate America,” | just want-
ed to get a job.

For the most part | pretty much did the same kind of work. | worked directly with the dis-
tributors on the phone. | moved up and | moved on. Each promotion gave me more re-
sponsibility and was more challenging.

I'll tell about the good things first. They gave me opportunities to learn computer skills
that | didn’t have before... [long pause] | can’t think of anything else!

Sharon: Well, the thing about Amway is, you get in there, they pay so well, they give
good benefits, you have such security. | worked there for just a short time, but what I'm
saying, once you’re in there, it’s kind of like a little trap.

Amy: The golden handcuffs. That’'s a good point, because that is part of why | stayed
there. The important thing to note is that | realized, probably in year two, that | wasn’t
happy, this wasn’t where | wanted to be, | didn’t see it as my career, | didn’t identify my-
self with my work, and | always knew... I'm out of here any minute now, just any minute

now. | never bought into it like all the other people | worked with, | never had the loyalty,
the enthusiasm for the company. But, yet, | stayed there seven and a half years.

There were a lot of personal things that kept me there. Fear of failure, fear of success,
not really knowing what | wanted to do. | decided at one point | wanted to go to graduate
school and get a degree in psychology. So | went through that process, tried hard, and
thought | had a strong application. | did not get in. A that point | was miserable enough,
backed in a corner enough, so that | was just going to do whatever | had to do to get out
of there.



That’s how | finally was able to get out of there, and became more blessed than | ever

deserved, because | got a job that | love with all my heart. | mean, it's very emotionally
taxing and a very hard job, but | love this job.

But anyway, at Amway, there are things that would happen that | would talk about with
my coworkers, and they would say, “Just don’t think about it.” For some people it is the
only opportunity they have. People that live way out, they haven’t had educational op-
portunities...

Richa: Did Amway do things to cultivate or reinforce that attitude, that things should just
be accepted without question?

Amy: Yes. Amway does an excellent job of building company loyalty. This is going to
sound cynical, but | honestly believe it is not because they really, truly want their people
to be happy, but because they know the value the monetary value of having a work-
force that loves the company they work for.

| always felt like | was a square peg trying to fit into a round hole. That’s kind of how |
felt; that that wasn'’t “the way to be” so blindly loyal and blindly accepting of everything.

Just to give you kind of a funny story, they have these monthly employee meetings
where virtually every employee of the entire corporation is invited...

Sharon: It's mandatory.

Amy: No, it’s not.

Sharon: Oh? | was never told | had an option.

Amy: Anyway, the president of the company, or the vice-president, addresses everyone
on how business is, and people can ask questions. Most often I'd go to these meetings
most people in my division did — because it was an opportunity to get away from the
drone of work. It was near the holidays, and | came in and all the chairs had this blue

sheet. It was a poem about Amway: “l go in every day, this is the way | like to earn my



pay...” You know, just the hokiest, “Rich and Jay, hooray! Hooray!” | mean, just like that.
| wish | could remember the lyrics. | thought, “What is this?”

Well, it was a song. And they got a piano out, and everybody was asked to sing this
song. And I'll be damned if everybody didn’t sing this song. | mean, everybody sang it!
And they were happy to sing it, and they enjoyed singing it, and | just wanted to disap-
pear! It was just the most bizarre thing. | felt like it was the Third Reich.

Sharon: The crowd behavior thing.

Amy: Yeah. It just didn’t seem like there was one person that thought, “This is weird,” or
even, “This is silly,” or something.

Richa: | would think it would have been hard to tell.

Amy: Yeah. But I'm too rebellious, or maybe I'm stupid, but | didn’t sing it, and | looked
around and it was like, these people are like sheep.

But | worked with some wonderful people, and some friends that | will always have. |
just feel at the time they were all mindless, even though | know that’s not the case.

| could ramble on for hours, but the bottom line for me, my leaving Amway, feeling it was
not a place where | belong, was greed. | worked on the phones with Amway distributors
every day, all day. That was the bulk of my work for many years. Near the end of my

tenure there, maybe the last two or three years — every once in a while we’'d get to
travel on these weekend “expos” where distributors would get together and rent this hall
and they’d have speakers and they’'d have expos of products. Quite a lot of contact with
distributors. Greed, and all the ugliness that greed brings. That’s what | saw a lot of.
That’s really what kicked my butt out the door.

Richa: Can you describe specific ways that the greed came through?

Amy: Boy, every subtle and not-so-subtle way. Distributors on the phone would be will-
ing to be just a little dishonest, or just cheat a little bit in order to get more money. Lie to
you to try to get from you, as if you had the secret of how to get more money. The dis-



tributor functions were... a lot of gold and diamonds. | mean, huge diamonds. In the
Amway hierarchy they reach different levels of achievement, and they’re all represented
by different gems. The highest one is diamond. “Go diamond!” is the battle call. “Go di-
amond!” everywhere you hear. And diamonds is one of the things people spend their
money on.

There’s a monthly magazine they have called “The Amagram,” and they would always
feature a “star” couple. They would be depicted in rolling his with their mansions. The
pervading message was “You gotta have more! You gotta have more!”

I've go to say, the two founding fathers, Rich and Jay, I truly believe that they were, and
they are, good men with the best of intentions and the highest integrity. The second
generation, the very kids, | don’t feel that way about. And | don’t know if it's because it's
just so big now that they can’t keep their hands on everything...

Another story: Remember, during the elections, when Amway purchased TV time for the
Republican convention for the sole purpose of being able to air the convention? You
know, they’re a privately held company; they can do that. That’s the way our system
works in this country; they have that power. But what bothered me was | went to one of
those employee meetings, and Dick DeVos stood up there and said they did that — a
private donation that they never planned on being publicized — for the sole purpose of
wanting to expose more Americans to the democratic process. And | though, “Why can’t
you just say you're Republicans and you want Republicans to win?” That just really
bothered me. And | thought, this guy, he spins things so much as he goes along, that |
don’t know if he really believes that, or if you spin things for so long you lose any objec-
tive perspective.

Sharon: Remember you told me about the meeting where they talked about something
with capitalism, where they were trying to win everybody over to their way of thinking?

Amy: Rich wrote this book called “Compassionate Capitalism,” which had these differ-
ent points, and they would do this thing during those meetings where they would show
Rich talking about each point, a different one each time. He would talk about what each
meant.

Richa: Did people pretty much buy that?



Amy: Oh, yeah, because there’s a certain ring of truth in that. | mean, there has to be,

otherwise nobody would buy it at all. There’s nothing wrong with personal responsibility;
it depends on the spin you put on it.

Sharon: It sucks people in with beliefs they’'ve been taught all their lives, and it makes it
seem like you’re just confirming what everyone knows.

Richa: | remember some of that from the book. It came very much out of a Cold War
type of thinking from the 1950s, even though the Soviet Union no longer existed by the
time it was published. But did those talks focus more on the personal?

Amy: No, it’s definitely economic theory, financial theory.

They are into making money, and they make no bones about that.

This is something that started happening just before | left. You'd hear a lot about “corpo-
rate culture”; how very important that was, the corporate culture you were working with,
and how we should all “be on the same page.”

They have this little thing called “Culture Seminar” where you spend half a day eating
doughnuts and drinking coffee and watching videos and doing exercises, about trying to
identify with an Amway distributor and who would like to be an Amway distributor. Part
of that is watching the video that shows a typical distributor: They’re trying to work a full-
time job, and take care of kids, and build their business in their spare time. So all their
evenings and all their weekends are spent at Amway functions. That’s no kidding: |
mean all of them. And their kids — | couldn’t believe this: The video would show, “Mom,
dad, come and toss the ball with me.” And mom and dad would sit down and explain
that they’re building their future, blah, blah, and the son was just kind of, “Whatever.”
And the weekend comes and they drag him out of town again for this distributor function
yet again, and there’s the whole problem of the babysitter. The kids are tired, the par-
ents are tired, the babysitter goes home. The kid never did get to toss that ball, but
“you’ve reached a different level, and | understand how great that is, and I'm so proud of
you” and we’re all just a great big happy family. Then they turn the video off, and I'm
thinking to myself, did anybody see how sick and wrong this is? That these kids have no
parents? Then | though, okay, maybe I'm the only one that sees it that way; maybe I'm
nuts. But somebody did say something; somebody did say, “Boy, | don’t know about
those kids?”



Richa: | should think it would be hard in that corporate culture to say anything at all crit-
ical or questioning.

Amy: Right. It is.

One more story. My department purchased a type of technology that cost almost a mil-
lion dollars. | don’t want to say just what it is or what department because there are still
people there that | really care about, and | don’t want to see them be hurt. Real expen-
sive technology; state of the art. We were the only ones in the company to have this
technology at the time. Well, they wanted to be sure the employees were really going to
use it and buy into it. It was a way to help them do their jobs more efficiently and easier.

You know, people who have been doing the same job for a few years it’s hard for them
to change the way they do things, so it was rather hard to get people to use it.

So they had a meeting to explain this new technology. And during this meeting my boss
said, “You have to use this system [X] times a day.” Somebody raised their hand and
said, “l don’t need it. | know this stuff.” And she said, “I don’t care, do it anyway. Just use
it.” And | said “Why?” (You learn not to ask “why?” because you get slapped in the face;
nevertheless | asked, “why?”) And she said, “We have to show that we’re using the sys-
tem. We have to show the person — you’d know who it was if | said it — we have to
prove to them that this is a good investment. We have to show a return on the invest-
ment, and we have to do it fast.” And | said, “You want me to lie about how often | use
this, and how often | need this?” And the answer was “Yes.” And by that time | had been
pushing it, so the answer was, “YES, and PLEASE shut up!”

I’'m sure that happens everywhere across America; it's not unique to Amway.

Richa: That’s the only time such a thing happened?

Amy: That was the only time | was blatantly asked to lie, other than my old supervisor
saying, “Tell em I'm not here” kind of thing. And this is from a woman who | respect.
She’s a neat lady. | mean, | like her. And | think that it was just another case of, she
didn’t just sit down and say, “You know, I’'m asking people to lie for me.” She was so in-
timidated by her manager, and so afraid, that she just did what she though she had to
do. And she probably wouldn’t even remember it.



That incident, more than anything else...that was near the end...|l though, | can’t do it, |
just can’t play the game any more. And there was no way that | could play the game,
and sort of melt into the background. They would see it, because the numbers would
show that | was not using the system.

Richa: Getting back to the distributors, Butterfield wrote that only 1-2% of distributors
ever make, or ever can make, the way Amway’s system is set up, enough money to
comfortably support a family. In talking with distributors every day, did they ever indicate
that they had an idea of the odds against them? Did they have a sense of the frustration
in trying to do that, or the structure that makes it so hard to do that?

Amy: Absolutely. | remember probably four years ago hearing that the average direct
distributor earned $30,000 a year. You have to have reached a certain level, and you
have to have so many people under you who have reached a certain level, to become a
direct distributor. The vast majority of the people | talked to were not direct distributors;
were nowhere near being direct distributors. | mean the vast majority.

Every so often you talk to a high roller, but that was unusual.

| always attributed that to the nature of my job. People who need my help may be
somebody who is not as experienced.

But | think there are a lot of people out there who get into the business because they
think that they’re going to get rich, and they’re going to have a nice annual income with
moderate effort. And that’s just not the case. That’s not going to happen. You won'’t

make real money unless you are like, one of those people who are in the video, who
puts that much into it.

The whole nature of that, the whole lifestyle, you have to buy into. They want to make
their employees more and more thinking like the way their distributors think. You have to
think Amway, and breathe Amway, have Am-friends, and Am-products. It scares me!
That kind of lack of creativity. It just makes me very uncomfortable. It brings out the

worst in people, and that’s where you see the greed.

Richa: Did you see that being true for the employees as well; the people you worked
with?



Amy: No. The people | worked with were pretty much normal people.

| love the paycheck, but you have to sell your soul for that time and a half because
you’re smiling and you’re acting like, “This new product is just the living end!”

There’s always this mystery to me about why people are so willing to throw out their
feelings about things and just buy into this. It's not people who just don’t have any other
opportunities, or people who aren’t terribly bright.

Sometimes, they’d send us to meetings, and you'd get to fly, and stay in nice hotels.
You'd be there with all distributors representing the corporation, and you’d smile and
wave, and they would all want to know about what it’s like to work for Amway. On one
hand, they think it's so great, but on the other hand, they just can’t believe, “Boy, | can’t
believe, why aren’t you an Amway distributor? We know what this business can do!”
These are doctors, a construction worker, an accountant, or something like that... It kind
of reminds me of the games with fraternities or sororities, “I've got to belong” or some-
thing; be part of the group.

Richa: What about these meetings for distributors you mentioned. What would they be
telling people?

Amy: People who work at the corporation in a certain department that distributors work
with a lot would come on stage, and the distributors would get very excited about these
corporate people. If you were a family member — anybody named DeVos or VanAndel

— tears would come to their eyes. They were very moved even to be in the same room.
They could say or do anything, and [the distributors] were just very thrilled.

| just want to say that all these great and noble reasons for me not working there are not
it. | mean, that’s not completely why | am not there. | have to say that the very personal
nature of my work was very difficult for me. I’'m the sort of person who doesn't like it
when people aren’t fair, and aren’t nice and kind. People aren’t going to be fair, whether
it had anything to do with me or not. And just by the nature of my work | had to deal with
that and | just didn’t like it. | used to be good at it, but | just didn’t like it.

So maybe, if | had a job that was creative, where nobody asked me to lie, where | did
work that | could say | was proud of, and that kind of enriched me, after all | just said, |
might still be there.



| took a pay cut to leave that job, and | would take a pay cut to do anything that was bet-
ter than that; better for me, for my soul.

Richa: When you first applied, did you have any knowledge at all of the fraud, forged
documents, dummy corporations in Hawaii to cheat on taxes, that sort of thing that had
gone on and gotten a lot of publicity in the corporate media? Or did you learn about
some of those things while you worked at Amway?

Amy: That all happened before | came there. When | first came there | wasn’t paying
attention to that kind of thing. It just kind of had to slap me in the fact before | woke up. |
would hear references to it and people would make jokes about it, but | never really got
into that whole story.

There was a sense of people around me that we should be grateful to have a job. We
should be grateful we were given the opportunity to work.

Sharon: And to have such a good job, because the company is so good to you. And
they do things that make you feel you are very lucky to have a job because you’re sitting
at a phone or whatever, you’re making nine or ten dollars an hour..

Amy: When | left | was making $15 an hour. Now that’s a lot of money.

Sharon: And all the benefits and bonuses.

Amy: And some people made more money than that, who didn’t have a degree. For
them, darn right, they were very grateful.

For me, little things too. Like, | am a vegetarian. | don’t eat meat or fish or poultry. To
people | worked with, that was a freaky thing! | mean totally freaky, crazy. They’'d tease

me constantly. Not in a mean way. Just, they’d never let go of the fact that they really
felt that was bizarre.

Richa: Did it seem to you, as Butterfield wrote, that Amway had characteristics of a
cult?



Amy: You know, a lot of people refer to Amway as a cult. | don’t think they are a cult in
the sense that most cults are, but the distributors (“distributor organization”) use a lot of
tactics that are very similar to cults. It is very much a pure world and if you diverge...
Anybody who isn’t “with” that is either a “negative person,” or at their most generous,
somebody who “just isn’t quite ready yet.

Giving til it hurts others: Another look and Rich DeVos & Jay Van Andel’s
benevolence — 1998

https://grpeopleshistory.org/2017/02/26/giving-til-it-hurts-others-another-look-
and-rich-devos-jay-van-andels-benevolence-1998/

(Our post last week was in reaction to a Grand Rapids Press article from 1998 that fea-
tured some information on the philanthropy of Rich DeVos and Jay Van Andel. The arti-
cle is a critique of the GR Press coverage. Today’s post is from the same issue of the
Summer 1998 of the independent newspaper, The Fundamentalist, where it provides
details on some of the organizations receiving money from the Amway co-founder’s
foundations and what role these groups play in state and national policy.)

“There has always been poverty in the world, and it does not help the situation for men,
or nations, of material strength to wallow in some kind of guilt about that fact.” Rich
DeVos, Believe

Imagine the Amway co-founders coming to the Grand Rapids Press and offering them a
nice fat check to run a glowing five-piece series on their tremendous benevolence. Sad-
ly, this is exactly what the Press did without even receiving a check from the local robber
barons. | did not investigate, but it is safe to say that Amway did not have to pay the
Press. Why would it? The Press shares the same values as Rich and Jay, “free markets
for us, labor and poverty for everybody else.”

One could argue at length why the Press chose to do a series of the DeVos and Van
Andel Foundations, a series that practically canonizes them, but | believe it is more im-

portant to point out the grave implications that the Amway co-founder’s “giving” has for
democracy at home and abroad.
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To its credit, the Press did obtain the documents that lays out for us the details of which
groups received funds from the tow foundations. To not question the integrity and moti-
vation of the organizations receiving these funds however, is just bad journalism.

It is bad enough that the Press did not explain how this “giving” is simply a major tax
write off, but to treat the foundation money simply as promoting Conservative and Chris-
tian causes is very dangerous. Indeed, it fails to present the very deliberate and con-
scious effort of the Amway co-founders to promote policies that have resulted in limiting
people’s access to equality, denied religious freedom, and in some cases, caused the
murder of innocent people. What follows is a look at some of the more prominent orga-
nizations that have received money from the DeVos and Van Andel Foundations.

Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church

The DeVos Foundation alone gave nearly $14 million over the past seven years to this
Florida-based church. Aside from telling us that DeVos and Coral Ridge pastor James
Kennedy play tennis, the Press f=gives us little substance on what role Kennedy plays
in the Religious Right across the country.

James Kennedy was an original member of Jerry Falwell’s Moral Majority organization,
a group that has promoted anti-gay policies/anti-gay violence, the notion that women
should be submissive to men and that the State of Israel should receive complete sup-
port from the US.

Kennedy also serves as a spokesperson for the Promise Keepers and has been a
board member of the Coalition for Religious Freedom, a front group for the pseudo-fas-
cist Rev. Moon.

Most disturbing is the Reconstructionist theology that Kennedy and the Amway co-
founders endorse. This type of theology believes that civil law should be replaced by
biblical law. According to author Fred Clarkson, Kennedy gave a keynote speech at the
1996 American Vision conference and made the following comments:

Nobody has the right to worship on this planet any other God than Jehovah. And there-
fore the state does not have the responsibility to defend anybody' s psuedo right to wor-
ship an idol.” Eternal Hostility, Fred Clarkson, 1997

Kennedy, who also hosts a national conference, Reclaiming America, has a weekly TV
program that airs on 360 stations and five cable networks in the US and Russia, as well



as the Armed Forces Network. His 30-minute radio show, Truths that Transform, is
heard six days a week on over 300 radio stations. Thus, Kennedy has unlimited access
to promote his anti-democratic doctrine.

Michigan Family Forum

Closer to home the Michigan Family Forum (MFF) promotes hatred towards the LGBT
community, has close ties to Gov. Engler and has been creating political action commit-
tee in churches across the state.

In his book, The Religious Right in Michigan Politics, author Russ Bellant states that
MFF works closely with James Dobson’s Focus on the Family to organize Community
Impact Communities. Standard reading material for these groups are Randall

Terry’s Operation Rescue, a fanatically anti-choice text and Fr. Enrique Rueda’s, Gays,
AIDS & You, which teaches hate towards the LGBT community. Another author recom-
mended is Paul de Parris, whose name appeared on a letter endorsing the murder of
Dr. David Gunn by anti-abortionist Paul Hill in Florida.

Because of their political organizing, Gov. Engler has involved MFF in the Michigan Ab-
stinence Partnership, sponsored by the Michigan Department of Public Health. They are
also represented on a review committee working on curricula for AIDS/HIV with the
State Department of Education.

National Endowment for Democracy

Maybe the least known of the groups that Van Andel has been deeply involved with,
was the National Endowment for Democracy, also known as NED. NED was created
during the Reagan years as a mechanism to push neoliberal economic policies around
the world and funding governments or political parties that would best serve the interest
of the US. Allen Weinstein, who helped draft the legislation establishing NED, was quite
candid when he said in 1991: “A lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years
ago by the CIA.”

Jay Van Andel was on the Board of Directors of the National Endowment for Democracy
and served in that capacity while the NED was funding death squad governments in
Central America, funding opposition parties in Nicaragua and supporting pro-US dicta-
torships throughout Latin America, Africa and the Middle East.

The Heritage Foundation
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A major recipient from both the DeVos and Van Andel Foundations, the Heritage Foun-
dation is the most active think tank in the US that promotes anti-democratic values.
Founded in 1973 by beer baron Joseph Coors (a close friend of DeVos), this organiza-
tion has promoted White Supremacy and a contempt for the poor.

From 1973 — 82 the Chairman of the board of the Heritage Foundation was former Con-
gressman Ben Blackburn, who said, “voting was not an inherent right but a privilege that
should be qualified by some sort of literacy test.” In testimony before a House commit-
tee Blackburn advocated for publicly hanging housing tenants who fell behind their rent
payment.

Most notable has been the Heritage Foundation’s promotion of conservative economic

programs. They wrote the incoming Reagan administration’s policy guide, Mandate for
Change, that advocated for the elimination of Food Stamps, Medicare, child nutrition
assistance, farm assistance, legal services for the poor and the repeal of a $1,000 tax
exemption for the elderly. Heritage’s current director is Ed Feulner. Feulner has been a
member of numerous organizations that have supported dictatorships throughout the
world. He is a member of the World Anti-Communist League (WACL), which has toes to
several death squads in Latin America and the Free Congress Foundation, which is an-
other recipient of DeVos Foundation money.

Free Congress Foundation, Council for National Policy & the Conservative Cau-
cus

These three organizations have missions and board members that overlap. Rich DeVos
even served as a board member of the Council for National Policy (CPN) at one time.
All three groups have supported US foreign policies that have resulter in the deaths of
thousands of innocent civilians. The Free Congress Foundation (FCF) actively support-
ed the Contra terrorist forces in the 1980s in Central America, the Chilean dictator Au-
gusto Pinochet and Islamic fundamentalist groups in Afghanistan, all of which commit-
ted massive atrocities against civilians in the 1980s. According to author Russ Bellant,
FCF’s Paul Weyrich has also involved the organization in the World Anti-Communist
League, CIA covert actions and support for Eastern European Nazi collaborators.

The CNP is an organization made up of people like former drug and gun runner Oliver
North and R.J. Rushdoony, a Christian Reconstructionist who believes that children
should be given the death penalty for disobeying their parents. This group chastised the
reagan administration in the 1980s for not being supportive enough of the South African
Apartheid government. One board member, Don McAlvany, while on a trip to South
Africa in 1989, suggested that someone might want to kill Archbishop Tutu. In the US,



the CNP promotes the theories of groups like the Pioneer Fund that believes that Blacks
are genetically inferior to Whites.

The Conservative Caucus (CC) is headed by Howard Phillips, who has for years main-
tained close ties to the John Birch Society. The CC has been involved in many of the
same causes as the CNP and the FCF, but one country’s politics has been dear to them
for years.

Angola has been at the center of the CC’s foreign policy concerns for years. CC has
backed the terrorist Jonas Savimbi, leader of the group UNITA. UNITA has one of the
worst human rights records in all of Africa, according to both Amnesty International and
Africa Watch, and has been a political tool of numerous US administrations from Rea-
gan until today. Phillips and the CC have been lobbying Congress for years in favor of
UNITA.

Other noted recipients of the “untold million” from the DeVos and Van Andel Founda-
tions are Hillsale College. The President of Hillsdale College, George Roche, also sits
on the advisory board of the US affiliate of the World Anti-Communist League. This edu-
cational institution has hosted forums with speakers such as Manuel Ayau, a member of
Guatemala’s Amigos del Pais, a group linked to the death squads in Guatemala.

Hillsdale also houses the late John Bircher Clarence Manion’s tape collection, with lec-

tures from former Nicaraguan Dictator Anastasio Somoza Hillsdale’s magazine, Imprim-
is, provides a forum for anti-minority views. In one issue they gave space to the director
of English Only (another DeVos and Van Andel Foundation recipient) to condemn advo-
cates of cultural diversity and bilingual education. This compliments foundation money
that goes to TEACH Michigan and the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, which are mili-
tantly anti-Public Education groups.

This is only a sampling of the groups that both the DeVos and Van Andel Foundations
have contributed to. Even if a small dose of this information had appeared in the GR
Press, at least the public would have more to go on before the Amway co-founders were
given sainthood.



Free Congress Foundation Board of Directors. Back Row (left to right):
Marion Magruder, Jr., Dr. Charles Moser, Ph.D., Jeffrey H. Coors, Paul M.
Weyrich, Howard W. Long, John D. Beckett, Dr. Robert H. Krieble. Front
Row (left (o right): Michelle Laxalt, Richard DeVos, Dr. Robert J. Billings,
Kathleen Teague Rothschild, Thomas A. Roe, James Martin Hill, Jr.,
Ambassador Faith Ryan Whittlesey. Not Pictured: Senator William L.

Armstrong, Congressman Ralph M. Hall, Stephen Walsh.

Responding to the GR Press Pro-Amway Propaganda — 1998

https://grpeopleshistory.org/2017/02/19/responding-to-the-gr-press-pro-amway-propa-
ganda-1998/

“Our people are seeking inspiration all the time, as most people are. Some people find it
in the Rotary Club, some people find it at church and some people like to go to Amway
meetings.” Rich DeVos, in, “The Power of Positive Inspiration,” Forbes 12/9/91

“In many ways Amway is more like a fundamentalist religion than a direct marketing
business, with money as the god.” — from Dangerous Persuaders, by Louise Samways

“‘Now | realize what people mean by Amway Brainwashing; they leave one unable to
trust themselves or their capabilities. | have experienced that and it has led to a great
lack of self esteem and a diminished self image which | have to work on now on a daily
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basis just to cope. | have had to seek a doctor’s care and treatment. | have to take med-
ication to deal with the depression as it is too much to deal with at this time without it.”
former Amway distributor

In April of 1998, the Grand Rapids Press ran a front page series on the “generosity” of

Amway’s two founders, Rich DeVos and Jay Van Andel. What follows is the response
from the independent newspaper, The Fundamentalist in the summer of 1998.

To read the entire article from 1998 that critiques Amway and the GR Press coverage,
click here.

Betsy DeVos’ Connection to War Profiteering in Iraq

Betsy DeVos, current chair of the Michigan Republican Party, has a little known connec-
tion to war profiteering and private security forces in Iraq. Betsy DeVos’ younger
brother, Erik D. Prince, is the founder of Blackwater USA, a private security firm current-
ly working in Iraq.

Blackwater USA received some press attention back in late March when four employees
of the company were killed and dragged through the streets of Fallujah. However, De-

Vos’ connections to the company were never reported in West Michigan, which is not
particularly surprising given the DeVos family’s status as major supporters of Republi-
can causes and the local media’s continued reverence of the DeVos family. The Holland
Sentinel printed an article on April 2, 2004 reporting that Blackwater was founded by
Erik Prince back in 1996, but did not disclose the Betsy DeVos connection. This connec-
tion was first published in an article (“Founder of Blackwater Part of Wealthy Family”)

in the Winston-Salem Journalearlier this month.

Blackwater is typical of the new “corporate military”—an army of private contractors who
are being used in increasing numbers—with an estimated 15,000 private contractors do-
ing “security” work in Iraq. Blackwater currently has “millions of dollars in contracts” to
provide security in Iraq, including a 21 million dollar contract to provide security for the
Coalition Provisional Authority and L. Paul Bremer.
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While questions about legal accountability of privately contracted mercenaries were
raised back in late April, the question has taken on new significance with the abuse at

the Abu Ghraib prison, some of which is reported to have been committed by privately
contracted individuals. In countries such as Colombia, where private contractors are be-
ing used to fight guerilla forces, contractors have been used to circumvent the Congres-
sionally imposed limits on the US military’s actions. In addition, Blackwater has been
recruiting soldiers from repressive governments—including former Chilean commandos
trained under Pinochet.

Blackwater CEO Avoids Having to Deal With the Press

https://mediamousearchive.wordpress.com/2008/05/20/blackwater-ceo/

Yesterday, May 19, the Economic Club of Grand Rapids hosted CEO and founder

of Blackwater Worldwide, West Michigan native Erik Prince. The event—which was sold
out—was open to members of the Economic Club, the media, and members of the gen-
eral public who paid $35 for tickets. Prince spoke to an audience of 750 people in the
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel and was seated at a table that included David Van

Andel, Richard DeVos, and Dick and Betsy DeVos. Erik Prince’s sister, Betsy DeVos,
introduced him and told the audience that Erik’s life work has been to “protect those
who are vulnerable.” There was time for a few questions at the end of the talk, but the
media was not allowed to ask any questions and Prince declined to answer at least one
of the questions posed to him.

Prince used a PowerPoint presentation for his talk. Its cover page had an image of a
military base with bold text that read, “In Support of Security and Peace Everywhere.”
Prince began his talk about trying to convince the audience that the use of private mili-
tary contractors is nothing new and has been part of the US military since the Revolu-
tionary War. He cited several examples including Sir Walter Raleigh, but his favorite ex-
ample was that of Prussian militarist Baron Friedrich Wilhelm Von Steuben. Prince also
mentioned that some of the original firefighters in the US were private contractors, as
were some US counterintelligence groups like the Pinkertons. He told the audience that
the Pinkertons helped spoil a plot to assassinate President Abraham Lincoln in Balti-
more, but failed to mention that the Pinkertons were hired spies for “the Robber Barons”
of the 19th and early 20th century and that they were hired to infiltrate and target orga-
nized labor.
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Next, Prince turned his attention to Blackwater Worldwide and stated that they train
35,000 military/law enforcement personnel annually. He explained that their facility in
North Carolina is used by local law enforcement all the time and that consequently it is
not “secretive” as Blackwater’s critics charge. Prince then mentioned Blackwater’s in-
volvement with an Afghan counter narcotics program, but fails to mention that since the
US invasion of 2001 Afghanistan has become the number one producer of heroin. He
also went out of his way to mention that Blackwater flew 11,000 missions in Afghanistan
in support of US military last year and that they delivered Christmas packages to the
troops. “Some people say they support the troops, well, we really support the troops,”
Prince said.

Prince discussed other services that Blackwater provides, including a new vehicle they
have developed called the Grizzly Armored Personnel Carrier, which he claims would
better protect US troops from roadside bombs. Prince said that he hopes the Depart-
ment of Defense will invest in their product.

The rest of Prince’s presentation consisted of defending what Blackwater does and how
they exist to serve American interests. Prince said that 90% of their employees take an
oath to the US and that despite the claims that his private contractors commit abuses,
‘we go above and beyond what is required” with government accountability. Prince
stressed that Blackwater believes in “market efficiencies” and that his organization is
best equipped to provide training and logistical support for the “new style of warfare that
is being waged around the world.”

»

Prince ended his presentation by talking about all of Blackwater’s “humanitarian efforts,
from rescuing US troops to providing disaster relief aid. He even told the crowd that just
a few days earlier while in Holland, he received a phone call from three missionaries
from West Michigan who were in Kenya. They asked Prince if he could assist them in
getting out of that country, since tensions had increased in recent months.

The 40-minute presentation by Prince was over and those in attendance filed out of the
room. In many ways, this event was a perfect opportunity for Prince to speak to a crowd
that was most likely sympathetic to the work of Blackwater, not so much on partisan
terms, but because of the company’s “free market” claims. Prince said at one point dur-
ing his talk that Blackwater was nothing more than a “robust temp agency.”

Unfortunately, for the public, the press was not able to able to engage the founder of
Blackwater, instead we were sequestered upstairs where we would not even be within
eyesight of the war profiteer. Moreover, the press was not allowed to use cameras or
tape the event. Prince was therefore able to avoid having to talk about the shooting of
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Iraqi civilians last September that led to a Congressional investigation. Prince’s ability to
avoid public scrutiny also means he could avoid talking about his support of and ties to

far right groups such as the Family Research Council.

Over the past two years, Mediamouse.org has done numerous stories on Blackwater,
Erik Prince, and the Prince family including analyses of the media’s coverage of Black-
water and an interview with Jeremy Scahill, the author of the acclaimed book Blackwa-
ter: The Rise of the World's Most Powerful Mercenary Army.

3. DeVos Family, Elections & Money

Who are the biggest political donors in Grand Rapids?

https://griid.org/2011/09/15/who-are-the-biggest-political-donors-in-grand-rapids/

Radical Historian Howard Zinn used to say in America you either have organized people
or organized money. It is debatable as to whether or not we have organized people in
this area, but we certainly have organized money.

Organized money was given an edge on organized people when the US Supreme Court
passed Citizen's United vs the FEC, which granted unlimited campaign contributions.
Corporations and other entities are breaking records of what they are donating and the
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Center for Responsible Politics is estimating that President Obama might raise more
than a billion dollars in his re-election bid.

The Center for Responsible Politics also provides research tools so you can see who the
biggest political donors are in your area. You can search by state, Congressional district
or by zip code. Here is what we found out about who the major donors are in the Grand
Rapids area.

In the 49503 zip code we find that the largest donors in the 2012 election cycle so far are:
Peter Seechia $30,800; Helen DeVos $30,400, Richard DeVos $30,400, Dan DeVos
$10,000 and Pam DeVos $10,000. The largest recipients of this money from the 49503
zip code are: the Republican National Committee $91,600, Justin Amash $36,000, the
Republican Party of Michigan $20,000 and Randall Heckman $14,500.

From the 49504 zip code area the two largest donors are Susan and Michael Jandernoa,
both who have contributed $30,800. Jandernoa is the CEO of the Perrigo Company.
Their money has primarily gone to the Republican National Committee, $62,100.

In the 49506 zip code area the largest donors are: JC Huizenga $5,000, Pat Miles Jr.
$5,000, Bill Lewis $2,500, Margaret & Paul Potter $2,500 each, Scott Brew $2,500,
David and Nancy Kammeraad $2,500 each and James Nicholas $2,000. The largest re-
cipients of money from the 49503 zip code are Justin Amash $13,100 and Barack Obama
$10,950.

From the 49546 zip code area (East Grand Rapids) the largest donors are: Calvin Col-
lege President Gaylen Byker $61,600, Kate Pew Walters $5,000, Attallah Amash
$5,000, Marie Amash $5,000, Eric Larsen $5,000 and Marcy Larsen $2,500. The
largest recipients from the 49546 zip code area are: National Republican Committee
$63,100 and Justin Amash $26,970.

The largest donors from the 49512 zip code area are: John Kennedy (Autocam CEO)
$43,300, Nancy Kennedy $15,000, JC Huizenga $12,000 and Keith Klopcic $5,000. The
top recipient of money coming from the 49512 zip code are: Republican National Com-
mittee $30,800 and the Republican Party of Michigan $30,000.

There is data for money from the other zip codes in the Grand Rapids area, but the do-
nation numbers are small in comparison to the zip codes already listed. However, this
data should give you an idea of who the organized money is coming from and who it is
going to from Grand Rapids.

Who is influencing the 2012 Election with money from Grand Rapids?

https://griid.org/2012/02/06/who-is-influencin
grand-rapids/
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The Center for Responsive Politics just updated their database on financial contribu-
tions for the 2012 Election cycle.

The new data shows that President Obama is way ahead of any of the GOP chal-
lengers, having raised $125 million so far. The next closest candidate in terms of money
raised is Mitt Romney, who has raised $56 million.

Much has been made of the recent Supreme Court decision knows as Citizens United,
which has allowed Corporations and other entities to make unlimited donations during
election cycles. However, it would dishonest to not recognize that money has always
influenced electoral politics in the US and that the richest 1% has always made it a point
to buy influence by buying candidates or financing partisan politics.

Looking at the data recently compiled by the Center for Responsive Politics, one can
see that there are a small number of people locally who are trying to influence the de-
mocratic process by giving large sums of money to candidates and political parties as
the nation prepares for another Presidential Election in November.

In the 49503 zip code area we found that the largest donors in the 2012 election cycle so
far are mostly members of the DeVos Family. Richard DeVos Sr. has contributed
$70,900 so far, with his wife Helen giving an additional $60,400. Dick DeVos has
contributed $41,300 to date and his wife Betsy has given $33,300. The other two
sons of Richard DeVos, Doug and Dan have also made sizeable contributions,

with Doug DeVos giving $44,300 and Dan DeVos throwing in $73,300. The wives of
Doug and Dan DeVos have also contributed to influencing the election with Doug’s

wife Maria contributing $31,300 and Dan’s wife Pam chipping in $5,000. Collectively,
these members of the DeVos family have sought to influence the 2012 elections by con-
tributing $359,800 so far, with 9 months of giving still ahead of us. It should be men-
tioned that Peter Seechia has also contributed a sizeable amount, giving $30,800.

The largest recipients of this money from the 49503 zip code are: the Republican Na-
tional Committee ($358,700) and Justin Amash ($61750), with other candidates receiv-
ing substantially smaller amounts.

From the 49504 zip code area the two largest donors are Susan and Michael Jandernoa,
who have contributed a combined amount of $81,600. Jandernoa is the CEO of the
Perrigo Company. Their money has primarily gone to the Republican National Commit-
tee and Pete Hoekstra who is running against Michigan Senator Debbie Stabenow.

In the 49506 zip code area the largest donors are Mark (Meijer CEO) and Elizabeth Mur-
ray, which have contributed a combined $40,800 to date. Other sizeable contributors
have been JC Huizenga $5,000 and Crystal Flash President Thomas Fehsenfeld
$5,000. The largest recipients from this zip code area are again the Republican National
Committee and Pete Hoekstra.
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From the 49546 zip code area (East Grand Rapids) the largest donors are: Calvin Col-
lege President Gaylen Byker $65,100, Amway executive Suzanne Vanderweide giv-
ing $30,800 and Kate Pew Walters $10,000. The largest recipient from the 49546 zip
code area are again the National Republican Committee.

Lastly, the largest donors from the 49512 zip code area are John Kennedy (Autocam
CEO) $165,800 and Nancy Kennedy $40,800. The top recipient of money coming from
the 49512 zip code area are the Republican National Committee and the Republican
Party of Michigan.

Clearly the largest contributors from Grand Rapids are giving to the GOP, but as we
noted earlier the Obama campaign is way ahead of all other contenders. However, it is
useful to note whom the big money players are in electoral spending from this city and it
speaks to their contempt for anything resembling real democracy.

DeVos Family money fuels the Second and Third Congressional races

https://griid.org/2012/03/22/devos-family-money-fuels-the-second-and-third-congres-
sional-races/

We reported last month on West Michigan residents that have given large sums of mon-
ey to candidates and political parties in an attempt to influence the 2012 elections.

A new report from the Center for Responsive Politics shows that President Obama is
ahead of all Presidential candidates in terms of PAC money raised and Obama has

raised more than double than any GOP candidate, with $157 million at the last campaign
finances reporting date on February 1st.

In Michigan, there are candidates who have a commanding leading in terms of money
raised so far. In the Senate race, the incumbent Debbie Stabenow has raised nearly $9
million, with the next closest candidate (Pete Hoekstra) raising just over $2 million.

Stabenow has raised the bulk of her funds from corporations such as Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, DTE Energy, GM, Ford, Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase and the women’s
PAC known as EMILY’s List. Hoekstra on the other hand is relying on money specific to
West Michigan with major donors like Amway, Autocam, Meijer, Gentex and DP Fox
Ventures.

In the 3rd Congressional race, incumbent Justin Amash has raised just shy of half a mil-
lion dollars and no reporting as of yet from either of the two Democratic challengers,
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Trevor Thomas or Steve Pestka. You can see from this chart here who the main con-
tributors are to Amash to date.

In the 2nd Congressional race, Rep. Bill Huizenga has raised $440,420 so far, with no re-
ported Democratic challengers listed. The bulk of Huizenga’s money is coming from
West Michigan as well and a large percentage of it coming from the DeVos family busi-
nesses, such as Amway/Alticor, Windquest Group, DP Fox Ventures and the Orlando
Magic.

The DeVos Family has contributed over half a million dollars in this
election cycle

https://griid.org/2012/07/20/the-devos-family-has-contributed-over-half-of-million-dollars-

in-this-election-cycle/

As we have reported in previous months, the DeVos family continues to be a major fi-
nancial funder in the 2012 elections.

According to the most recent data from the Center for Responsive Politics, the DeVos
family has contributed collectively just over a half a million dollars so far in the 2012
election cycle — $571,000. However, it is important to note that this is just the amount
they have collectively contributed from the 49503 zip code and we all know that most of
them have multiple homes in multiple locations.

Here is a breakdown of the DeVos Family 2012 Election cycle contributions:

Dan DeVos $87,800
Richard DeVos $85,900
Dick DeVos $71,800
Betsy DeVos $70,800
Pam DeVos $68,300
Helen DeVos $62,900
Doug DeVos $62,800
Maria DeVos $58,300

Rick DeVos $2,500
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The DeVos family members have also used a variety of titles and affiliations when mak-
ing contributions such as Amway, Alticor, The Windquest Group, RDV Corp, The Orlan-
do Magic, DP Fox Venture, Self-Employed and my favorite....... homemaker. Betsy De-
Vos actually referred to herself as a homemaker.

By posting this information on how much money the DeVos family has contributed to the
2012 election cycle is not just to make a point about their desire to influence the out-
come of the elections, it is also to acknowledge that this is just one tactic they use to in-
fluence economic and political policy.

The DeVos family has inserted themselves in many other capacities in order to influ-
ence and benefit from political and economic policy, such as owning prime property in
downtown Grand Rapids, owning sports teams, funding cultural events, sitting on the
board of the Right Place, being part of the Econ Club of Grand Rapids, the One Kent
Coalition, the West Michigan Policy Forum, Grand Action and the Regional Air Alliance
of West Michigan.

This of course is not an exhaustive list of where DeVos family members or their money
is involved, but it does remind us of how much power they wield in West Michigan and
why that power must be challenged.

Amway/Alticor is donating to Obama'’s re-election campaign

https://griid.org/2012/09/04/amwayalticor-is-donating-to-obamas-re-election-campaign/

When people hear the corporate name Amway, all sorts of images and labels come to
mind, but one label that doesn’t usually come to mind is “supported of Democrats.”

It is true that the Amway Corporation has traditionally funded the Republican Party as
has the DeVos and Van Andel Families. We noted back in July that the DeVos family
had already donated over a half a million dollars to the Republicans so far in the 2012
election cycle.

Since 1990, Amway/Alticor had contributed roughly $8.000 to Democrats prior to 2012,
but have thus far contributed $46,800 to Democrats in the current election cycle.
Comparatively, the Republican Party has received $390,900 from Amway/Alticor in
the 2012 election cycle, which demonstrates where the bulk of their paying for political
influence has gone.

The Democrats who have received funding from Amway/Alticor so far this year have
been Congressional candidates David Wu from Oregon ($2,500) and Daniel Adler from
California ($3,500). However, what might come as a surprise to some is that
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President Barack Obama has received $10,000 from Amway/Alticor in his bid to be
re-elected, according to the Center for Responsive Politics. Comparatively, Amway/Alticor
has only given $12,750 to Republican Presidential candidate Mitt Romney so far.

The reason why Amway would give money to Democrats and specifically President
Obama, depends on how one views electoral politics in the US. Thos who think it is
purely ideological might be confused by this data, but if one sees electoral politics pure-
ly in terms of power, then Amway’s donation to Obama and other Democrats makes
complete sense.

Corporations give money to candidates primarily to buy access and to influence policy.
That Amway gave money to Obama’s re-election campaign reflects that they want some
access if he is re-elected. This is the nature of electoral politics in the US, which is why
the corporations that much of the public loathes, such as Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan
Chase, Comcast, BP, Coca Cola give to both political parties. These companies, along
with most, donate to both parties because they want access and the ability to influence
policy no matter who controls the White House or Congress.

Amway, part of coalition that opposes Michigan Energy, Michigan
Jobs ballot initiative

https://griid.org/2012/08/30/amway-part-of-coalition-that-opposes-michigan-ener
chigan-jobs-ballot-initiative/

Last week, MLive ran a story with the focus on West Michigan groups that oppose
the Michigan Energy. Michigan Jobs November ballot proposal.

The story tells readers that Amway and other West Michigan businesses and business
associations are formally opposed to the Michigan constitution mandating that 25% of
Michigan’s energy must be renewable energy by 2025. This business group believes
that is a bad approach and that it will not result in the amount of jobs the ballot initiative
proponents are claiming.

The only source used in the MLive article was an Amway spokesperson, although the
article does link to a previous article about Ottawa County Democrats who support the
ballot initiative.

The MLive article fails on many levels. First, it does not explore the main reasons for
organized opposition to the November ballot initiative. Anyone who knows the philo-
sophical nature of the Chamber of Commerce and many businesses like Amway, would
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know that they are opposed to most forms of government intervention in the economy.
This is an ideological issue, which the MLive writer does not acknowledge or explore.

Second, there is no indication that this is an organized effort to opposed the Michigan
Energy, Michigan Jobs November ballot initiative. The West Michigan entities identified
in the MLive article are part of a coalition known as CARE — Clean, Affordable. Renew-
able, Energy. This coalition is made up of more than just West Michigan businesses and
business association, including:

+ Acemco Inc.

+ Agape Plastics

* Amway

* Betz Industries

- Eagle Alloy

* The Frederick Douglass Foundation of Michigan

+ Grand Rapids Area Chamber

+ Great Lakes Die Cast

+ Master Finish Co.

* Metal Components, LLC.

* Montcalm Alliance

* Montcalm Commission on Aging

* Montcalm County Panhandle Area Chamber of Commerce
+ Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce

* Rothbury Steel

« Steve’s Antique Auto Repair

+ Sunrise Acre Farms

* Trendway Corp.

+ Wyoming-Kentwood Area Chamber of Commerce.

In addition, there are numerous current and former politicians in Michigan who oppose
this ballot initiative such as Ken Sikkema, Frank Kelly, Bill Schuette and local state Rep.
Dave Agema. Agema has this to say about his opposition to the Michigan Energy, Mi-
chigan Jobs ballot initiative:

This will lead to huge increases in your energy bills. Once again, someone will be sub-
sidized with your tax dollars making huge profits at your expense and not producing the
jobs they claim. It s an artificial stimulus program that will not work. Since our energy
costs will skyrocket, businesses will locate elsewhere to avoid these costs. Instead of
creating jobs, we'll lose them. This does not create an environment for businesses to
want to come to Michigan. This is a recipe for lost jobs and higher energy costs for all
involved. Follow the money and watch who gains.

Lastly, the MLive article fails readers in that is does not seek out any independent or
third party voices/perspectives. The lack of a third perspective limits the debate to
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whether or not to support this particular ballot initiative and omits any possible discus-
sion about any serious energy policy that might operate outside of the current industrial
mindset. Serious environmental consequences are not even part of how the debate be-
tween these two opposing forces has been framed.

PACs have raised over $34 million so far in Michigan, one DeVos PAC
has given $500,000

https://griid.org/2012/10/27/pacs-have-raised-over-34-million-so-far-in-michigan-one-

devos-pac-has-given-500000/

According to the Lansing-based group, Michigan Campaign Finance Network, $34.7 mil-

lion has been raised by Political Action Committees as of the most recent campaign fi-
nance filing deadline.

The most recent report states in part:

Michigan's top 150 state political action committees have raised $34.7 million through
the October campaign finance reports. That total is the lowest recorded since the 2004
election cycle for the state’s top 150 PACs.

Rankings were compiled by the nonpartisan Michigan Campaign Finance Network from
reports filed with the Michigan Bureau of Elections.

The relatively low total reflects the absence of two PACs that topped the state list the
last three election cycles: Coalition for Progress, which topped this list in 2006 and
2008, and the Republican Governors Association Michigan PAC, which the set the

record as Michigan's largest PAC ever in 2010.

Another factor contributing to the relatively low total may be the huge volume of money
flowing into state ballot committees this year.

The House Republican Campaign Committee leads the list of PACs this year at
$2,413,905. It is followed by the House Democratic Fund at $2,012,838.

The rest of the top ten PACs are: Senate republican Campaign Committee, $1,552,849;
Michigan Association of Justice PAC, $1,495,502; Michigan Education Association PAC,
$1,290,563; Blue Cross/Blue Shield PAC, $1,043,396; Michigan Regional Council of
Carpenters PAC, $819,043; Business Leaders for Michigan's SuperPAC, $796,250;
United Auto Workers Voluntary PAC, $675,688; and, Michigan Beer and Wine Whole-
salers PAC, $675,688.
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Looking at the top 150 PACs in Michigan, one can see the usual suspects in terms of
which companies, associations and sectors are trying to use money to influence the
electoral outcome.

The state Chamber of Commerce and several regional Chambers have given over a
million, trade unions have given over a million, and several political party affiliated
groups have done the same.

In addition, energy focused groups like DTE ($544,261), Michigan Petroleum Jobbers
($110,270) and the Michigan Petroleum PAC (68,122) are giving to both oppose Prop 3
and buy influence on oil & gas policy in the state.

Other sectors like the telecom and the automotive industry are buying influence and on
the local level the DeVos family has given $500,000 through their group Great Lakes
Education Project to push their privatizing/voucher-based education system.

To see a list of the top 150 PACs in Michigan as of now go to this link.

DeVos, Donor’s Trust and the channeling of money to influence pub-
lic policy

https://griid.org/2013/02/20/devos-donors-trust-and-the-channeling-of-money-to-influ-
ence-public-policy/

Earlier today, Democracy Now featured a story on a somewhat hidden group known as
Donor’s Trust, which has created another layer of influence peddling in US policy and
elections.

The featured guest on the Democracy Now segment was John Dunbar, politics editor at
the Center for Public Integrity and co-author of the group’s months-long investigation into

Donors Trust.

The article by the Center for Public Integrity report identifies usual suspects that channel
money through Donor’s Trust, such as the Koch Brothers. However, if one looks at the
graphic created by the Center, you can see that the Richard & Helen DeVos

Foundation is the second largest contributor to Donor’s Trust, giving well over a
million dollars.
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The Center for Public Integrity documents that much of the funding from foundations like
the DeVos Foundation are channeled to far right Think Tanks, such as the Mackinac
Center for Public Policy. Here is what their report says about Mackinac:

Ten state-level think tanks got a total of $200,000 from Donors Trust to attend ALEC
meetings in 2011 including the Michigan-based Mackinac Center and the Arizona-based

Goldwater Institute, which introduced a raft of anti-union model bills at ALEC’s spring
2012 conference.

The Mackinac Center has gotten $2.4 million from Donors Trust since 2008, according
to the Bridge Project, a liberal think tank.

One Donors Trust grant to Mackinac Center was earmarked for “statehouse
reporting” efforts. Mackinac put the money toward a media machine of blogs and re-

search studies making the case for the state’s new “right-to-work” law.

The Mackinac Center works closely with other Donors Trust recipients, including the

Franklin Center, which counts Mackinac's “media” outlets in Michigan as affiliates.

The Franklin Center, Mackinac and another major recipient of Donors Trust cash, Amer-
icans for Prosperity, co-hosted a day-long training for “citizen watchdogs” featuring

speakers on “school choice” and “union reform” from the Mackinac Center and Republi-
can state Rep. Tom McMillin, who is also an ALEC member.

Besides the outright money that people like Richard DeVos give to candidates or the
political parties to influence policy and election outcomes, they are finding other ways to
channel even more funds from their foundations to an organization that is having a ma-
jor impact on legislative policy across the country and right here in Michigan.
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Buying State Policy: A more honest assessment of the DeVos family
political influence

Two days ago MLive ran a story that names the DeVos family as the largest single

donor to Michigan electoral politics for the 2013-2014 cycle.

The article was prompted by a new report from the Lansing-based watchdog group Mi-
chigan Campaign Finance Network (MCFN). The report, authored by MCFN director
Rich Robinson, is a clear indictment of how money dictates electoral outcomes. The
cover of the report (shown here) is pretty clear about what happens to democracy with

the financial power of families like the DeVos family.
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However, even though the MLive article has a hyperlink to the report, they only include
part of the title, which says “a citizen’s guide to the cycle.” The MLive reporter omits the
part of the report title that says, “Big Money Dominates Michigan Politics.” This is a sub-
tle point, but relevant nonetheless, since the MLive story just presents a simple data
overview of the report without any real analysis of what the implication are for individu-
als or individual families spending millions of dollars to influence the outcome of elec-
tions throughout the state.

The MLive reporter does the obligatory quote from the report’s author, but the one sen-
tence is just a restating of the obvious. “The DeVos family doesn’t have a peer among
individual donors, or as far as interest groups go,” said Robinson.

Comparatively, the MLive writer asked for a response from the DeVos camp and gave
them significantly more print. The response come from Greg McNeilly, who ran Dick
DeVos’ failed campaign for the Governor of Michigan in 2006. McNeilly continued to
work as a DeVos operative, when he became the Windquest Group’s Chief Operating
Officer in 2012. McNeilly also runs one of the DeVos state policy front groups, the Mi-

chigan Freedom Fund.

Here is the full MLive quote from McNeilly:

“Political speech is the most protected form of speech, and we need more people
participating at higher levels. We should applaud anyone who is leading on that
dimension and try to encourage greater participation in our great American exper-
iment.”

Buying State Policy

The larger problem with the MLive article is the utter failure to even follow the money
trail to see how the money that spent at the state level impacts election results and poli-
cy decisions.

The DeVos family political contributions have had clear results in recent years in Mi-
chigan. Their totals for the 2013-2014 cycle were $4,902,055. Most of that money went
to the Michigan Republican Party, with smaller amounts going to individual candidates
and other state groups that would lobby on their behalf. Lets take a look at a couple of
examples of how this plays out.

This past June, Governor Snyder signed into law HB 4052, a law that takes away local
control. Why is this relevant, because powerful entities like the DeVos family do not
want local communities adopting policies like a living wage, regulations against wage
theft or adopting anti-discrimination ordinances that would include or add anti-discrimi-
nation protections for the LGBT community.
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HB 4052 was introduced by Rep. Earl Poleski (R) and then went to the Committee on
Commerce & Trade, which is chaired by Joseph Graves (R). Graves received $9,000
from the DeVos family for his re-election bid in 2014, along with several other members
of the Committee on Commerce and Trade. This committee recommended that HB
4052 be adopted and then it was put before the Michigan Senate. The Michigan Senate
sent the bill to the Competitiveness Committee chaired by Mike Shirkey (R). Rep.
Shirkey received $4,500 from the DeVos family for his re-election bid in 2014, as did
several other members of this committee.

Some of the groups that lobby hard for this bill were also recipients of DeVos family
money, such as the Michigan Chamber of Commerce ($5,300) and the Grand Rapids
Chamber of Commerce ($30,000). The Michigan Freedom Fund was a major proponent
of the legislation and they were funneling money through the Foundation for Michigan
Freedom to run paid political ads in favor of HB 4052. The bill was signed into law in
June of this year.

A second example would be the recent bill that was also signed into law this

summer, HB 4188. This legislation, often framed as a religious freedom bill, would allow
adoption agencies in Michigan the ability to deny LGBT couples/partners/families from
adopting.

HB 4188 was introduced by Rep. Andrea LaFontaine (R). Rep. LaFontaine received
$8,100 in campaign contribution in 2014 from the DeVos family. Many of the cospon-
sors of this bill were also recipients of DeVos family funding.

The largest adoption agency in the state of Michigan is Bethany Christian Services.
Bethany has been a major recipient of funding from the various DeVos family founda-
tions. For instance, the most recent 990 documents (2013) for the Richard & Helen De-
Vos Foundation show that they contributed $250,000 to Bethany Christian Services.
The Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation provided $25,000 to Bethany in 20183.

When we look at specific policy outcomes, it becomes clear that the amount of money
that families like the DeVos family spend on influencing public policy negatively impacts
the lives of millions throughout the state.

West Michigan Political Power

It is also worth noting that of the top 15 financial contributors to Michigan politics in the
2013-2014 cycle, five of them are from Grand Rapids. In addition to the DeVos family,
there is Michael & Susan Jandernoa, John & Nancy Kennedy, the Van Andel Family and
the Meijer Family.

These families are also connected in other ways, serving on numerous boards together
and influencing policy in West Michigan. They collaborated, along with other powerful
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people a few years ago, to form the West Michigan Policy Forum, which has led the way
on numerous state policy changes such as Right to Work, the elimination of business
tax and more recently the Michigan road funding issue. This West Michigan connection
is also not part of the MLive article, even though it seems like it would be an easy con-
nection to make. But then again, Mlive is not in the business of conducting any kind of
substantial power analysis, let alone holding power accountable.

DeVos Family
Donations to Michigan Political Committees 1/1/2013 - 12/31/2014

Recipient Committee Amount Recipient Committee Amount
Michigan Republican Party $2,310,000 | | Friends of Kathy Crawford $9.000
House Republican Campaign Commitiee $640,000 CTE Dorijo Dejonge State Rep. $5,000
Senate Republican Campaign Commitiee $520,000 | | CTE Jeff Farrington State Rep. $8,000
Great Lakes Education Project (DeVos $250,000 | | Friends of Caral Ann Fausons $9,000
E— Frank Foster for State House $9,000
Kent Co. Republican Commities $158.500 | | Friands of Daniets Garcia $5.000
Rick Snyder for Govemner $122.430 CTE Joseph Graves Stale rep. $9,000
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DeVos, Gilbert and friends are still buying elections

https://griid.org/2015/12/15/devos-gilbert-and-friends-are-still-buying-elections/

We are less than a year away from the next Presidential Election and already it is clear
that the super rich are buying the election.

This should in no way be surprising to those who have seriously looked at how elections
function in the US, but it is always useful to follow the money.

Below is a listing of the top corporate political contributions as of November 16, 2015,
according to the Center for Responsive Politics.

The top contributor so far is Rock Holdings, which is a subsidiary of Dan Gilbert’'s com-
pany Quicken Loans. Gilbert has been buying up property all over Detroit in recent
years and is a major player in the gentrification on the east side of the state. Gilbert’s
election contributions in Michigan are to the Republican Party and candidates.

Number two on the list is Jon Stryker Architecture, which is part of the Stryker Corpora-
tion and Stryker family wealth. The Stryker family has a long history of contributing to
the Democratic Party and its candidates, which they continue to do in this cycle. Their
support for the Democrats, makes it clear in Michigan, like in any other state that the
rich buy elections regardless of party affiliation.

Third on this list corporate purchasing of elections is the Kojaian Companies. The Koja-
ian Management Corporation owns and operates industrial real estate properties
around the state, including near the Grand Rapids airport, Byron Center, Walker, Hol-
land and Zeeland. Their contributions go primarily to the GOP.

The DeVos Family, through the Amway and Alticor business entities are 5th and 11th on
the list so far in political contributions for the 2016 cycle. The DeVos family has consis-
tently contributed millions of dollars to the Republican Party and its candidates and is
known for influencing public policy, with a few pieces of legislation in Michigan being the
most recent examples. It should also be noted that the amount of money the DeVos fami-
ly contributes personally is much larger than that which is contributed through the corpo-
ration they own.

Some of the other companies listed also have a long track record of buying influence,
either through elections or lobbying around state policy. In a recent report from the Mi-
chigan Campaign Finance Network, companies that are listed below, such as Dow, DTE,
Ford and Quicken Loans (of which Rock Holdings is a part) have all contributed signifi-
cantly to political action committees in the current election cycle.
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Again, this is not new information, but should be a reminder of how elections really func-
tion. More importantly, the fact that DeVos, Gilbert and other members of the elite are
constantly engaged in a class war and will use whatever means necessary to impose
their will on the rest of society.

DeVos Family political money bought legislation in 2015 that allows
them to spend even more money to influence Michigan politics

https://qgriid.org/2016/01/11/devos-family-political-money-bought-legislation-in-2015-that-
allows-them-to-spend-even-more-money-to-influence-michigan-politics/

Remember in 2012, when the Michigan Legislature and Governor Snyder decided to
ignore what voters had to say about the Emergency Manager ballot issue and pushed
through legislation at the last minute? Well, the Michigan Legislature did it again.

Just hours before the last Michigan political session of 2015, Republicans revised a bill
that will allow even more money to be pumped into the political process. Senate Bill
571 was then signed into law by Governor Snyder on December 31st and is now known
as Public Act 269.

This new law will allow Political Action Committees and the super rich even greater op-
portunity to buy politicians and future legislation. Here are a few of the outcomes of
Public Act 269:

Prohibits public bodies like government agencies from distributing information
about ballot proposals 60 days before the election.

Elimination of a February filing deadline for independent and political committees
and reestablishment of the requirement to file an annual report covering the peri-
od from October 21st through December 31st.

Effective doubling of the amount of money PACs can donate to candidates for the
second time in two years, effective quadrupling the limit since 2013.

Prohibits corporations from collecting contributions from its employees to a

union’s PAC.

Point three is particularly worth noting as it means that the amount of money that can be
spent in politics will increase...... again. Until 2013, individual donors could contribute
only $3,400 per cycle, with PACs permitted to give up to $34,000. The amount changed
two years ago when the legislature raised those ceilings to $6,800 for individuals and
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$68,000 for PACs. With Public Act 269, the amount that individuals can contribute
is up to $13,600 and $136,000 for Political Action Committees.

This means that the DeVos Family and their disgustingly wealthy friends can contribute
more directly to candidates and to PACs. The Michigan legislators who pushed through
the revised version of SB 571 were Rep. Lisa Posthumus Lyons (R) and Rep. Kevin
Cotter (R). Both of the state politicians had received $9,000 in the last election cycle
from the DeVos Family, according to a report by the Michigan Campaign Finance Net-
work.

This is at least the third time this year that DeVos Family money has bought legislation
in Michigan. We know that earlier in 2015, DeVos Family money paid for HB 4052,
which takes away even more autonomy from local governments, particularly around is-
sues such a living wage, wage theft and anti-discrimination ordinances. In addition, De-
Vos Family money helped pass HB 4188, legislation that allows adoption agencies to
discriminate against LGBT families. We wrote about how DeVos money influenced the

adoption of these state laws last fall.

DeVos Family political operative Greg McNeilly, Chairman of the Michigan Freedom
Fund, was gloating over the passing of SB 571, especially since one of the provisions
took some power away from unions. McNeilly had this to say:

“It s one of those reforms that I think is positive for the state and allows employ-
ers to stay focused on their core business.”

What is to be done about the DeVos Family Political Influence?

There is already partisan rumblings from the Democratic Party suggesting that the way
to stop these last minute legislative changes is to win the 2016 elections.

However, it seems that whether it is Public Act 269 or Citizens United, there is no real
interest from the Democratic Party to take money out of politics. So what is to be done
about the political influence of families like DeVos?

There are some tactics, which would be best discussed offline, but one strategy that
might actually hurt the DeVos Family would be a boycott strategy. What if there was an
organized campaign to boycott the following:

Boycott all Amway Products

Boycott ArtPrize

A Boycott by Non-Profits to accept any DeVos Family Foundation money — you
can find this information by going to GuideStar and looking at the 990s of all the
DeVos Family Foundations. http://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx
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Boycott DeVos owned Hotels in Grand Rapids

Boycott DeVos owned Restaurants in Grand Rapids

Boycott art and cultural organizations that the DeVos Family has funded — Grand
Rapids Art Museum, UICA

Boycott organizations where a DeVos or DeVos employee (Awmay, RDV Corp,
Windquest, etc) is on the board of directors — Right Place Inc., GVSU Founda-
tion, Grand Action, West Michigan Policy Forum, Alliance for Livability, Grand
Rapids Chamber of Commerce, etc.

In addition, maybe some creative forms of direct action that would disrupt or shut down
any of the entities targeted for boycott might also have a significant impact.

The point being, that we can not expect the influence and power of the DeVos Family to
simply go away or be lessened simply by operating within the limits of the current politi-
cal process.

The DeVos Family is once again buying political influence

https://griid.org/2016/04/11/the-devos-family-is-once-again-buying-political-influence/

According to recent reports from the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the DeVos
Family has once again out spent virtually everyone in the state when it comes to buying

elections.

Based on data from the most recent Federal Election Commission findings, the DeVos
Family spent $1.32 million on Super PAC funding. This includes money given to Marco
Rubio’s Conservative Solutions PAC, A New Day for America PAC (John Kasich), Right
to Rise PAC (Jeb Bush) and the CARLY for America PAC (pro-Florina).

The largest chunk of DeVos Family money was donated to Rubio’s Conservative Solu-

tions PAC, despite the fact that Senator Rubio has recently dropped out of the race for

the GOP nomination. This has not and will not deter the DeVos Family as they continue
to be the largest electoral donor in Michigan. The DeVos Family also gives a substantial
amount to the State Republican Committee, which can decide what races it want to give

money to. In many ways, the DeVos Family has been much more interested in state

politics, as is evidenced by recent influence peddling with the state legislature.
Speaking of buying State Policy
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The other major campaign finance issue in Michigan has been the amount of money go-
ing to influence state education policy, particularly in Detroit.

The DeVos Family has contributed $1.22 million to individuals and two caucus commit-
tees. Betsy DeVos is front and center in the battle to get Charter Schools and private

education as “schools of choice.” She recently made her views know in a February opin-
ion piece published in the Detroit News.

“The state should “liberate all students from this woefully under-performing dis-
trict model and provide in its place a system of schools where performance and

competition create high-quality opportunities for kids.” The state “should expand
school choice so students could use state education funds at the public or pri-
vate school of their choice.”

Other potential reforms touted by Betsy DeVos: A-F letter grading for schools; alterna-
tive certification for teachers; and a ban on teacher sickouts. Here is where the DeVos
Family spent their money on privatizing education in Michigan.

1. House Republican Campaign Committee, $480,000
2. Senate Republican Campaign Committee, $281,000
3. Gov. Rick Snyder, $34,000

4. Lt. Gov. Brian Calley, $20,400

5. Sen. Margaret O'Brien (R-Portage), $19,000

(Tie) 6. Rep. Brandt Iden (R-Oshtemo Twp.), $18,000
(Tie) 6. Rep. Holly Hughes (R-Montague), $18,000
(Tie) 6. Sen. Marty Knollenberg (R-Troy), $18,000
(Tie) 6. Sen. Wayne Schmidt (R-Traverse City), $18,000
(Tie) 10. Rep. John Bizon (R-Battle Creek), $16,000
(Tie) 10. Sen. Mike Kowall (R-White Lake), $16,000
(Tie) 10. Sen. Jim Marleau (R-Lake Orion), $16,00
(Tie) 13. Sen. Peter MacGregor (R-Rockford) $14,000
(Tie) 13. Rep. Klint Kesto (R-Commerce Twp.) $14,000
(Tie) 13. Rep. Tom Barrett (R-Potterville), $14,000
(Tie) 13. Sen. Phil Pavlov (R-St. Clair) $14,000
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(Tie) 13. Sen. Goeff Hansen (R-Hart), $14,000

Betsy DeVos is a member of the American Federation for Children, a national right wing
lobbying effort on privatizing education.

State Senator from Michigan who Introduced anti-Trans Legislation,
also a recipient of DeVos money

https://qgriid.org/2016/05/26/state-senator-from-michigan-who-introduced-anti-trans-leg-
islation-also-a-recipient-of-devos-money/

State Senator Tom Casperson (R-Escanaba) introduced a North Carolina-style bath-
room inspection bill right here in Michigan yesterday.

The State Senator from Escanaba has been outspoken on this issue for some time now.
Since March of this year, he has been threatening to introduce legislation, after a De-
partment of Education Draft Guidance document, entitled “Safe and Supportive Learn-
ing Environments for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning (LGBTQ)
Students” went public.

On March 29, Casperson wrote, “/t is hard to believe that a state board, which is clearly
out of touch with Michigan residents, got assistance from equally out of touch unelected
bureaucrats to develop such a document to fundamentally change Michigan's public
education system without the public’'s prior knowledge or consent. In the pursuit of so-
cial justice, this so-called draft guidance document creates numerous problems, from
the elimination of parental authority and notification to threatening student safety and
beyond. My bill would stop this policy dead in its tracks.”

More DeVos Funding

Campaign Finance records show that in 2014, the DeVos family contributed $9,000 to
Senator Casperson. In addition, the DeVos family between 2013/2014 was the largest
contributor to the Senate Republican Campaign Committee in Michigan, contributing in
that 2-year span $520,000. The next closest contributor was was Blue Cross/Blue
Shield at $60,000.

Petition Against Legislation

There is an online petition attempting to stop Senator Casperson’s anti-Trans legisla-
tion, organized by Equality Michigan. To sign the petition, click here.
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The DeVos Family, MLive and the Buying of Elections

https://griid.org/2016/08/01/the-devos-family-mlive-and-the-buying-of-elections/

Last Friday, MLive posted some information on which candidates in West Michigan are
receiving money from the DeVos family. | say posted some information, because what
information was given, was the absolute minimum and required virtually no work on the
part of MLive staff.

The MLive posting essentially consisted of slides with a picture of the DeVos family and
the candidates they have contributed to just before the August 2nd primary. Each slide
has a little bit of text, but the posting provides no analysis, not how many other candi-
dates of political action committees the DeVos family has contributed to in the most re-
cent campaign finance disclosure cycle.

MLive once again demonstrates that they will not challenge or investigate the political
and economic influence of the most powerful family in West Michigan.

At a closer and more honest look at the recent campaign donations from the DeVos
family reveals that their influence is much greater than what MLive suggests.

First, here is a complete listing of the DeVos family contributions between June 2nd and
July 28 of 2016. One can see that there are many more candidates that the family has
contributed to beyond West Michigan. It is also evident that the organizations and politi-
cal action committees they have contributed to have been the real beneficiaries of the
DeVos money.

Second, the total amount the DeVos family contributed to influence electoral outcomes
in just 56 days is roughly $1.5 million. This means that the family contributed $26,785
per day during this 56-day period. In other words, the DeVos family contributed the
same amount of money in one day ($26,785) that thousands of people in Grand Rapids
make in one year.

Third, the MLive posting provides no analysis or information on what the DeVos money
buys in terms of policy. This is the most relevant question for journalists to ask, since
rich people don’t give money just for the hell of it, but to determine policy outcomes. For
example, State Representative Daniela Garcia received $9,000 from the DeVos family
on July 14th. One can easily check what the representative from the 90th District is vot-
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ing for and which bill she is introducing by going to_this link. Not surprising, Rep. Garcia
has voted to support policies that benefit businesses, policies that negatively impact
unions and policies that benefit the push to privatize public education. Any of the candi-
dates, that are incumbents, in which the DeVos family has given money to recently,
could easily have been looked at the determine how they vote. This is what real journal-
ism would do.

Fourth, MLive completely ignored the fact that the political action committees and orga-
nizations which received the bulk of the DeVos family money in the past two months is a
larger issue than what individual candidates receive. It would come as no surprise that
the bulk of the DeVos funds during the past two months went to the Republican Party,
both at the state and federal level, to spent how they please.

Then there are the funds the DeVos family has contributed to the Great Lakes Educa-
tion Project and the Michigan Freedom Network, both political action committees that
are run by either a member of the DeVos family or a DeVos family operative. Both enti-
ties received $250,000 from the DeVos family on July 15.

Betsy DeVos is one of the four board members of the Great Lakes Education Project
(GLEP). The GLEP is part of a larger national network of organizations that are working
to undermine public education. The GLEP is the primary entity work on undermining
public education in Michigan and has most recently played a critical role in state policy
decisions on the future of Detroit schools.

The Michigan Freedom Network is the political action committee of the organization of
the Michigan Freedom Fund. It's director is Greg McNeilly, a long time DeVos political
operative. McNeilly was the campaign manager for the failed gubernatorial campaign of
Dick DeVos in 2006. McNeilly is also a board member of GLEP and is the Chief Operat-
ing Officer of the DeVos run Windquest Group. McNeilly was quoted in an MLive article
from last year, boasting how political donations are the most protected form of speech:

“Political speech is the most protected form of speech, and we need more people partic-
ipating at higher levels. We should applaud anyone who is leading on that dimension
and try to encourage greater participation in our great American experiment.”

MLive completely fails to truly inform the public about the power and influence of the
DeVos family. Therefore, we should never rely on it as a source to inform us about how
power functions. Instead, we need to create our own mechanisms to inform and mobi-
lize the public to challenge power, whether it is private or government power.
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West Michigan Congressional Districts Funded by the Rich and Pow-
erful

https://griid.org/2016/08/08/west-michigan-congressional-districts-funded-by-the-rich-
and-powerful/

Last week we reported on how much money the DeVos Family spent just 2 months be-

fore the August 2nd Primary election. The West Michigan family spent $1.5 million dur-
ing the 56 day period just prior to the August Primary, which means they spent $26,785
a day to buy candidates and political influence at the state level.

Now we turn to the two congressional districts that make up Grand Rapids and Holland,
the 2nd and 3rd Congressional Districts.

These two congressional races have been dominated by Republicans for decades and
that trend is not going to change in the near future. According to OpenSecrets.org, the
Republican candidates (both incumbents) have a huge advantage in funding compared
to their Democratic challengers.

In the 2nd Congressional race, Bill Huizenga has raised $1,047,454, compared to
$11,235 raised by the challenger, Dennis Murphy. The disparity in campaign funding is
roughly the same in the 3rd Congressional race, with Justin Amash raising $561,183,
compared to a mere $8,157, raised by Douglas Smith. What is more interesting than the
amounts that have been raised in both Congressional Districts is the sources of those
campaign contributions.

Again, according to OpenSecrets, Bill Huizenga has raised money from some of the
wealthiest entities in the state.

One can see from the graph above that the top contributor so far to Huizenga’s cam-
paign is the DeVos/Van Andel run Amway/Alticor Inc. at $18,000. This contribution from
Amway is more than the total amount raised by the Democratic challenger. The second
largest donor to Huizenga’s campaign is Rock Holdings, which is the parent company of
Quicken Loans, owned by billionaire Dan Gilbert.

Huizenga has also received money from Port City Group, CMS Energy, insurance com-
panies and Koch Industries. Koch Industries is none other than the company owned and
run by the Koch Brothers, who are in many ways the national version of what the DeVos
family is to Michigan.
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In the 3rd Congressional race, Justin Amash dominates in fund raising. One can see
from the graph above that the largest contributor so far has been Michigan Industrial
Tools, which is a company founded by the father of Justin Amash. The second largest
contributor is S Abraham & Sons, owned and operated by a wealthy Arab-American
family in West Michigan.

The third largest contributor to the Amash campaign is the Windquest Group, which is
part of the DeVos family empire. In addition to the Windquest Group, Amway, RDV Corp
and DP Fox ventures have also contributed to the Amash campaign and all of them are
part of the DeVos family empire.

Other major contributors to the Amash campaign are Wolverine Gas & OIl and Autocam
Corp. These two companies are run by some of the richest men in West Michigan, Syd-
ney Jansma (Wolverine Gas & Oil) and John Kennedy (Autocam Corp). Jansma is a
former board member of the Acton Institute and has been a major player fracking
throughout Michigan in recent years.

Kennedy is a major player in West Michigan politics and throughout the state. One can
see from the chart on the right that both Kennedy and his wife have contributed to hun-
dreds of thousands to candidates across the state and the fifth largest donor to Mi-
chigan Political Committees from 2013 — 2014, according to a report from the Michigan
Campaign Finance Network. (see chart below) The Autocam Corp CEO sits on the
board of the West Michigan Policy Forum and the Acton Institute.

More clear evidence that money from the capitalist class is what determines the elec-
toral process in this country.

DeVos Family has a financial hand in the 10 most contested House
races in Michigan

https://griid.org/2016/09/14/devos-family-has-a-financial-hand-in-the-10-most-contested-
house-races-in-michigan/

As we reported last month, the DeVos Family wants to make sure that the election out-
come for Michigan in November works in their favor.

As one of the wealthiest families in Michigan, the DeVos Family knows that contributing
so much money to candidates not only increases their chance that their candidates will
win, but that their candidates will also pass policy which benefits their interests.
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According to the research conducted by the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the
DeVos Family has contributed funds to eight of the top ten most hotly contested races

for the House in Michigan.

Here are the 8 out of the top 10 most hotly contested races for the House in Michigan
and how much money the DeVos Family has contributed:

91st House District: Collene Lamonte vs Rep. Holly Hughes — DeVos Family
has contributed $9,000 to Hughes

39th House District: Michael Stack vs Rep. Klint Kesto — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Kesto

62nd House District: Jim Haadsma vs Rep. John Bizon — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Bizon

24th House District: Steve Marino vs Dana Camphous — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Marino

71st House District: Rep. Tom Barrett vs Theresa Abed — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Barrett

66th House District: Annie Brown vs Beth Griffin — DeVos Family has con-
tributed $9,000 to Griffin

61st House District: John Fisher vs Rep. Brandt Idem — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Iden

104th House District: Rep. Larry Inman vs Betsy Coffia — DeVos Family has
contributed $9,000 to Inman

DeVos Family now funding mostly out of state elections through PACs

https://griid.org/2016/09/29/devos-family-now-funding-mostly-out-of-state-elections-
through-pacs/

According to data from the Center for Responsive Politics, the DeVos Family has shifted
their political donations from Republican Presidential candidates to Political Action
Committee, mostly operating outside of Michigan.

Richard and Helen DeVos have contributed the most, but all of their children and their
spouses are also major contributors as of June of this year. Many of the DeVos Family
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members had been making sizable contributions to Republican Presidential candidates
like Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio and Carly Fiorina. However, as these GOP candidates
dropped out, the DeVos Family then shifted their funds to the Republican National
Committee, Freedom Partners and American Crossroads.

In the Grand Rapids area, DeVos Family members were the Top 46 contributors in the
current electoral cycle, ranging from $50,000 with each contribution, to half a million for

each contribution. The most recent donation was in June of 2016, which means it is like-
ly that they will contribute a million or more before the November election.

You can see in the graphic above how this election cycle has resulted in significantly
larger contributions, since we are in the Citizens United era.

The three top recipients of the money from West Michigan, mostly from the DeVos Fam-
ily, have all received $1,000,000 or more in contributions. The Republican National
Committee has received $1,537.805, the Freedom Partners Action Fund has received
$1,500,000 and American Crossroads has received $1,000,000 so far in the current
election cycle.

Freedom Partners

According to SourceWatch, “Freedom Partners describes itself as a nonprofit, nonparti-
san, 501(c)(6) chamber of commerce that promotes the benefits of free markets and a
free society. Koch Industries issued a press release stating that Freedom Partners is
legally separate from the corporation, but Freedom Partners is controlled by Koch loyal-
ists such as Marc Short. Politico describes the group as the Koch brothers' secret bank.
Additionally, a document discovered after the winter 2014 donor meeting revealed ex-
tensive one-on-one meetings between donors and representatives of the political, cor-
porate, and philanthropic wings of the Koch world.”

Freedom Partners is currently directing most of their funds to Senate battles in the fol-
lowing states: Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Indiana and Nevada. However, Freedom
Partners also provides funding for national groups like the Heritage Foundation and the
US Chamber of Commerce, along with local groups like the West Michigan Policy Fo-
rum. This is another way for the DeVos Family to contribute to West Michigan political
organizations, without it being well know that they are the primary funders.

American Crossroads

Again, according to SourceWatch, “American Crossroads is a conservative Super PAC
created in 2010 by right-wing political operatives and advised by Karl Rove and
former RNCchairman Ed Gillespie to support Republican candidates. Thanks to the U.S.
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Supreme Court’s January 2010 Citizens United decision and the related decision

in Speechnow.org v. FEC, Super PACs like American Crossroads can legally advocate
for or against political candidates without restrictions on the amount of money they can
raise from individuals and corporations.”

American Crossroads is also closely connected to the US Chamber of Commerce, co-
ordinating strategic efforts and political ad buys in several states throughout the country.
American Crossroads is led by President and CEO Stephen Law, a former chief lawyer
for the Chamber of Commerce.

As we have reported before, the DeVos Family has contributing significantly to effecting
the outcome of elections in Michigan, but it is also clear that they want to influence elec-
tions in numerous states as well. The DeVos Family might be based in West Michigan,
but their political reach is far and wide.

Despite the headline, MLive article doesn't really tell us how the De-
Vos family influences education policy in Michigan

https://griid.org/2016/12/26/despite-the-headline-mlive-article-doesnt-really-tell-us-how-

the-devos-family-influences-education-policy-in-michigan/

On Saturday, MLive ran yet another questionable story on the political influence of the
DeVos Family, entitled, How the DeVos family has helped shape education policy in Mi-
chigan. This story is on the heals of an article that MLive ran last Monday that also
demonstrates lazy journalism on the leading Grand Rapids news source.

The article is centered around President-elect Donald Trump’s choice for Secretary of
Education, Betsy DeVos. However, the story frames the issue in such a way as to soft-
en, even minimize, the level of influence that the DeVos Family has had on education
policy in Michigan.

In the second paragraph, the MLive article states:

“In addition to DeVos’ leadership roles for several education policy organizations, she
and her family have used their money and influence as a means to shape major educa-

tion policy initiatives in Michigan.”
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The article never mentions what leadership roles Betsy DeVos plays in organizations
that deal with education policy. It would serve the public well to have a better under-

standing of organizations like American Federation for Children , the Great Lakes Edu-
cation Project (GLEP) and the Alliance for School Choice. Only GLEP is mentioned in
the article.

In addition, the hyper-link provided in the MLive article takes readers to a 9 slide piece
that does little to illuminate how the DeVos family has shaped education policy in Mi-
chigan. A few slides provide brief commentary on the role of the Great Lakes Education
Project on Detroit Public Schools, one on the DeVos-led failed attempt to get a school
voucher policy adopted in Michigan in 2000, along with several slides that make it
sound as if the DeVos family philanthropy is purely benevolent. (See our article on the

political nature of DeVos family philanthropy)

The December 24 MLive article then talks about three education policy areas in Mi-
chigan that the DeVos family has had some influence; Detroit Public Schools, School
Choice and Vouchers.

The section on the Detroit Public Schools is the first time in the article that we are in-
formed about the deep involvement of the Great Lakes Education Project (GLEP). The
MLive story does offer up some numbers on financial contributions by the DeVos family
in regards to influencing the Detroit Public School policy outcome and even links to a

Michigan Campaign Finance Network article about the family’s contribution to politicians
that influenced the outcome of the Detroit Public Schools policy debate. However, what

the MLive article doesn’t tell you is that in the November election, 49 of 53 candidates
endorsed by GLEP won in the general election for the Michigan House of Representa-
tives. Here is a list of those endorsed by GLEP that won in November.

« District #17: Rep-Elect Joe Bellino (Monroe)

« District #19: Rep. Laura Cox (Livonia)

« District #20: Rep-Elect Jeff Noble (Plymouth)

« District #24: Rep-Elect Steve Marino (Harrison Township)

« District #30: Rep-Elect Diana Farrington (Utica)

« District #32: Rep-Elect Pamela Hornberger (Chesterfield Township)
+ District #33: Rep-Elect Jeff Yaroch (Richmond)

- District #38: Rep. Kathy Crawford (Lyon Township)

« District #39: Rep. Klint Kesto (Commerce Twp)


http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/The_American_Federation_for_Children
https://griid.org/2016/11/01/its-not-philanthropy-its-ideological-and-class-warfare-how-the-devos-family-foundation-contributions-complement-their-political-donations-part-ii/
https://griid.org/2016/11/01/its-not-philanthropy-its-ideological-and-class-warfare-how-the-devos-family-foundation-contributions-complement-their-political-donations-part-ii/
http://www.mcfn.org/node/269
http://www.mcfn.org/node/269

* District #42:
* District #44:
* District #45:
* District #47:
* District #51:
* District #56:
* District #57:
* District #58:
« District #59:
« District #61:
* District #63:
* District #64-:
* District #66:
* District #70:
« District #71:
« District #72:
* District #73:
* District #74:
* District #79:
« District #80:
« District #81:
« District #83:
* District #86:
* District #87:
* District #89:
« District #90:

Rep. Lana Theis (Brighton)

Rep. Jim Runestad (Milford Township)
Rep. Michael Webber (Rochester)

Rep. Hank Vaupel (Howell)

Rep. Joe Graves (Argentine Township)
Rep. Jason Sheppard (Temperance)
Rep-Elect Bronna Kahle (Adrian Township)
Rep. Eric Leutheuser (Hillsdale)

Rep. Aaron Miller (Sturgis)

Rep. Brandt Iden (Oshtemo)

Rep. David Maturen (Brady Township)
Rep-Elect Julie Alexander (Hanover)
Rep-Elect Beth Griffin (South Haven)
Rep-Elect James Lower (Cedar Lake)
Rep. Tom Barrett (Charlotte)

Rep-Elect Steve Johnson (Shelbyville)
Rep. Chris Afendoulis (Grand Rapids Township)
Rep. Rob VerHeulen (Walker)

Rep-Elect Kim LaSata (St. Joseph)

Rep. Mary Whiteford (Casco Township)
Rep. Dan Lauwers (Brockway Township)
Rep-Elect Shane Hernandez (Port Huron)
Rep-Elect Thomas Albert (Belding)
Rep-Elect Julie Calley (Portland)
Rep-Elect Jim Lilly (Park Township)

Rep. Daniela Garcia (Holland)



« District #91: Rep. Holly Hughes (White River Township)
« District #93: Rep. Tom Leonard (DeWitt Township)

« District #94: Rep. Tim Kelly (Saginaw Township)

« District #97: Rep-Elect Jason Wentworth (Clare)

- District #98: Rep. Gary Glenn (Midland)

« District # 99: Rep-Elect Roger Hauck (Union Township)
« District #100: Rep-Elect Scott VanSingel (Grant)

« District #101: Rep-Elect Curt VanderWall (Ludington)

* District #102: Rep-Elect Michele Hoitenga (Manton)

« District #103: Rep-Elect Daire Rendon (Lake City)

« District #105: Rep. Triston Cole (Mancelona)

« District #106: Rep-Elect Sue Allor (Wolverine)

* District #107: Rep. Lee Chatfield (Levering)

« District #108: Rep-Elect Beau LaFave (Iron Mountain)

Lastly, the MLive information on the Detroit Public School issue doesn’t reflect any-
where near what independent, grassroots media has reported on this. See this powerful
article from the Voice of Detroit on how the undermining of public education in Detroit is
both an attack on black children and working class families.

School Choice and Vouchers

The remaining two sections of the MLive article are even thinner than the section on the
Detroit Public Schools. On the matter of School Choice, the article states, “DeVos and
her affiliated groups also supported a 2011 law that lifted Michigan’'s cap on charter
schools.” Unfortunately, the MLive article provides no specifics in terms of which candi-
dates were provided with funding to promote the increase in the number of charter
schools in Michigan.

The section on vouchers merely mentions the failed DeVos-led attempt to get a ballot
initiative passed in 2000 that would divert money away from public education to private
and religious schools.

While we have come to expect this type of journalism from MLive, it doesn’t mean we
have to accept it. Time and time again, MLive makes sure that any reporting having to
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do with the DeVos family doesn’t ask any serious questions or even attempts to investi-
gate the real power and influence they have on education and so many other aspects of
life in Grand Rapids and throughout the state.

Buying Endorsements: Rep. Huizenga and Betsy DeVos

https://griid.org/2017/01/16/buying-endorsements-rep-huizenga-and-betsy-devos/

On Thursday, Michigan Republican Congressman from the 2nd District, Bill Huizenga

stated on the House floor that he endorsed Betsy DeVos as Donal Trump’s choice for
Secretary of Education.

MLive reported on Friday that Huizenga was endorsing DeVos. The MLive story has the
GOP Congressman as saying that DeVos was, “passionate and dedicated servant with

a big heart for kids” who has made it her life's mission to ensure access to education for
all children.

However, there was no concrete evidence provided by Huizenga to support such a
statement and MLive didn’t bother to verify the claim either.

That Huizenga endorses Betsy DeVos as Trump’s pick for Secretary of Education is in
no way a surprise. You can see in the graph below that over Huizenga’s career as the
2nd Congressional Representative, he has received more money from DeVos Family-
owned entities (Amway & Windquest Group) than any other source as a candidate, at a

total of $128.200.

This information is not included in Rep. Huizenga'’s Press Release from last week, nor
in the MLive story, even though it seems pretty essential to understanding why the Con-
gressman would enthusiastically endorse Betsy DeVos for Secretary of Education.
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More Right Wing money gets behind Betsy DeVos nomination for Sec-
retary of Education in Ad Campaigns

https://griid.org/2017/02/07/more-right-wing-money-gets-behind-betsy-devos-nomina-
tion-for-secretary-of-education-in-ad-campaigns/

Yesterday, the watchdog organization, the Center for Public Integrity noted that two
conservative non-profit organizations are spending lots of money to run ad campaigns

in states with Senators who haven’t as yet completely committed to voting for DeVos.

The two groups are Club for Growth and America Next. Founded in 1999, Club for
Growth has focused much of their energy around economic issues, such as taxes and
pushing a pro-capitalism agenda. Club for Growth has also aggressively back candi-
dates running for federal office, candidates like West Michigan’s Justin Amash.

According to the Club for Growth website, under the heading, We Are Determined to
see Betsy DeVos win confirmation, it states:

The Club for Growth released the following statement from its president, David Mcin-
tosh, about its new television ad supporting the nomination of Betsy DeVos as Secretary
of Education:

“The Club for Growth enthusiastically endorsed Betsy DeVos when President Trump
nominated her in December, and we are determined to see her win confirmation,”

said Club for Growth president David Mcintosh. “We expected the union-backed lib-
erals to oppose her, but it s especially troubling to see Senators in conservative states
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who are wavering on her nomination because of union pressure. We're running these
ads to make sure constituents understand what's at stake in this nomination battle.”

The Club for Growth is airing TV ads in North Dakota and West Virginia, urging con-
stituents to call their Senator about the DeVos nomination.

Here is an ad that Club for Growth is running.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

America Next is an organization much newer to partisan politics. Founded in 2015,
America Next was started by long-time Republican Bobby Jindal and seeks to influence
the federal policy in four main areas: Education, Defense, Energy and Health Care.

In reading the platform they have for Education Policy, one can see why they are spend-
ing money to get Betsy DeVos nominated. The 44 page Education Policy report is a pub-
lic educator’s worst nightmare.

Here is the ad campaign that America First is running to get Betsy DeVos nominated as
Education Secretary.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com
The Center for Public Integrity article also states:

The Club for Growth and America Next both didn’t respond to a request for comment
from the Center for Public Integrity. Club for Growth is also running digital ads on Twitter
and on websites such as National Review. The 45Committee, another conservative non-
profit whose sister super PAC supported Trump during the 2016 election, has also re-
leased a pro-DeVos web promotion.

8 of Michigan’s top 26 Families making political contributions in the
last election cycle are from West MI

https://griid.org/2017/06/27/8-of-michigans-top-26-families-making-political-contribu-

tions-in-the-last-election-cycle-are-from-west-mi/

A new report from the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, reports that the top 40
families in Michigan contributed a total of $44 million dollars in the last election cycle.


https://youtu.be/4QEN8-UQbJc
https://youtu.be/jrtkFzBye8Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QEN8-UQbJc
http://americanext.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/America-Next-K-12-Education-Reform.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpj-Jt5CokI
http://www.publicintegrity.org/politics
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3455403-Nationalreview.html
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2015/12/09/18948/financial-titans-behind-hillary-clinton-slam
https://www.publicintegrity.org/2016/12/09/20516/donald-trump-rewarding-million-dollar-donors-plum-postings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsZOtGYTgsU
https://griid.org/2017/06/27/8-of-michigans-top-26-families-making-political-contributions-in-the-last-election-cycle-are-from-west-mi/
https://griid.org/2017/06/27/8-of-michigans-top-26-families-making-political-contributions-in-the-last-election-cycle-are-from-west-mi/
http://mcfn.org/node/6486/how-40-michigan-families-made-44-million-in-political-contributions-last-cycle

Not surprising, the DeVos Family contributed to the most on that last at $15 million in
the 2015 — 2016 election cycle.

However, it is important for those who live in West Michigan to recognize that there
were other families in this area that also contributed a significant amount of money to
influence the 2015-2016 election cycle. These are all families that make up the local
power structure, some have large foundation, many sit on boards of non-profits, others
contribute to local colleges and many are involved with groups like the West Michigan
Policy Forum, the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, Grand Action and the Econ
Club.

The amount of money from this list, provided by the Michigan Campaign Finance Net-
work, includes federal and state money. At the federal level the families from West Mi-
chigan primarily gave to the Republican Party, but in some cases they provided funds to
candidates like Rep. Justin Amash and Rep. Bill Huizenga.

Contributions at the state level have receive less attention, which is unfortunate, since
state policy often impacts people more directly than federal policy. For example, here is
just a sampling of state laws that have been passed, which was introduced and promot-
ed by lawmakers that the DeVos Family made contributions to:

In June of 2015 Governor Snyder signed into law HB 4052, a law that takes away

control of local municipalities.
In July of 2015, Michigan adopted HB 4188. This legislation, often framed as a

religious freedom bill, allows adoption agencies in Michigan the ability to deny

LGBT couples/partners/families from adopting.
Public Act 269 was signed into law in December of 2015, by Gov. Snyder. This

act doubles the amount of money that can be contributed to Political Action
Committees and it Prohibits corporations from collecting contributions from its

employees to a union’s PAC.
They spent $1.2 million in 2016 to influence policymakers (a total of 15) on the

issue of Detroit School privatization.

Now, let’s look at the other 7 families from West MI that were in the top 26 in the state
on political contributions in the 2015 — 2016 election cycle.

Jandernoa Family (42 North Partners, Perrigo) — Contributed $827,500

Kennedy Family (Autocam) — Contributed $723,100

Van Andel Family (Amway) — Contributed $667,300

J.C. Huizenga (National Heritage Academies, Huizenga Group) — Contributed $445,489
Meijer Family (Meijer) — Contributed $386,400
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Haworth Family (Haworth Inc.) — Contributed $367,536
Secchia Family (Sibsco) — Contributed $317,380

What we are listing below are some of the committees and State Legislators that these
families from West Michigan gave money to in the 2015 — 2016 election cycle. The Mi-

chigan Campaign Finance Network provides a document that lists the top 40 Families in
Michigan, the breakdown for Federal and state contributions and the top recipients.

Top donors to the House Republican Campaign Committee for 2015-2016: DeVos
family, $720,000, Kennedy family, $160,000, Haworth family, $80,000, Meijer Inc. PAC,
$60,000, J.C. Huizenga, $55,000, Michael Jandernoa, $50,000

Top donors to the Senate Republican Campaign Committee for 2015-2016: DeVos
family, $121,000, J.C. Huizenga, $55,000, Meijer Inc. PAC, $40,000, David Van Andel,
$40,000

20th House District, Rep. Jeff Noble — DeVos family, $9,000
30th House District, Rep. Diana Farrington — DeVos family, $8,000

32nd House District, Rep. Pamela Hornberger — DeVos family, $9,000

38th House District. Rep. Kathy Crawford — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family,
$2,000

39th House District, Rep. Klint Kesto — DeVos family, $9,000
41st House District, Rep. Martin Howrylak — Meijer PAC, $2,000

43rd House District, Rep. Jim Tedder — Kennedy family, Autocam, $2,000

45th House District. Rep. Mike Webber — Kennedy family, $2,000

51st House District, Rep. Joseph Graves — DeVos family, $8,200, Haworth family, Haworth
Inc., $2,000

56th House District. Rep. Jason Sheppard — Meijer PAC, $3,000

57th House District, Rep. Bronna Kahle — DeVos family, $9,000

61st House District. Rep. Brandt Iden — DeVos family, $9,000, Meijer PAC, $4,000
62nd House District, Rep. John Bizon — DeVos family, $9,000

66th House District, Rep. Beth Griffin — DeVos family, $9,000

70th House District, Rep. James Lower — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Haworth
Inc., $2,000
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71st House District, Rep. Tom Barrett — DeVos family, $9,000

72nd House District, Rep. Steve Johnson — Peter Secchia, retired, $1,000, Matthew Ha-
worth, Haworth Inc., $1,000

73rd House District. Rep. Chris Afendoulis — John Kennedy, Autocam, $5,000, Meijer
PAC, $3,500

74th House District. Rep. Rob VerHeulen — DeVos family, $9,000, Meijer PAC of Mi-
chigan, $2,500, Kennedy family, $2,000, Haworth family, $2,000

77th House District, Rep. Tommy Brann — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Ha-
worth Inc., $2,000, Michael Jandernoa, 42 North Partners, $1,000, Peter Secchia, Sib-
sco, $1,000

80th House District. Rep. Mary Whiteford — Haworth family, Haworth Inc., $2,000, Peter
Secchia, Sibisco LLC, $1,000, Michael Jandernoa, 42 North, $1,000

82nd Houst District, Rep. Gary Howell — DeVos family, $9,000

85th House District, Rep. Ben Frederick — DeVos family, $9,000, Jandernoa family, 42
North Partners, $2,000

89th House District. Rep. Jim Lilly — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Haworth Inc.,
$2,000

90th House District, Rep. Daniela Garcia — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, $3,000,
Kennedy family, Autocam, $2,000, Meijer PAC, $2,000

91st House District, Rep. Holly Hughes — DeVos family, $9,000

93rd House District, Rep. Tom Leonard — DeVos family, $9,000

97th House District. Rep. Jason Wentworth — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Ha-
worth Inc., $2,000

99th House District, Rep. Roger Hauck — DeVos family, $7,000
101st House District, Rep. Curt VanderWall — DeVos family, $9,000
102nd House District. Rep. Michele Hoitenga — J.C. Huizenga, Huizenga Group, $1,000

103rd House District, Rep. Daire Rendon — DeVos family $9,000, Haworth family, Ha-
worth, $2,000

104th House District, Rep. Larry Inman — DeVos family, $9,000

106th House DIstrict, Rep. Sue Allor — DeVos family, $9,000
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107th House District, Rep. Lee Chatfield — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Ha-
worth International, $2,000

108th House District, Rep. Beau LaFave — DeVos family, $9,000, Haworth family, Ha-
worth, $2,000

13th Senate District. Sen. Marty Knollenberg — DeVos family, $3,000
19th Senate District, Sen. Mike Nofs — Meijer PAC, $1,000

28th Senate District, Sen. Peter MacGregor — Michael Jandernoa, $2,000, Meijer PAC,
$2,000

29th Senate District. Sen. Dave Hildenbrand — David Van Andel, Van Andel Institute,
$2,000

30th Senate District, Sen. Arlan Meekhof — John Kennedy, $50,000, DeVos family,
$40,000, Van Andel family, $15,000, Peter Secchia, retired, $10,000, J.C. Huizenga,
$10,000, Dick Haworth, $5,000, Meijer PAC, $3,500

32nd Senate District, Sen. Ken Horn — DeVos family, $3,000

Most State Legislators who voted for the new Super PAC bill, have re-
ceived lots of money from the DeVos Family

https://griid.org/2017/09/25/most-state-legislators-who-voted-for-the-new-super-pac-bill-

have-received-lots-of-money-from-the-devos-family/

Last week Governor Rick Snyder signed into law what is being referred to as the Super
PAC Bill.

In some ways, this new bill mirrors the federal election funding trend of Citizen’s United.
However, as the Michigan Campaign Finance Network (MCFN) has noted:

The bill goes further, specifically allowing candidates to solicit unlimited contributions to
supposedly “independent” Super PACs. It also allows candidates and Super PACs to
Share certain vendors, like attorneys or other campaign consultants.

So while an individual donor can give up to $1,000 to a state House candidate’s cam-
paign. The candidate could ask the same donor or a corporate entity to give a much
larger check to a Super PAC that is going to support the candidate. Because Super
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PACs can accept corporate contributions, the original sources of their money are notori-
ously hard to trace.

What this all ends up meaning is that the wealthy capitalist class will have an even
greater influence in both electing candidates and legislation that is put forth by the can-
didates that those with economic power have put in place.

In Michigan, according to the MCFN, the number one non-corporate entity to contribute
to candidates for state government has been the DeVos Family. Therefore, we thought it
would be useful to look at which members of the Michigan Senate and the House of
Representations have received money from the DeVos Family and which of them voted
for the Super PAC bill.

The Senate Bill 335 passed by a margin of 23 — 12. Of the 23 that voted for the bill, 18 of
them have received substantial amounts of money from the DeVos Family during their
time in office. Here is the list of those who voted for the Super PAC bill and have re-
ceived money from the DeVos Family:

Darwin Booher (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Jack Brandenburg (R) has received $14,000 from the DeVos Family
Tom Casperson (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Pat Colbeck (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family

Mike Green (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family

Goeff Hansen (R) has received $16,000 from the DeVos Family
David Hildenbrand (R) has received $21,000 from the DeVos Family
Ken Horn (R) has received $3,000 from the DeVos Family

Joe Hune (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

Marty Knollenberg (R) has received $21,000 from the DeVos Family
Mike Kowall (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family

Peter MacGregor (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Jim Marleau (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family

Arlan Meekhof (R) has received $54,000 from the DeVos Family
John Proos (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

David Robertson (R) has received $7,000 from the DeVos Family
Wayne Schmidt (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Tonya Schuitmaker (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

In the Michigan House the Super PAC bill passed by a margin of 62-45. Of the 62 that
voted for the measure, 31 have also been recipients of DeVos Family money over the
years. Here is that list:

Chris Afendoulis (R) has received $4,500from the DeVos Family
Sue Allor (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Tom Barrett (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2017-2018/billengrossed/Senate/pdf/2017-SEBS-0335.pdf

John Bizon (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Tommy Brann (R) has received $9,000from the DeVos Family
Edward Canfield (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Lee Chatfield (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Kathy Crawford (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Diana Farrington (R) has received $8,000 from the DeVos Family
Ben Frederick (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Daniela Garcia (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Joe Graves (R) has received $17,200 from the DeVos Family
Beth Griffin (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Roger Hauck (R) has received $7,000 from the DeVos Family
Pamela Hornberger (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Gary Howell (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Holly Hughes (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Brandt Iden (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Larry Inman (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Bronna Kahle (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Klint Kesto (R) has received $18,000 from the DeVos Family
Beau LaFave (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Jim Lilly (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

James Lower (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Steve Marino (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Jeff Noble (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

Daire Rendon (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Jason Sheppard (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Curt VanderWall (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Rob Verheulen (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family
Jason Wentworth (R) has received $9,000 from the DeVos Family

In most of the cases where members of the Michigan Legislature didn’t receive money
from the DeVos Family and did vote for the Super PAC bill, they did receive substantial
amounts of money from Michigan Chamber of Commerce and the Michigan Farm Bu-

reau, both of which lobbied for the legislation.

In addition, there were also numerous cases where legislators who did not receive fund-
ing from the DeVos Family, but did receive funds from other families who are part of the
West Michigan Power Structure; such as the Meijer Family, Peter Secchia, Michael Jan-
dernoa and John Kennedy.

However, it seems clear that the DeVos Family, a family who stands to benefit from the
new legislation, which will allow for more individual campaign contributions and PAC
money to be raised for candidates, will be one of the real winners of the new bill signed
last week by Gov. Rick Snyder.
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Lastly, so as not to forget Governor Snyder’s relationship to the DeVos Family, he has
received $142,830 from them since he first ran as Governor for Michigan.

Michigan Senate passes bill to allow Charter Schools to use money
raised from property tax: DeVos money supported Senators who co-
sponsored legislation

https: //qrud org/2017/10/26/michigan-senate-passes-bill-to-allow-charter-schools-to-use-

legislation/

Last week, SB 0574 was passed by the Michigan Senate, which would allow Charter
Schools to receive funding from property tax money raised in school districts. An analy-
sis of the bill states:

One key to attracting families and businesses to Michigan is building strong school sys-

tems. Strengthening Michigan's schools will bolster the State's future workforce and
help develop a strong talent pipeline within the State. Charter

schools are a growing part of the educational system in Michigan and contribute to the
strength of its communities by providing students with many unique educational oppor-
tunities that traditional public schools cannot reproduce.

Another section in the analysis looks specifically at the Kent Intermediate School Dis-
trict, and states:

In Kent Intermediate School District, for example, more than 14,000 students attend
public school academies. A recent millage placed before the voters in that ISD will gen-
erate approximately $20.0 million over the next 10 years for schools there. If the bill had
already been enacted, it could have allowed all students in Kent ISD, rather than just
those who attend traditional public schools, to benefit from that money.

Senator Dave Hildenbrand, who introduced the bill was quoted in the Detroit News as
saying,

“I introduced this bill because there’'s over 14,000 public school students in Kent County

that are not being treated fairly. They re not receiving the same resources as other pub-
lic school students in our county.”
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The other Senator co-sponsors of this bill were Senator’s Phil Pavlov, Pat Colbeck, Mike
Shirkey, Peter MacGregor and Mike Kowall. Together with Sen. Hildenbrand, they have
been the recipients of money from West Michigan’s wealthiest families, including the
DeVos Family, the Meijer Family and John Kennedy. (Source: Michigan Campaign Fi-

nance Network http://mcfn.org/donor-tracking)

So, on the day before that US Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos appeared in Grand
Rapids at the Acton Institute gala, the Michigan Senate passing legislation that fits in
perfectly with what Betsy DeVos has been lobbying for over the past two decades, the
use of public money for charter schools.

The West MI Power Structure is gearing up for 2018 Election with
their money

https://griid.org/2017/11/01/the-west-mi-power-structure-is- i -for-2018-election-
with-their-money/

Yesterday, the Michigan Campaign Finance Network posted an article looking at the or-
ganizations and families contributing the most money (as of Oct 20, 2017) to the 2018
elections at the state level in Michigan.

The data compiled by the Michigan Campaign Finance Network looks specifically at the
campaign contributions that are being funneled through the House Democratic Fund,
the Senate Democratic Fund, the House Republican Campaign Committee and the
Senate Republican Campaign Committee.

They list several of the members of the West MI Power Structure as major contributors
and we decided to to the campaign contributions to date for the state level together, with
images and a brief list of some of the other groups these people are involved with in
West Michigan. The groups they are involved in not only influence state policy, they in-
fluence the economic and political realities in West Michigan.
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B e ey
DeVos Family contribution to the Senate
GOP Campaign Committee

$121,000

Involvement in the West MI Power Structure:
West MI Policy Forum
Econ Club of Grand Rapids
Amplify GR
GVSU Foundation
Believe 2 Become
and lots more.....

DeVos supported Michigan Freedom Fund says anti-gerrymandering
group is hyper-partisan

https://griid.org/2017/12/21/devos-supported-michigan-freedom-fund-says-anti-gerry-
mandering-group-is-hyper-partisan/

A few days ago, the group Voters Not Politicians delivered 425,000 signatures to Lans-
ing, hoping to get a 2018 ballot initiative that would put an end to gerrymandering of po-
litical districts. One organization that is opposing this effort is the Michigan Freedom
Fund.

The Michigan Freedom Fund was the creation of Greg McNeilly, a DeVos political opera-
tive who also serves as the spokesperson for Dick & Betsy DeVos entity know as the
Windquest Group. The Michigan Freedom Fund was created by the DeVos operative
McNeilly right around the time that Michigan Governor Rick Snyder was deciding to
make Michigan a Right to Work state. It is no coincidence that the Michigan Freedom
Fund and Right to Work were happening at the same time. The Michigan Freedom Fund
is essentially designed to promote and lobby to neoliberal economic reforms and attack
working class efforts and labor unions, which becomes clear when you look at their

Facebook page.

On the matter of the anti-gerrymandering ballot initiative, here is what the Michigan
Freedom Fund had to say:

Voters Not Politicians, the organization submitting signatures today to put Michigan re-
districting in the hands of partisan bureaucrats, potentially running afoul of the Voting
Rights Act, is led exclusively by partisan Democratic donors, activists, and a Democratic
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trial attorney, according to public records, the Federal Election Commission and the Mi-
chigan Campaign Finance database.

According to campaign finance records, 7 of the 10 members of the ballot committee’s
leadership have donated a combined $5,648 to Democratic candidates and causes, in-
cluding Mark Schauer, Virg Bernero, Jennifer Granholm, Hillary Clinton, ACT BLUE, and
many more. A list of the donations can be found here.

The Committee’s President, Katie Fahey, is a former Hillary Clinton activist who made
national news last November when she traveled to New York to participate in Clinton’s
later-scuttled victory party.

Jim Lancaster, the Committee’s attorney, is a longtime, prominent Michigan Democratic
trial lawyer.

Vice President and Policy Coordinator Nancy Wang, Canvassing and Field Team Direc-
tor Jamie Lyons-Eddy, Marketing and Communications Director Amelia Quilon, Advisory
Council Director Walt Sorg, Outreach and Data Integrity Director Davia Downey, Educa-
tion Director Lija Hogan, and Finance Director John Hanieski have all written personal
checks to Democratic candidates or causes. Not one has contributed a penny to a Re-
publican cause or candidate.

“Voters Not Politicians has been dishonest with voters from the start,” said Terri Reid,
President of the Michigan Freedom Fund. “This organization was created by Democ-
rats, run by Democrats, and, undoubtedly, bankrolled by Democrats. Voters deserve
better than this kind of partisan masquerade. They deserve transparency. They deserve
the truth.”

For an organization that is deeply partisan and is run by a DeVos political operative, the
Michigan Freedom Fund has no credibility when it comes to calling out groups for being
hyper-partisan.

Having said that, the fact that many Democratic Party operates are behind the anti-ger-
rymandering campaign is disconcerting. If the ballot initiative passes in 2018, it only
means that Voters Not Politician’s wants to establish an Independent Citizen Redistrict-
ing Commission through a state constitutional amendment. However, what is to prevent
that Commission from not being made up of partisan representatives and who will over-
see their efforts.

West Michigan Elite amongst the largest contributors to the 2018
Election in the State



https://griid.org/2018/02/02/west-michigan-elite-amongst-the-
largest-contributors-to-the-2018-election-in-the-state/

The Michigan Campaign Finance Network is already making it clear that the
2018 Elections in Michigan will be one of the most expensive in state
history.

In the 2018 Election we will see contributions from numerous sectors, including
Political Action Committees (PACs), Caucus Committees, Super PACs, outside
funding and an increase in individual candidate contributions.

One area, Caucus Committees, not only demonstrates the outrageous amounts of
money that have already been raised in Michigan, the data also shows that West
Michigan elites are amongst the top contributors to purchasing the 2018 elec-
tions.

According to the data collected by the Michigan Campaign Finance Network,
the top two contributors to the Senate Republican Campaign
Committee are listed as:

DeVos Family, Windquest Group and RDV Corp, $240,000
Kennedy family, Autocam, $60,000

This amount of money is just what was raised in 2017 and we can expect even
higher numbers for 2018.

In the House Republican Campaign Committee, the top three contributors
are from West Michigan:

DeVos Family, Windquest Group and RDV Corp, $240,000
Nancy and John Kennedy, Autocam, $80,000
Secchia family, Sibsco, $80,000

The Republicans have raised significantly larger amounts than the Democrats to
date for the 2018 Election and that typically translates in to the GOP continuing
to dominate state politics. You can see from the chart below, that the Michigan
Republicans have raised in the House and Senate Caucus Committees more than
double what the Democrats have raised.
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DeVos Family is largest political donors in 6 of the 14 Congressional
races in Michigan
https://griid.org/2018/07/18/devos-family-is-largest-political-donors-in-6-of-
the-14-congressional-races-in-michigan/

There are still nearly 4 months before the November 2018 elections. This means that
the campaigns will get uglier over the coming months and the amount of money con-
tributed and spent will be astronomical.

However, let us be clear that the majority of money that has been contributed and will
be contributed in the remaining months of the 2018 election cycle, is money that comes
from the wealthiest families and industries. This is the case all over the country.

Right here in Michigan, we can see that the money coming in for the 14 separate Con-
gressional races is also coming from the wealthiest families. If we are looking at the
wealthiest families in West Michigan, then we need look no further than the DeVos Fam-

ily, which has been the largest political contributor in Michigan for years.

Of the 14 Congressional races the DeVos Family is a major contributor in 6 of those
races. There are some races that will not be close and some races that will certainly go
Democratic (and have for years), so the DeVos Family strategically spends their money
on races that are likely to result in a won for the candidates they are backing.

What follows is data from the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, specifically for the
six Congressional districts that the DeVos Family is making major contributions:

2nd Congressional District Bill Huizenga DeVos Family Contribution $13,500
3rd Congressional District Justin Amash  DeVos Family Contribution $13,500
4th Congressional District John Moolenaar DeVos Family Contribution $13,500
6th Congressional District Fred Upton DeVos Family Contribution $27,000
10th Congressional District Paul Mitchell DeVos Family Contribution $13,500
11th Congressional District Klint Kesto DeVos Family Contribution $5,400

Total DeVos Family Contributions in the Michigan Congressional Races: $77,400

Someone recently asked me why | have it in for the DeVos Family. Any family that can
buy elections, but political access and impose public policy on society that fits their ideo-
logical worldview should be exposed and resisted, not matter who they are. It just hap-
pens that the DeVos Family is at the top of the list from West Michigan. GRIID will con-
tinue to expose them and work with anyone who wants to resist their oppressive politics.

Election contributions by zip code in Grand Rapids: DeVos Family is
again on top
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https://griid.org/2018/08/21/election-contributions-by-zip-code-in-grand-
rapids-devos-family-is-again-on-top/

The most recent data is now available for election contributions in the 2017-2018
election cycle.

There numerous sources available to find this data, such as the Michigan Sec-

retary of State, the Michigan Campaign Finance Network and the Cen-
ter for Responsive Politics.

On the Center for Responsive Politics site, you can also search by zip code and see
who is contributing the most to elections in your area. For example, the 49503
zip code, which includes downtown Grand Rapids, contributes more money
than any other zip code in the city. And the large amount of money coming from
the 49503 zip code is almost exclusively because of the DeVos Family.

The DeVos Family owns homes all around the country, but they use their down-
town Grand Rapids address as the address for political contributions, according
to the Federal Election Commission.

The graphic below is a listing of the 10 contributions from the 49503 zip code and
not surprising, all of them are from the DeVos Family.


https://griid.org/2018/08/21/election-contributions-by-zip-code-in-grand-rapids-devos-family-is-again-on-top/
https://griid.org/2018/08/21/election-contributions-by-zip-code-in-grand-rapids-devos-family-is-again-on-top/
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8723---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8723---,00.html
http://mcfn.org/
https://www.opensecrets.org/
https://www.opensecrets.org/
https://www.opensecrets.org/address/summary.php?zip=49503
https://www.opensecrets.org/address/summary.php?zip=49503

In this next graphic, you can see who the family is making political contributions
to.

DEVOS, RICHARD RETIRED $1,000,000 02/28/2018
M MR
DEVOS, VP CORPORATE  $100,000 10/31/2017
SUZANNE AFFAIRS
CHERYL
DEVOS, DANIEL CHARIMAN/CEO  $100,000 10/31/2017
G
DEVOS, RICHARD RETIRED $100,000 10/31/2017
SR
DEVOS, EXECUTIVE $66,100 12/28/2017
SUZANNE
CHERYL MS
DEVOS, RICHARD EXECUTIVE $66,100 12/28/2017
M MR SR
DEVOS, RICHARD EXECUTIVE $66,100 06/2072018
M MR SR
DEVOS, EXECUTIVE $66,100 06/20v/2018
SUZANNE
CHERYL MS
DEVOS, PRESIDENT $50,000 10/31/2017
DOUGLAS L
DEVOS, MARIAP SMALL $33,900 10/31/2017
MRS BUSINESS

OWNER

Freedom
Partners
Action Fund

Congressional
Leadership
Fund

Congressional
Leadership
Fund

Congressional
Leadership
Fund

Republican
National Cmte

Republican
National Cmee

Republican
National Cmte

Republican
National Cmte

Congressional
Leadership
Fund

National
Republican
Congressional
Cmte



Freedom Partners Action Fund $1,000,000
Republican National Cmte $738,845
Congressional Leadership Fund $350,000
Republican Party of Michigan $281,000
National Republican Senatorial Cmte $169,500
Amway/Alticor Inc $53,191
National Republican Congressional Cmte $49,600
James, John (R) $44,000
Amash, Justin (R) $37,350
Upton, Fred (R) $35,400

Considering what we know about the policies and practices of the Republican
Party, the amount of money that the DeVos contributes is exactly why we cannot
be seduced by any of their other projects like Start Garden, ArtPrize, AmplifyGR
or what their foundations give money to. The amount of harm the DeVos Family
contributes to through their support of the GOP creates the poverty and social
conditions, which often results in people seeking out social services by organiza-
tions that many of the DeVos Foundations fund. This dynamic creates a perfect
circle, where the DeVos Family political influence leads to a greater wealth gap
divide, which leads to non-profits requesting grant money from the family foun-
dations, which generates lots of great PR for the family and it buys the silence of
organizations that claim to be part of the solution.



AN
1,.
.

1. Millions to GOP candidates and commlttees that support
policies which benefit the Capitalist class and punishes
everyone else.

2. Use their Family Foundations to fund organizations that
provide some relief to individuals experiencing poverty.
(Note: they support charity work not solutions to
systemic problems)

3. They get high praise for their charity work, with the news media
failing to link the consequences of political contributions to
social consequences and it buys the silence of non-profits who
rely on their money.

9 of the top 30 political donors in the state are from West MI, but the

DeVos family is number one on the list
https://ariid.ora/2019/02/24/9-0f-the-top-30-political-donors-in-the-state-are-from-west-

mi-but-the-devos-family-is-number-one-on-the-list/
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With all of the data from the 2017-2018 election cycle now in, we can finally see who the
big money contributors were. Many of the names on the list are familiar to most, espe-
cially if you in West Michigan.

In fact, according to a recent post from the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, 9 out of
the top 30 donors during the last election cycle are from West Michigan.

DeVos family $11.3 million
Kennedy family $1.1 million
Haworth family $915,000
Van Andel family $885,000
Jandernoa family $795,000
J.C. Huizenga $762,000
Secchia family $573,000
Meijer family $567,000

Terri Lynn Land & Dan Hibma $450,000

Many of the people on_this list from West Michigan are also part of the Grand Rapids
Power Structure, in part, because of their own personal wealth, but also because of the

organizations they belong to. organizations which often further their wealth and power.

Of course, the DeVos family is at the top of this list and has been for years in terms of
political contributions from people residing in Michigan. The graph below, provides de-
tails of some of the larger contributions that the DeVos family made during the most re-
cent election cycle, with a breakdown funding at the federal and stat level. Two of the

larger PACs the DeVos family contributed were the Great Lakes Education Project (which
Betsy DeVos founded) and the Michigan Freedom Network. which is run by DeVos political

operative Greg McNeilly.

One can search on the database provided by the Michigan Campaign Finance Network,
under the heading Follow the Money.

Fulfilling the DeVos Agenda

However, while it is important to look at which candidates/politicians the DeVos family
contributed to, it is equally important to look at how they voted. This is important, since
the way that the politicians (who received funding from the DeVos family) have voted is
completely in step with the ideological values of the most powerful family in West Mi-
chigan.

We know that the DeVos family supports charter schools and private schools over pub-
lic education. We know that the Michigan legislators who have received funding from
the DeVos family have voted for directing taxpayer money to charter schools, passed
legislation to shift public school teacher pensions away from traditional pension funding
to a 401K system.
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We know that the DeVos family despises organized labor, so their funded politicians
have voted to make Michigan a Right to Work state, have taken away benefits from
public sector employees and have undermined unions across the state. In contrast, De-
Vos funded politicians have voted over and over again for policies that are beneficial to
the business community, especially large companies that transfers more public money
into the private sector.

We also know that the DeVos family funded politicians have voted to legally allow adop-
tion agencies to prohibit same-sex partners from adopting, plus the same politicians
passed legislation to allow for increased campaign contributions to candidates running
for office in Michigan.

Lastly, it is important to mention that DeVos-backed candidates have been in favor of
the Enbridge’s Line 5, which puts the Great Lakes at risk of contamination AND DeVos
funded candidates have been absolutely complicit in the racist and ecological disaster
that is occurring in Flint.

All of this is what DeVos political money buys in Michigan. So the next time you all want
to celebrate ArtPrize, Start Garden, Boxed Water, AmplifyGR or any other aspect of the
DeVos empire, remember what this family really represents.
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DeVos Family decides to end their financial support of Congressman

Amash: What the news media reported and what it omitted
https://griid.org/2019/05/23/devos-family-decides-to-end-their-financial-support-of-congress-
man-amash-what-the-news-media-reported-and-what-it-omitted/

Whenever the DeVos family does anything, it becomes major news. This is understand-
able, in part, because they are the most powerful family in West Michigan. However, it is
also a reflection of how the local news media panders to the family behind the pyramid
scheme known as Amway.

The recent news that 3rd Congressional District, Representative Justin Amash, calling
for the impeachment of President Donald Trump, has become the biggest news story in
the US, since the release of the Mueller Report. While there have been some calls from
the Democrats for the impeachment of Trump, no one was expecting a Republican
Congressman to do the same.

Rep. Justin Amash, who identifies as a Constitutionalist and a Libertarian, doesn't al-
ways vote the same way that most Republicans do. This is partly motivated by Amash’s
ideological views, but it also has to do with the fact that the 3rd Congressional District
has been dominated by the GOP in recent decades. When Vern Ehlers held the same
seat, he would vote outside of the GOP framework, particularly on environmental is-
sues. Like Amash, Ehlers was never really challenged, so he could vote outside of party
lines, because the district has been considered a “safe” district since Paul Henry first
came on the scene in 1984.

This history of the 3rd Congressional District is completely absent from the local news
coverage of the DeVos family announcing that they would no longer be contributing to
Congressman Justin Amash.

Another aspect of the local news coverage regarding the DeVos family announcement
is rather predictable. In looking at the three West Michigan TV station coverage and
MLive, the story is driven by what the DeVos family spokesperson (Nick Wasmiller) says
in a formal statement. The primary statement reflected in West Michigan news coverage
was:

“‘DeVos family members have not made campaign contributions to Congressman
Amash during this political cycle and based on earlier discussions have no plans
to do so.”

“Family members have expressed increasing concerns about a lack of represen-
tation for their district, the Third Congressional, and | would say an inability to
advance efforts connected to important policy matters.”

Like most statements from the DeVos family they are calculating and vague. These
comments are calculating, because the DeVos family doesn’t do anything on a whim.
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Whatever one thinks about the most powerful family in West Michigan, they are strate-
gic and calculating. These statements are also vague, since the DeVos family never ful-
ly wants to show their hand. They always hold their cards close to the chest and there-
fore, only reveal the bare essentials.

West Michigan News Coverage

The WZZM 13 story, along with the WXMI 17 story are both very short. These stories
cite the DeVos spokesperson as a reaction to Amash’s call for Trump’s impeachment.

The WZZM 18 story also mentions that there are already two GOP challengers for the
3rd Congressional District.

The WOOD TV 8 story is a bit longer, since it included a twitter post from Justin Amash
on his conclusions of the Mueller Report. The other major difference was that channel 8
cited Kent County Commissioner Jim Saalfeld, who said that what Amash was doing
was a publicity stunt for his possible Presidential run.

The MLive article was longer than any of the three TV news stories, especially since the
MLive reporter actually provided some information about how much money the DeVos
family had provided previously to Congressman Amash. MLive cited some data from the
2013-2014 election cycle on how much money the DeVos family contributed, data pro-
vided by Craig Mauger, with the Michigan Campaign Finance Network.

However, even though MLive did include some data on DeVos political contributions to
Amash, it was a lazy form of journalism, especially since it would be easy to provide
comprehensive information on how much money the DeVos family has contributed to
Justin Amash since he was first elected in 2010.

According to OpenSecrets.org, the DeVos family has contributed the following to Justin
Amash between 2009 — 2018:

Amway/Alticor Inc. $162,205

Windquest Group $89,875

DP Fox Ventures $38,700
By comparison, here is what the DeVos family has contributed to Rep. Bill Huizenga,
from the 2nd Congressional District during the same time frame:

Amway/Alticor Inc. $122,000

Windquest Group $40,300
The local news media also could have provided data on how much the DeVos family
has contributed to Michigan political candidates in recent years, with data provided by
the Michigan Campaign Finance Network. Doing so, would provide another example of
how much money the family contributes to electoral outcomes in Michigan.

In the election cycle leading up to the last Presidential Election (2015 — 2016), the De-
Vos family contributed a total of $14 million.
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In the 2017 — 2018 election cycle, the amount provided to candidates in Michigan by the
most powerful family in West Michigan was $11 million.

In both cases, one can see from the data and analysis provided by the Michigan Cam-
paign Finance Network, most of the candidates that received money from the DeVos
family ended up winning their election. Again, this family is calculating and strategic.

Therefore, the fact that Amash will no longer be receiving money from the DeVos family
is significant. What we do not know for sure, are the reasons why. Again, the statement
from the DeVos spokesperson are rather vague, which is by design. It is possible that
the call from Amash for the impeachment of Trump is the main reason for the DeVos
family to end their financial support for Amash, or they could have already made that

decision based on Amash’s announcement that he may run against Trump in 2020.

It is possible that both of the reasons factor in to the family’s decision to no longer back
Amash. What is important to consider, based upon the strategic approach that the De-
Vos family takes in terms of political contributions, is that any political change that is a
threat to their wealth and power will result in a reaction from the family. If the GOP is di-
vided, that is certainly a threat the DeVos'’s cannot tolerate and they will do whatever it
takes to make sure that any politician or candidate that threatens their wealth and influ-
ence will incur their wrath. This is the real issue that journalists need to explore, but as
of yet have failed to do.

West Michigan has 5 of the top 10 political contributors in Michigan

for 2019
https://griid.org/2020/03/03/west-michigan-has-5-of-the-top-10-political-contributors-in-mi-
chigan-for-2019/

Members of the 1% class in West Michigan continue to assert tremendous influence
with electoral politics in Michigan.

The Michigan Campaign Finance Network (MCFN) recently posted an article about the
top campaign contributors in Michigan for 2019.

This article provides numbers on how state legislators were receiving their funding (indi-
vidual donor, self-funding or PAC money), along with a breakdown of how much the Re-
publicans and the Democrats raised in 2019, specifically from PAC contributions. In the
2019, the Democrats raised $2.9 million, while the Republicans raised $8.2 million.

In addition, the article provides a list of the top 10 families contributing in 2019, with 5 of
the top ten being families from West Michigan. This has been consist for the past 20
years, with the DeVos family always listed as the largest in the past 3 decades. The
combined total of the 5 families from West Michigan comes to roughly $1.175 million in
campaign contributions for 2019 alone.
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The Top Ten Families Donating in 2019

1 D Famil $523,700.00 .
e ————— Members of the Grand Rapids

2 Cotton Family $319,500.00 Power Structure

3 John & Nancy Kennedy $206,950.00

4 Peter & Joan Secchia $205,050.00 These families all contribute to GOP

5  Moroun Family $186.725.00 candidates, which have enacted policies

in Michigan that have benefited the rich,
6  Ron & Eileen Weiser $175.950.00 while hurting working class families.

In addition, these policies have hurt
communities of color, the LGBTQ community,
8  Bill & Vivenne Young $130,100.00 undocumented immigrants,
public education and the environmental.

7 Haworth Family $142,000.00

9 J.C. Huizenga $101,650.00

10  Sharif Hussein $100,050.00

In addition to contributing to the GOP, these West Michigan families sit on the boards of
entities like, the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, the West Michigan Policy Fo-
rum, the Right Place Inc, the Acton Institute, Talent 2025 and many other organizations
which promote policies that benefit their friends in the capitalist class, while devastating
black and brown communities, indigenous people, the LGBTQ community, undocu-
mented immigrants, women fighting for reproductive justice, public education and the
environment.

As we have documented over and over again, these members of the Grand Rapids
Power Structure also use their foundations to then provide some assistance to the very
same communities who have been negatively impacted by the policies adopted by state
legislators they fund. This demonstrates the absurdity of the non-profit industrial com-
plex in Grand Rapids, since many of the non-profits would not need to exist if these
families were not pushing unjust policies, plus it means that these same non-profits will
not publicly challenge the root causes of the injustices they claim to be addressing.

It's all a well oiled machine, which is exactly why these families from West Michigan
contribute millions to get policies passed that will primarily benefit their position of power
and expand their wealth. This is exactly what West Michigan Nice looks like.

DeVos Family Electoral Contributions: Financing far right politics and

political sycophants
https://griid.org/2020/03/17/devos-family-electoral-contributions-financing-far-right-politics-
and-political-sycophants/
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The electoral process is a highly compromised process, with issues around voter fraud,
gerrymandering and the power that the Democratic and Republican parties have when it
comes to allowing other political parties from forming.

However, possibly the most problematic aspect of the current electoral process is how
members of the capitalist class can dictate what happens via campaign contributions. In
West Michigan, one need look no further than the DeVos family, to see how wealth can
infect the electoral process.

According to data collected by the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the DeVos
family has contributed more money to electoral politics in Michigan over the past several
decades than any other family.

However, the DeVos family is also committed to using their vast wealth to influence
electoral outcomes across the US, specifically in federal races. According to the Center
for Responsible Politics, which tracks political contributions by state, by city and by zip
code, the DeVos family dominates campaign contributions for the current electoral cy-
cle. Based on the latest FEC filings, you can see how much the DeVos family has con-
tributed so far to national elections for the 2020 election cycle.

With just these 10 contributions by the DeVos family, they have contributed $1,850,000.
That is an incredible amount of money, considering this was only in the top 10 listings
for 2019.

Some people might be familiar with the organizations listed as recipients of the DeVos
money, but these are not necessarily household names, like America First Action, the
Senate Leadership Fund, the Congressional Leadership Fund and Better Future Mi-
chigan Fund.

The Better Future Michigan Fund is primarily a fund that has gone to support Republic
Senatorial candidate John James, or more specifically to attack his opponent Senator
Gary Peters. However, the website and the Facebook page also seek to discredit propos-
als like Medicare for All and the Green New Deal.

America First Action is a PAC that also endorses a GOP platform and attacks Democrat-
ic candidates. Their mission statement is rather instructive:

For eight long years, America was held hostage by an administration where our hopes,
dreams and values were sold, piece by piece. Winning became a bad word and apolo-
gies, the norm. Our jobs went overseas, our products made by foreign companies. We
no longer were a first place America.

The statement is very misleading, since jobs going overseas has happened under both
Republican and Democratic administrations, as well as a GOP or Democratic controlled
Congress.

The Congressional Leadership Fund and the Senate Leadership Fund are both de-
signed to gain Republican control of the House and the Senate. In addition, the candi-


http://mcfn.org/donor-tracking
https://betterfuturemichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BetterFutureMichigan/

dates and the platforms that they promote are platforms that favor the Capitalist class,
disproportionately hurt black and brown communities, to not support expanding worker
protections or workplace democracy, do not support the LGBTQ community, are anti-
environmental and do not support policies like Medicaid for All.

Since the DeVos family are major contributors to these organizations, they also support
the candidates and the policies they put forth, policies that are far right and promote
white supremacist, anti-labor and anti-environmental values. Remember this the next
time you look fondly on Start Garden, AmplifyGR, Artprize or any of the other DeVos
funded projects. The DeVos family is Michigan’s #1 Robber Baron family that should be
vilified.

Betsy DeVos-created Great Lakes Education Project is endorsing Mi-
chigan candidates in the upcoming November election, all committed
to adoptlng a privatized education system using publlc money

privatized-education-system-using-public-money/
After the DeVos-led School Voucher ballot initiative was defeated in 2000, Dick & Betsy

DeVos didn’t let that defeat stop their plans to undermine public education.

On the heels of the School Voucher defeat, Betsy DeVos created the Great Lakes Edu-
cation Project (GLEP), identified as a non-partisan, non-profit entity, “supporting quality
choices in public education for all Michigan students,” according to the GLEP webpage.

However, GLEP has been very partisan, by consistently backing mostly GOP candi-
dates, especially those that push for charter schools and using public funding for private
education.

Here is a list of the candidates they are endorsing for the 2020 election cycle. We include a
link to the candidates’ largest funders and how many of them received funding from the
DeVos family.

17th District: Joe Bellino

30th District: _Diana Farrington $13,000 DeVos family
36th District: Douglas Wozniak

39th District: Ryan Berman $5,000 DeVos family

42nd District: Ann Bollin
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43rd District:
44th District:
51st District:
57th District:
63rd District:
64th District:
65th District:
66th District:
77th District:
78th District:
84th District:
86th District:
87th District:
88th District:
89th District:
91st District:
93rd District:
94th District:
97th District:
98th District:
99th District:
102nd District:
106th District:
108th District:

110th District:

Andrea Schroeder $6,000 DeVos family
Matthew Maddock

Michael Mueller $6,000 DeVos family
Bronna Kahle $14,000 DeVos family
Matt Hall $5,000 DeVos family

Julie Alexander $5,000 DeVos family
Sarah Lightner $5,000 DeVos family
Beth Griffin $14,000 DeVos family
Tommy Brann $15,000 DeVos family
Brad Paquette $6,000 DeVos family

Philip Green
Thomas Albert

Julie Calley

Luke Meerman

James Lilly $15,000 DeVos family
Greg VanWoerkom $5,000 DeVos family
Graham Filler

Rodney Wakeman

Jason Wentworth $9,000 DeVos family
Annette Glenn $6,000 DeVos family
Roger Hauck $12,000 DeVos family
Michele Hoitenga $6,000 DeVos

Sue Allor $14,000 DeVos family

Beau Lafave $9,000 DeVos family

Gregory Markkanen
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https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=13
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=10
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=133
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=128
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=102
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=104
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=105
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=9
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=106
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=113
https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=115
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https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=87

Of the 30 incumbents that GLEP is endorsing, all 30 are Republicans and 19 of them
received funding from the DeVos family. However, for those that also received funding

from the Michigan House Republican Campaign Committee, most of the money also
comes from the DeVos family.

GLEP has also endorsed 9 non-incumbent candidates for the Michigan House.
19th District: Martha Ptashnik

45th District: Mark Tisdel

47th District: Meghan Reckling

56th District: T.C. Clements

61st District: Bronwyn Haltom

70th District: Patrick Outman

73rd District: Bryan Posthumus

83rd District: Andrew Beeler

104th District:  John Roth

Make no mistake about it, the Betsy DeVos-created Great Lakes Education Project is
deeply committed to pushing their education agenda, which pushes more charter
schools, more private schools and seeks to redirect public funding away from public ed-
ucation.

DeVos family contributions to GOP super PACs
https://griid.org/2020/09/01/devos-family-contributions-to-gop-super-pacs/

Over the past several weeks, we have been writing about how the DeVos family founda-
tions compliment their political contributions, which furthers their ideological and class
war on the American people.

Just recently, the Center for Media & Democracy posted an article entitled, Conservative
Plutocrats Pour Enormous Sums of Money into GOP Super PACs. The article lists the top
15 individuals/families that have contributed to GOP PACs, with the DeVos family being
#15, with a total of $3.5 million in contributions this election cycle. Of course, there are
several months to go before the election, which means that the DeVos family is likely to
throw even more money into the coffers of GOP PACs.
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The article lists four super PACs that the DeVos family has contributed to: the Senate
Leadership Fund ($1.2 million), America First Action ($1 million), Better Future MI Fund
($700,000), and the Congressional Leadership Fund ($600,000). This is the only infor-
mation provided in the article, so lets take a look at these four super PACs and see who
are the recipients of their money, and thus the DeVos money.

Senate Leadership Fund — according to OpenSecrets.org, the Senate Leadership Fund
has raised over $129 million in the current election cycle, with most of that money going
to producing media, buying broadcast time and administrative costs. In other words, here
the DeVos money is funding the GOP attack ads that are flooding radio and TV stations
across the country.

America First Action — according to OpenSecrets.org, America First Action has been
using the $39 million they have raised so far to also pay for GOP media, specifically at-
tack ads across the country.

Better Future Ml Fund — here the DeVos funds are being used for media buys in Mi-
chigan, to both support the candidacy of John James and to attack Michigan Senator
Gary Peters.

Congressional Leadership Fund — according to OpenSecrets.org, the Congressional
Leadership Fund is also spending the bulk of the $64 million they have raised in this
election cycle to purchase media spots around the country as well.

Even though the DeVos contributions to these GOP PACs are not going directly to can-
didates, they do benefit the candidates to the degree that most of this PAC money is be-
ing used to attack GOP candidate opponents, but more importantly, it engages in the
ideological and class warfare that the DeVos family has engaged in since the founding
of the Amway Corporation sixty years ago.

DeVos money in the 2020 Elections: Part | — Usmg their companles to
buy politicians https:/griid.or
using-their-companies-to-buy-politicians/

The DeVos family has been a major contributor to the Republican Party over the past 5
decades. For example, in the last Presidential Election cycle (2015 — 2016), the DeVos

family spent $14 million on campaign contributions.

In this series, we want to look at campaign funding from the DeVos family in the current
election cycle, 2019 — 2020. In Part I, we look at campaign contributions that come di-
rectly from the companies they own.
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According to the Center for Responsive Politics, there are two DeVos-owned compa-
nies that have made campaign contributions in the 2019-2020 election cycle, RDV Cor-
poration and Amway/Alticor.

Here are some of the campaign contributions from RVD Corperation, which have to-
taled $4,173,362 for 2019-2020.

John James $77,600
Peter Meijer $44,250
Donald Trump $34,594
Fred Upton $33,600
John Bergman $22,400
Shelley Moore Capito $19,500
John Cornyn $16,800
Ben Sase $16.800
Bill Huizenga $16,800
Bill Cassidy $16,800
Here are some of the campaign contributions from Amway/Alticor, for 2019-2020, which
totaled $2,076,260.

Bill Huizenga $39,250
John James $28.505
Peter Meijer $18,050
Joni Ernst $17.800

Mitch McConnell $16,910
Kevin McCarthy $16,870
Cory Gardner $16,800
Martha McSally $16,800
Dan Sullivan $16,800
David Perdue $16,800

Now, some of these people are first time candidates, but several have been in office for
some time, like Trump, Huizenga and McConnell. We know what kind of awful things
these men have done — tax breaks to the wealthiest, perpetuating White Supremacy,
maintaining a brutal US foreign policy, perpetuating mass incarceration, deregulating
environmental laws, and adopting anti-queer/anti-trans policies.

The DeVos family is everywhere in our community, so the next time you think it’s nice
that they gave money for some project, remember they contributed money to the likes of
Mitch McConnell and Donald Trump. Also, remember that these numbers are just what
they contributed through their companies. In Part Il, we will look at DeVos campaign
contributions for local candidates.


https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary?id=D000036976
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary?id=D000000111

DeVos money in the 2020 Elections: Part Il — Even at the local level,

DeVos money bankrolls candidates
https://griid.org/2020/10/27/devos-moneyv-in-the-2020-elections-part-ii-even-at-the-local-

level-devos-money-bankrolls-candidates/

In Part I of this series, we looked at how two of the companies the DeVos family owns,
Amway and RDV Corporation, have provided significant funding to candidates in the
2020 Election.

In Part I, we take a look at candidates who have received funding from candidates at
the local level, often candidates who are not on the public radar, and how much funding
they have received from DeVos family members.

Before looking at the data, it is important that we recognize that the DeVos family does
not give money to candidates in a random fashion, rather they are very strategic with
their money. It would be easy and a mistake to say that they fund all GOP candidates,
but this would be a mistake. The DeVos family funds certain GOP candidates because
of the strategic role they play in politics. While we may find the DeVos influence repul-
sive, they are not stupid.

Kent County Sheriff

In August of 2019, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), ended their 8 year
contract with Kent County. This was certainly a victory for the immigrant justice move-
ment, yet some might see this as a tactical decision by Sheriff Michelle LaJoye-Young.
The first female Sheriff in Kent County made a decision, after the Jilmar Ramos-Gomez
case made national news, to require ICE to have a judicial order to have people de-
tained at the Kent County Jail. What we wrote in August, challenged that narrative, mak-
ing it clear that the immigrant justice movement, led by Movimiento Cosecha, made the
ICE contract public and pressured the county to end that contract. The County would
not end their contract and made clear that they would continue to cooperate with ICE
officials.

With that context in mind, it was instructive to look and see who some of the big cam-
paign contributors were to Michelle Ladoye-Young. According to the county clerk’s data,
the following members of the DeVos family gave money to Sheriff Young’s bid to stay in
her position in Kent County:

Doug DeVos $2,000

Maria DeVos $2,000

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $2,000
Pamela DeVos $2,000

Daniel DeVos $2,000

Richard DeVos $2,000
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That is $12,000 that the DeVos clan contributed to Michelle LaJoye-Young’'s campaign,
and if you include another $2,000 from the Executive Director of RDV Corporation,
Steve Ehmann, then that total is $14,000.

Kent County Clerk

Lisa Posthumus-Lyons is running for re-election for the Kent County Clerk position, a
position that wields a significant amount of power. According to data from the Kent
County Clerk’s office, the following members of the DeVos family contributed to her re-
election campaign:

Doug DeVos $2,000

Maria DeVos $2,000

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $2,000
Pamela DeVos $2,000

Daniel DeVos $2,000

Richard DeVos $2,000

That makes $12,000 that the DeVos clan contributed to Lisa Posthumus-Lyons cam-
paign, and if you include another $2,000 from the Executive Director of RDV Corpora-
tion, Steve Ehmann, then that total is $14,000. See a pattern?

Also worth noting is the fact that Peter Secchia contributed $7,100 to Posthumus-Lyons
as well.

Kent County Treasurer

The race for county treasurer is also a strategic battle for the DeVos family. The GOP
candidate, Peter MacGregor, has been the beneficiary of lots of DeVos money over the
years. In fact, as a State Senator, the DeVos family has been the number one campaign

contributor to MacGregor, according to the Michigan Campaign Finance Network.

According to the clerk’s data, Peter MacGregor has received funding from the following
members of the DeVos family:

Doug DeVos $2,000

Maria DeVos $2,000

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $4,000
Pamela DeVos $2,000

Daniel DeVos $2,000

Richard DeVos $2,000

The total here is $14,000 from the DeVos family to Peter MacGregor, as he seeks to win
the seat for the Kent County Treasurer.

There are also 19 Kent County Commission races, but the only ones we could find
where the DeVos family contributed were in 2 races. The first was to Mandy Bolter, who
is the current Chair of the Board of Commissioners. This makes sense, again, from a


https://mcfn.org/donor-tracking?candidate=44

strategic point of view, that the DeVos family would fund her campaign, since Bolter gets
to influence the agenda for the county. Here is a list of the eVos family members who
contributed to her campaign:

Doug DeVos $1,000

Maria DeVos $1,000

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $1,000
Pamela DeVos $1,000

Daniel DeVos $1,000

Richard DeVos $1,000

In this race the Executive Director for RDV Corporation, Steve Ehmann, also con-
tributed $1,000, making the total DeVos contributions to Many Bolter $7,000.

The only other Kent County Commission candidate to receive campaign contributions
from the DeVos family was Lindsey Thiel, who is currently the commissioner for the 11th
District. Only one DeVos family member contribute to her campaign, Dick DeVos, who
gave $1,000 to Thiel.

When we add up all the money that the DeVos family contributed to races at the Kent
County level, they contributed $50,000 to influence the outcome. This may not seem
like a great deal of money local elections, but their contributions as a group were more
than any other private entity, with only the Kent County Republican Party contributing
more in some of the county races.

DeVos money in the 2020 Elections: Part Il - Buylng State Leglslators

In Part I of this series, we looked at how two of the companies the DeVos family owns,
Amway and RDV Corporation, have provided significant funding to candidates in the
2020 Election.

In Part II, we looked at candidates in Kent County who have received funding from then
DeVos family. In Part I, we take a look at how much the DeVos family has contributed
to candidates running for state office.

We used Michigan Secretary of State Campaign Finance data to see how much candi-
dates and other groups that influence state office have received from the DeVos family.

There were two State House races in Michigan in West Michigan, where the DeVos
family made substantial campaign contributions, in the 73rd an 74th House District
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races. We included Steve Ehmann again, since he is the Executive Director of one of
the DeVos companies, RDV Corp.

Brian Posthumus — GOP candidate running for the 73rd District

Doug DeVos $1,050

Maria DeVos $1,050

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $1,050
Pamela DeVos $1,050

Daniel DeVos $1,050

Steve Ehmann $1,050

Mark Huizenga — GOP candidate running for the 74th District

Doug DeVos $1,050

Maria DeVos $1,050

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $2,100
Pamela DeVos $1,050

Daniel DeVos $1,050

Richard DeVos $1,050

People might ask, why on two State House candidates? Again, it is important to make it
clear that the DeVos campaign contributions are strategic and not random. The 73rd
and 74th State Houses Races are important to win in order to maintain Republican con-
trol of the State House. The other issue is that the DeVos family also contributed to the
House and Senate Republican Campaign Committees, which in turn, fund state candi-
dates. These PACs make determinations on which state candidates to contribute money
to, based on the importance of the race and on how hotly contested they are. This is a
dynamic we see at the federal candidate level with the DeVos family, where they are
more inclined to contribute to PACs than they are to individual candidates. So, look at
how much money the DeVos family members contributed to state races through these
two GOP PACs.

House Republican Campaign Committee

Doug DeVos $83,950

Maria DeVos $83,950

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $83,950
Pamela DeVos $83,950

Daniel DeVos $83,950

Richard DeVos $83,950

Steve Ehmann $83,950

Senate Republican Campaign Committee

Doug DeVos $83,950
Maria DeVos $83,950
Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $125,925



Pamela DeVos $83,950

Daniel DeVos $83,950

Richard DeVos $83,950

Steve Ehmann $83,950
The total for the State elections from the DeVos family comes to $1,217,275, and that
doesn’t include state races outside of West Michigan. This is the kind of numbers we
would expect from the DeVos family, which has been one of the major Republican Party
donors across the country and number one in Michigan for several decades. In Part IV,
we will look at the DeVos family campaign contributions at the federal level.

DeVos money in the 2020 Elections: Part IV — Buying Federal Candi-
date
https://griid.org/2020/10/29/devos-money-in-the-2020-
didates/

In Part I of this series, we looked at how two of the companies the DeVos family owns,
Amway and RDV Corporation, have provided significant funding to candidates in the
2020 Election.

In Part II, we looked at candidates in Kent County who have received funding from then
DeVos family.

In Part I11, we looked at how the DeVos family members were influencing electoral out-
comes through their campaign contributions at the state level.

Today, we will look at their campaign contributions at the federal level.

For this research, we use the data from the Center for Responsive Politics, also known
as Opensecrets.org. You can search by zip code or by individual names. What follows is
a breakdown of what each DeVos family member contributed to federal candidates dur-
ing the 2019-2020 Election cycle, including the dollar amount and date. We only include
the details on Maria DeVos, just so you can see an example of how many different
times a DeVos family member made a campaign contribution during the current election
cycle. Imagine someone making that many campaign contributions and at those
amounts on a regular basis. These people do live in an entirely different world.

Maria DeVos

$5,600 3/19/2019 Mike Rounds (R)
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$5,600 3/19/2019 John Moolenaar (R)

$5,600 3/20/2019 Tim Walberg (R)

$5,600 3/20/2019 David Perdue (R)

$5,600 3/21/2019 Bill Huizenga (R)

$5,600 3/22/2019 Paul Mitchell (R)

$16,000 3/23/2019 Lindsey Graham (R)

$5,600 3/26/2019 Tom Cotton (R)

$5,600 3/26/2019 Dan Sullivan (R)

$5,600 3/26/2019 Joni Ernst (R)

$2,800 3/26/2019 Steven Daines (R)

$5,600 3/26/2019 Martha McSally (R)

$5,600 3/26/2019 Thom Tillis (R)

$5,600 3/27/2019 Mitch McConnell (R)

$5,600 3/28/2019 Cyndy Hye-Smith (R)

$5,600 3/29/2019 John Cornyn (R)

$5,600 3/31/2019 Cory Gardner (R)

$5,600 6/27/2019 Bradley Byrne (R)

$5.600 6/27/2019 Bill Cassidy (R)

$5.600 6/30/2019 John James (R)

$11,200 6/30/2019 Ben Sasse (R)

$5,600 6/30/2019 Shelley Moore Capito (R)
$2,800 9/12/2019 Paul Mitchell (R)

$2,800 9/20/2019 Liz Cheney (R)

$20,000 9/30/2019 Republican Party of Michigan
$5,600 9/30/2019 John Bergman (R)

$35,000 10/1/2019 Republican National Committee
$50,000 10/2/2019 Republican National Committee



$5,600 10/30/2019 Donald Trump (R)

$14,400 12/5/2019 Republican National Committee
$5,000 12/5/2019 Majority Committee PAC

$5,600 12/5/2019 Kevin McCarthy (R)

$75,000 12/5/2019 Congressional Leadership Fund
$100,000 12/9/2019 Better Future Michigan Fund
$5,600 12/13/2019 Shane Hernandez (R)
$125,000 12/19/2019 Senate Leadership Fund
$2,800 12/19/2019 Beth Van Duyne (R)

$2,800 12/19/2019 Genevieve Collins (R)

$2,800 12/20/2019 Esther Joy King (R)

$2,800 12/21/2019 Jessica Taylor (R)

$5,600 3/9/2020 Randy Feenstra (R)

$5,000 3/30/2020 Great America Committee
$11,200 3/30/2020 Fred Upton (R)

$11.200 3/30/2020 Peter Meijer (R)

$2,800 3/31/2020 Braley Byrne (R)

$150,000 6/10/2020 Senate Leadership Fund
$50,00 6/12/2020 Congressional Leadership Fund
$200,000 6/12/2020 America First Action

$40,000 6/25/2020 Republican Party of Michigan
$71,000 6/25/2020 National Republican Senatorial Committee
$50,000 9/25/2020 Republican National Committee
$2,800 9/29/2020 Lisa McClain (R)

$5,600 9/30/2020 Paul Junge (R)

$5,600 9/30/2020 Eric Esshanki (R)

$2,800 9/30/2020 Ashley Hinson (R)



$2,800 9/30/2020 Wesley Hunt (R)
$2,800 9/30/2020 Mario iaz-Balart (R)
$2,800 10/7/2020 Tommy Tuberville (R)
Total: $1,162,000

Richard DeVos Jr $620,600

Daniel DeVos $1,625,605

Suzanne Cheryl DeVos $1,270,100
Pamela DeVos $27,000

Doug DeVos $735,400

When we tally up all of these DeVos family member campaign contributions, we

get $5,440,705 for the 2019/2020 Federal Elections. This is what power looks like. This
is what money buys. It buys, influence, access, loyalty and policy that benefits their fi-
nancial an ideological interests.

DeVos Election funding in 2020 is primarily about the funding of

White Supremacy
https://griid.org/2020/11/01/devos-election-funding-in-2020-is-primarily-about-the-funding-

the-white-supremacy/

Over the past two weeks, we have posted 4 articles taking a look at how the DeVos
family has utilized their wealth during the 2020 Election Cycle.

In Part I of this series, we looked at how two of the companies the DeVos family owns,
Amway and RDV Corporation, have provided significant funding to candidates in the
2020 Election.

In Part II, we looked at candidates in Kent County who have received funding from then
DeVos family.

In Part III, we looked at how the DeVos family members were influencing electoral out-
comes through their campaign contributions at the state level.

In Part IV, we looked at how the DeVos family members were pumping millions into the
federal elections through their campaign contributions.
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The total amount of money coming from the DeVos family in the 2020 election cycle
comes to roughly $12.7 million. During the 2018 election cycle, the DeVos family cam-
paign contributions were comparable, which means that have easy contributed over $20
million during the Trump administration.

Now if there is anything that we have learned about this administration in the past 4
years, we have learned that much of what the Trump administration has been about is
the perpetuation of White Supremacy. Now, if we use the definition that is used by the
group, Challenging White Supremacy, then that definition would be:

White Supremacy is an historically based, institutionally perpetuated system of
exploitation and oppression of continents, nations and peoples of color by white
peoples and nations of the European continent, for the purpose of maintaining
and defending a system of wealth, power and privilege.

This definition of White Supremacy is the very ideologically driven motivation for the
DeVos family’s insertion of millions of dollars in every campaign cycle since the Reagan
era, and it is the over-riding factor during the past 4 years of the Trump administration.

Over the past 4 years, we have witnessed the expansion and promotion of mass incar-
ceration, the widening of the wealth gap in the US, the further gentrification of our com-
munities, the growing use of police power to suppress any resistance (especially resis-
tance from the Black community) the xenophobic cracked down on the immigrant com-
munity, and the growth of domestic terrorism in the guise of “patriotism.” During the
COVID 19 crisis we have seen this administration use White Supremacy to bailout out
Wall Street, while throwing crumbs to the millions of Black, latinx and even poor white
families that are facing unemployment, eviction, sickness and even death. This is what
the DeVos family has been funding over the past 4 years.

Besides the direct funding of the Republican Party during the last four years, the DeVos
family has also utilized the following entities to perpetuate much of White Supremacist
policies that have been adopted at the federal, state and local level:

Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, the West Michigan Policy Forum, The Right
Place Inc., the Acton Institute, the Mackinac Center, the Michigan Freedom Forum, the
Great Lakes Education Project, Grand Action 2.0, Talent 2025 and all of the various
family foundations they operation, which we have written about. All of these entities also
utilize DeVos family funding and the considerable political influence that the DeVos fam-
ily has to make sure that policies and practices are in place that are driven by White
Supremacy — the maintenance and defense of a system of wealth, power and privilege.

This is what the DeVos family has done for the past several decades and most clearly
during the Trump era, the promotion of White Supremacy. Therefore, | ask you how can
you even consider defending or supporting in any way the work that is being done in
Grand Rapids through the numerous non-profits that that DeVos family contribute to? In
addition, how can you support the numerous DeVos created entities that also operated
in Grand Rapids, such as ArtPrize, AmplifyGR and Start Garden? The DeVos family
bludgeons people with White Supremacy, especially Black people, and then offers en-



trepreneurial programs, as if to say, “your problems are not structural, you just haven't
been given the opportunity to shine.” This is managerial racism at its finest.

New Michigan House Speaker, Jason Wentworth, has lots of corpo-

rate backing, including the DeVos family
https://griid.org/2020/11/06/new-michigan-house-speaker-jason-wentworth-has-lots-of-cor-

porate-backing-including-the-devos-family/

It was announced yesterday, that the new Speaker of the Michigan State House will be
Rep. Jason Wentworth, from the 97th District.

Wentworth is former military and a former cop, who was first elected to the Michigan
Legislature in 2016. Wentworth won that election with an infusion of $9,000 from the
DeVos family and has been bringing in lots of corporate cash every since.

Some of the most notable funders of Rep. Wentworth have been:

Blue Cross/Blue Shield

Small Biz PAC

DOW Inc PAC

Mortgage Bankers Assoc. PAC
Huntington Assoc. Good Gov Fund
Home Depot

Detroit Chamber

Ford Motor Co

DTE Energy

Altria PAC

CMS Energy PAC

Police Officers Assoc. PAC
Chatfield Majority Fund

If you want to search his voting record, which seems to be consistent with GOP leader-
ship, go to this link.

The Michigan House is still GOP controlled, 58 — 52. Despite Biden winning Michigan, it
did not translate into a majority of Democrats in the State House.

Sources used for Campaign Finance data on Rep. Wentworth: Michigan Secretary of
State and Michigan Campaign Finance Network.
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Tommy Tuberville thinks the US liberated Europe from Socialism dur-
ing WWII, wins Alabama Senate seat, with lots of funding from the
DeVos cartel
https://griid.org/2020/11/13/tommy-tuberville-thinks-the-us-liberated-europe-from-social-

ism-during-wwii-wins-alabama-senate-seat-with-lots-of-funding-from-the-devos-cartel/

Since the November 3rd election, there have been many things that should be of con-
cern to people who care about social justice and collective liberation.

A great deal of attention has been given to Trump’s unwillingness to concede the elec-
tion results, which is understandable. However, there is another significant issue, which
is the fact that the GOP will continue to control the US Senate.

With the continued Republican control of the Senate, they will be able to block or alter
potential cabinet positions, along with making it difficult for social justice-oriented policy
to be passed.

We can thank that DeVos cartel in part for the continued GOP control of the Senate.
The DeVos cartel contributed nearly $1 million to the Republican Senate Leadership
Fund, which contributed money to several key GOP Senate candidates, like Tommy Tu-
berville in Alabama.

Tuberville, the former Auburn football coach, also received $14,000 in campaign contri-
butions from individual members of the DeVos cartel.
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During his election victory speech. Tuberville said the following:

CTT: Well, it’s it’s a little concerning to me that, just a citizen this
time last week, I look at it and I see what country I grew up in and
what it’s meant and the direction that we were going, and it’s
concerning to me that a guy can run for president of the United
States and have an opportunity to win when he leans more to a
Socialist type of government, you know, one-payer system in
health care, raise taxes 20%, when the other half the country is
basically voting for freedom, let us control our own lives, stay out
of our life. And that’s concerning to me that we’re to the point now
where we’ve got almost half the country voting for something that
this country wasn’t built on. Very concerning and, you know, as I
tell people, my dad fought 76 years ago in Europe to free Europe of
Socialism. Today, you look at this election, we have half this
country that made some kind of movement, now they might not
believe in it 100 percent, but they made some kind of movement
toward socialism. So we're fighting it right here on our own soil.
We've got to decide, you know, over the years which direction we're
going, and that part’s concerning to me.

Earlier today, the New York Magazine wrote the following, in response to Tuberville’s
comment about the US freeing Europe from socialism during WWII:

Despite being of an age at which American men pick up military history as if by osmosis,
Tuberville did not seem familiar with the politics of the European theater: In his speech,
the new senator described how his father took part in “liberating Paris from socialism
and communism.” While this may be an effort to compare his father's combat experi-
ence to his own effort to halt “the doctrine of socialism” in America, the coach’'s political
framework is off. When First Sergeant Charles Tuberville landed in France in 1944, he
was part of a campaign to liberate the allied power from the Nazis. Though socialism
was in the name of the party that Hitler rode into power, the Nazis were, canonically,
fascist. And for students of history aware of the robust French left prior to the war, Tu-
berville’s gaffe could accidentally suggest that his father was involved in a different
march into Paris in the 1940s.
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This is what America politics has come to, and thanks to the DeVos cartel, we now have
people like Tommy Tuberville making policy decisions in the US Senate. This is what
money can buy.

GOP proposes anti-trans legislation in Michigan: Every co-signers of the
bill has received money from the DeVos family
https://griid.org/2021/03/15/gop-proposes-anti-trans-legislation-in-michigan-

every-co-signers-of-the-bill-has-received-money-from-the-devos-family/

On March 10th, GOP Senators in Michigan introduced legislation that is anti-trans.

The proposed bill, Senate Bill 0218, was introduced by Michigan Senator Lana Theis
and was sponsored by the following GOP Senators: Tom Barrett, Jim Runestad, Roger
Victory, Jon Bumstead, John Bison, Kevin Daley, Rick Outman, Aric Nesbitt, Kimberly
LaSata, Michael MacDonald, Dale Born and Curtis VanderWall.

The proposed anti-trans legislation would:

“Require that only biological males may compete for a position on and compete
on a boys’ high school team in an interscholastic activity and only biological fe-

males may compete for a position on and compete on a girls’ high school team in
an interscholastic activity; provide for. Amends 1979 PA 451 (MCL 380.1 —
380.1852) by adding sec. 1146a & repeals sec. 1289 of 1976 PA

451 (MCL 380.1289).”

These kinds of bills are being proposed all across the country at the state level and are
being supported by three large historically anti-LGBTQ groups, the Family Policy Al-
liance, The Heritage Foundation, and Alliance Defending Freedom. According to a re-
cent article from Political Research Associates:

Amid a spate of legislation in early 2021 targeting trans-affirming health care for youth
and trans and gender nonconforming athletes, Ohio State Representative Jena Powell
(R-Arcanum) announced this week that she had signed on to The Promise to America's
Children, a collaborative effort between the Family Policy Alliance, The Heritage
Foundation, and Alliance Defending Freedom. The ten principles set forth a vision for
childhood in which comprehensive sex education is banned in schools, teachers aren’t
allowed to talk about LGBT people, students can openly discriminate against

their LGBT classmates and teachers, parents are encouraged to submit

their LGBT children to unethical conversion therapy and schools are powerless to pro-
tect them, trans student athletes are prohibited from playing sports, trans children are
unable to access life-saving trans-affirming care, child-welfare organizations are en-
couraged to discriminate against LGBT prospective parents, and schools are forced to
out LGBT students to their parents, regardless of safety considerations.

In addition to the national anti-LGBTQ groups that are pushing this type of legislation
across the country, all of the sponsors of Senate Bill 0218 have also received substan-
tial campaign contributions over the years from the DeVos family. As we have reported
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in the past, the DeVos family has consistently financed candidates that take an anti-
LGBTQ stance, anti-union, anti-transparency and pro-Neoliberal economic policies that
almost always include austerity measures.

What follows are a list of the GOP sponsors of Senate Bill 0218 and how much money
they have received directly from the DeVos family or from the House ($1,880,000)

and Senate ($1,121,000) Republican Campaign Committees, to which the DeVos family
is the number one contributor.

. Senator Lana Theis DeVos family $12,000

. Senator Tom Barrett $30,000, plus Senate Republican Campaign Committee,
$507,236 and House Republican Campaign Committee, $448,009

. Senator Jim Runestad DeVos family $12,000, plus Senate Republican
Campaign Committee, $535,495
« Senator Roger Victory DeVos family $2,500

. Senator Jon Bumstead Senate Republican campaign Committee, $483,856

. Senator John Bison DeVos family $30,000, plus House Republican
Campaign Committee, $345,974

«  Senator Kevin Daley DeVos family $10,000, plus Senate Republican
Campaign Committee, $190,883

. Senator Rick Outman House Republican Campaign Committee, $168,783

. Senator Aric Nesbitt DeVos family $4,500, plus House Republican Campaign
Committee, $12,000

«  Senator Kimberly LaSata DeVos family $12,000

«  Senator Michael MacDonald DeVos family $10,000, plus Senate Republican
Campaign Committee, $648,090

. Senator Dale Zorn Senate Republican Campaign Committee, $504,975

. Senator Curtis VanderWall DeVos family $9,000, plus House Republican
Campaign Committee, $83,825

In anticipation of Whitmer veto, Michigan GOP has begun a petition campaign to
allow the use of public money for private and religious education
L A <1/ U/l i dallv - WV Ner-velt L | | \9)! k

petition-campaign-to-allow-the-use-of-public-money-for-private-and-religious-education/

Last week, it was announced that the Let Ml Kids Learn ballot committee was forming,
in order to begin collecting signatures for a ballot campaign that would essentially sup-
port the very legislation that Gov. Whitmer plans to veto.

On October 24, we reported on the Senate and House bills that passed in the Michigan
Legislature, bills that will do what Betsy DeVos has been attempting to do since 2000,
with her failed school voucher ballot initiative.

In the article from late October, we laid out 4 tactics that the DeVos family has been us-
ing to get public money to support private and religious education. Those tactics include
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— the financial backing of candidates who would embrace such policies, to attacked
public teacher unions, to utilize the expertise of far right think tanks in Michigan, and to
create their own education-centered non-profit, the Great Lakes Education Project.

“The passage of this legislation was a test for Governor Whitmer: she could stand
with families and children, or she could stand with special interests. Sadly, but
predictably, Whitmer chose the special interests — as she always has. But Mi-
chigan’s constitution gives voters a recourse, and our petition drive will allow
voters to expand opportunities for children, even if Whitmer won't.”

The above comment comes from Rep. Bryan Posthumus, one of the state legislators
that the DeVos family has provided thousands of dollars in campaign contributions. The
DeVos family, especially through the group the West Michigan Policy Forum, has con-
tinually attacked public teacher unions, which is the second tactic they use. The DeVos-
led effort around these bills also has the support of the Mackinac Center for Public
Policy, which is the 3rd tactic they employ. Lastly, the DeVos-created Great Lakes Edu-
cation Project (GLEP) has been a major champion of these bills and will likely support
the ballot initiative that the Let MI Kids Learn organization is moving forward with.

Let MI Kids Learn needs to collect 340,000 valid signatures from registered voters for
both petitions in six months.

Spokesperson for Let MI Kids Learn, Fred Wszolek was quoted in the Detroit News as
saying, “This exciting legislation gives new opportunities to learn to children, and new
choices to tens of thousands of Michigan parents. But Gov. Whitmer stands in the
schoolhouse door with her veto pen, determined to strip families of any choice, and
deny children the money they deserve for educational opportunities. We're just as de-
termined to veto Whitmer's veto with our petition.”

Wszolek is the co-founder of the Lansing-based organization know as Strategy Works,
has worked on numerous GOP candidate broadcast ad campaigns, but specializes in
the passage and defeat of ballot proposals.

Fred Wszolek recently headed up a ballot initiative for Unlock Michigan, which is a
campaign to prevent the Governor from adopting certain emergency policies, like we
saw in 2020, when Gov. Whitmer mandated lockdown orders as a means of minimizing
the harm of the COVID virus.

Interestingly enough, the address for the Unlock Michigan campaign — 2145 Commons
Parkway, Okemos, M| 48864 — is the same address being used for Let Mi Kids

Learn campaign. The 2145 Commons Parkway, Okemos address is also the address
for Doster Law Offices, PLLC. Doster Law Officers was founded by Eric Doster, who
was longest-serving General Counsel in the history of the Michigan Republican Party,
having served in this position from 1992 to 2017.
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It would seem that the GOP is well organized for the Let Ml Kids Learn campaign. It will
be interesting to see how the Democratic Party, the MEA and those who are committed
to public education respond to the Let Ml Kids Learn campaign.

The money behind the candidates in Michigan - Part lll: DeVos-funded candidates
LIPS irind.orq/2022/02/0 7 /the 10N¢ enind-the-candidates-in-michigan-part-ii-de
vos-funded-candidates/

In Part | of this series, we look at the campaign contributions for the Governor’s race in
Michigan, while Part Il looked at the campaign funding for the West Michigan State Leg-
islature races. Today, we’ll take a look at the DeVos-backed candidates based on the
most recent campaign finance data, specifically candidates running in Michigan.

According to data from OpenSecrets.org, members of the DeVos family and DeVos-
owned companies have contributed to the re-election campaign of Rep. Peter Meijer.
For the most recent quarter of campaign finance data, Meijer received campaign con-
tributions from the following DeVos family members and DeVos-owned entities:

Amway/Alticor Inc. — $5,000
CWD Real Estate — $4,583

RDV Corp — $2,900

Pamela Roland (DeVos) — $2,900

In the 4th Congressional District race, which now pits Fred Upton against Bill Huizen-
ga (re-districting), there are no DeVos contributions to either candidate. The DeVos fam-
ily has consistently supported Huizenga, but they may be waiting until the primary vote
to contribute to this race.

Based on data from the Michigan Secretary of State’s office and their campaign finance
requirements, here are the candidates that members of the DeVos family have con-
tributed to, Republican Committees and contributions for the ballot initiatives run by Let
MI Kids Learn:

Dick DeVos

MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
Wentworth Majority Fund 2 — $10,000

Kent County Republican Committee — $25,000

Let MI Kids Learn — $100,000

Betsy DeVos

MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
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Let Ml Kids Learn — $100,000

Doug DeVos

MI House Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
Kent County Republican Committee — $25,000

Let Ml Kids Learn — $50,000

Maria DeVos

MI House Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
Let MI Kids Learn — $50,000

Daniel DeVos

MI House Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
Kent County Republican Committee — $25,000
Wentworth Majority Fund 2 — $10,000

Compete Michigan Political Action CO — $10,000
Ottawa County Republican Committee — $50

Pamela DeVos

MI Senate Republican Campaign Committee — $41,975
Cheri DeVos

Kent County Republican Committee — $25,000
Wentworth Majority Fund 2 — $10,000

Adding all of those campaign contributions to just these candidates/ballot initiatives,
comes to a total of $823,208 for the most recent quarter of campaign finance reports.
While this is a substantial amount of money, we know that this will increased significant-
ly before the November Election. GRIID will continue to track this information and
demonstrate once again that the politics of the DeVos family is far right, supporting can-
didates and initiatives that hurt BIPOC people, working people, people who identify as
LGBTQ, immigrants and other marginalized communities.



Always Follow the Damn Money: How the Grand Rapids Power Structure looks
out for their own economic interests

TIPS 1d.orqg/2022/02/Z20/always-1oliow-tne-damn 10NeYy ow-the-granc
power-structure-looks-out-for-their-own-economic-interests/

Last Tuesday, the Michigan Senate passed legislation that would provide major tax
breaks to corporations.

Senate Bill 0768 was pass in the Michigan Senate completely on partisan lines, with 22
Republicans voting for the bill, while all 16 Democrats voted against.

Not surprising, this legislation was supported by the Michigan Chamber of Commerce
and other business associations. What is particularly relevant for those of us who live in
West Michigan, is to see how much money members of the Grand Rapids Power Struc-
ture have contributed to each of the 22 Senators. We will be using data from the 2018
election, since Senate races happen every 4 years, the same time that the Governor
races take place. Not all of the data is in for the 2022 election, so we are limiting this in-
vestigation to contributions up to and including the 2018 Elections.

People will often say that this information is “not surprising.” While it isn’t surprising, it is
important to know how much influence members of the Grand Rapids Power Structure
have on public policy, which includes how much money they have provided candidates
in order to pass legislation that benefits them and other members of the Capitalist
Class.

Combined, the Grand Rapids Power Structure has contributed $35,863,214 to the cur-
rent GOP State Senators, in order to pass legislation that will be favorable to their busi-
ness interests.

We will be looking at the Republican Senators who were elected in 2018 and in alpha-
betical order, listing members of the Grand Rapids Power Structure who contributed to
their campaign and how much in 2018, from FollowtheMoney.org

Senator Tom Barrett
Rich DeVos — $4000
Dick DeVos — $4000
Doug DeVos — $4000
Dan DeVos — $4000
Maria DeVos — $4000
Cheri DeVos — $4000
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Betsy DeVos — $2000
Helen DeVos — $2000
Michael Jandernoa — $2000
Pam DeVos — $2000
John Kennedy — $2000
JC Huizenga — $1500
Senator John Bizon
Dick DeVos — $4000
Doug DeVos — $4000
Dan DeVos — $4000
Maria DeVos — $4000
Cheri DeVos — $4000
Rick DeVos — $4000
Betsy DeVos — $2000
Micheal Jandernoa — $2000
JC Huizenga — $2000
Helen DeVos — $2000
Pam DeVos — $2000
Susan Jandernoa $1000
Peter Secchia — $1000
Jon Bumstead

Dick DeVos — $2000
Doug DeVos — $2000
Dan DeVos — $2000
Maria DeVos — $2000
Cheri DeVos — $2000
Rick DeVos — $2000



John Kennedy — $2000
Micheal Jandernoa — $1000
Kevin Daley

Doug DeVos — $2000

Dan DeVos — $2000

Maria DeVos — $2000

Cheri DeVos — $2000

Rick DeVos — $2000

John Kennedy — $2000
Kenneth Horn

Michael Jandernoa — $4750
Doug DeVos — $2250

Dan DeVos — $2250

Maria DeVos — $2250

Cheri DeVos — $2250

Rick DeVos — $2250

Susan Jandernoa — $1500
Betsy DeVos — $1250

Mark Huizenga

JC Huizenga — $3650
Michael Jandernoa — $3600
Doug DeVos — $3150

Dan DeVos — $3150

Maria DeVos — $3150

Cheri DeVos — $3150

Pam DeVos — $3150

Dick DeVos — $2100



Betsy DeVos — $2100
David Van Andel — $2100
Carol Van Andel — $2100
Ruth Johnson

Dick DeVos — $35,363,233
Betsy DeVos — $133,996
Dan DeVos — $15,135

Pam DeVos — $13,600
Michael Jandernoa — $12,200
Rick DeVos — $10,200

JC Huizenga — $10,050
Stephen Van Andel — $9800
Peter Secchia — $8800

Kim LaSata

Rick DeVos — $4000

Doug DeVos — $2000

Dan DeVos — $2000

Maria DeVos — $2000

Cheri DeVos — $2000

Peter Secchia — $2000
John Kennedy — $2000
Michael Jandernoa — $1000
JC Huizenga — $1000

Dan Lauwers

Michael Jandernoa — $1000
Michael MacDonald

Dick DeVos — $2000



Doug DeVos — $2000

Dan DeVos — $2000

Maria DeVos — $2000

Cheri DeVos — $2000

John Kennedy — $2000

Ed McBroom

Michael Jandernoa — $1000
Dick DeVos — $500

Betsy DeVos — $500

Doug DeVos — $500

Dan DeVos — $500

Maria DeVos — $500

Helen DeVos — $500

Aric Nesbitt

Michael Jandernoa — $3000
Susan Jandernoa — $1000
Rick DeVos — $1000

Rick Outman

Michael Jandernoa — $1500
Jim Runestad

Dick DeVos — $2000

Doug DeVos — $2000

Dan DeVos — $2000

Maria DeVos — $2000

Cheri DeVos — $2000

Rick DeVos — $2000

Peter Secchia — $2000



John Kennedy — $2000
Wayne Schmidt

Doug DeVos — $4250
Dan DeVos — $4250
Maria DeVos — $4250
Cheri DeVos — $4250
Rick DeVos — $4250
Michael Jandernoa — $3500
Dick DeVos — $3250
Betsy DeVos — $3250
Mike Shirkey

Rick DeVos — $4000
Doug DeVos — $3250
Dan DeVos — $3000
Maria DeVos — $3000
Cheri DeVos — $3000
Dick DeVos — $2000
Betsy DeVos — $2000
Peter Secchia — $2000
Jim Stamas

Michael Jandernoa — $2250
Lana Theis

Dick DeVos — $2000
Doug DeVos — $2000
Maria DeVos — $2000
Cheri DeVos — $2000
Peter Secchia — $2000



Helen DeVos — $1000
Pam DeVos — $1000

Rick DeVos — $1000
Michael Jandernoa — $1000
Curt VanderWall

Dick DeVos — $1000

Betsy DeVos — $1000
Doug DeVos — $1000

Dan DeVos — $1000

Maria DeVos — $1000
Cheri DeVos — $1000

Pam DeVos — $1000
Helen DeVos — $1000
Rick DeVos — $1000

Peter Secchia — $1000
Michael Jandernoa — $900
Roger Victory

0

Doug Wozniak

0

Dale Zorn

Michael Jandernoa — $2000
Susan Jandernoa — $1000

Of course, this is just one example of how members of the Grand Rapids Power Struc-
ture influence public policy for their own benefit. They are willing to spend money to buy
political influence, which results in protecting and expanding their wealth, at the ex-
pense of the public.



DeVos family has contributed nearly half a million to DeSantis, making them com-
plicit in the Don’t Say Gay bill
Nps Id.orq/2022/03/31/aevos-ramily-nas-contriouted arly-nalt-a-million-u
santis-making-them-complicit-in-the-dont-say-gay-bill/

Earlier this week, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed into law what is referred to as the
“Don’t Say Gay Bill.”

The bill bans classroom instruction on sexual orientation or gender identity in kinder-
garten through third grade and states that any instruction on those topics cannot occur
‘in a manner that is not age-appropriate or developmentally appropriate for students in
accordance with state standards, according to the legislation HB 1557.

The bill signed into law by DeSantis, has mobilized people in Florida, particularly stu-
dents, many of which have engaged in protests, such as the one that took place
at Western High School on March 11th.

In addition, many LGBTQ groups across the country are concerned that other states
might also begin the process of introducing this kind of legislation.

West Michigan Connection

As is the case throughout the US, there are numerous anti-LGBTQ organizations, along
with a substantial number of Evangelical Christians that also oppose any civil rights or
even the acceptance of those who identify as LGBTQ.

In Florida, one anti-LGBTQ entity is Dr. James Kennedy Ministries, formerly known as
Truth in Action and Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church. Kennedy has been dead since
2007, but he has been one of the most anti-LGBTQ pastors for decades. Kennedy had
organized a national conference for the religious rights for years called, “Reclaiming
America for Christ.”

One newsletter from D. James Kennedy’s Coral Ridge Ministries featured a photo-
graph of very young children under the headline “SEX WITH CHILDREN? HOMOSEX-
UALS SAY YES!” The newsletter asserts “Adult sex with children has been a crucial

component of the homosexual movement all along, and officially since the 1993 March
on Washington when it was included as a demand (#55) in their famous manifesto.”

Over the years, Kennedy emphasized anti-gay rhetoric, particularly in his TV
ministry. He recommended as “essential” the virulent work of R.J. Rushdoony, who
believed practicing gays should be executed.

Considering the strong religious right presence in West Michigan, it should come as no
surprise that people like Richard DeVos have been a major donors to anti-LGBTQ
groups in Florida.
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In 2008, the DeVos family was the largest contributor ($100,000) to the Florida4Mar-
riage group, which put Amendment 2 on the ballot calling for marriage between only a
man and a woman. The Amendment passed in 2008 and outlawed same sex marriages
in Florida until that decision was overturned by the US Supreme Court decision last
year.

In addition, the DeVos family owns the Orlando Magic basketball team, which has al-
lowed the arena to be used for Evangelical Christian Faith Nights. These Christian ral-
lies have also provide a platform for anti-LGBTQ organizing in Orlando. (See Bad
Sports, by Dave Zirin)

Then there is the history of DeVos family members contributing to the political cam-
paigns of Ron DeSantis, both while he was a member of Congress and now as Gover-
nor of Florida.

DeSantis first ran for the Governor’s seat in 2018 and is currently raising money for re-
election in 2022. Here is a list of DeVos family member contributions during both of
those election cycles, with the likelihood of more contributions before the November
Election.

2018

Daniel DeVos — $53,000
Doug DeVos — $53,000
Cheri DeVos — $53,000
Dick DeVos — $53,000
2022

Dick DeVos — $76,159.38
Daniel DeVos — $51,159.38
Doug DeVos — $51,159.37
Cheri DeVos — $51,159.37

This means that the DeVos family has contributed a total of $441,636 to Gov. Ron De-
Santis.

Now, there are many people in the Grand Rapids area that believe that since Richard
and Helen DeVos have both died, their children do not embrace the same anti-LGBTQ
ideology as their parents. Considering that the second generation of the DeVos dynasty
has contributed nearly a half a million dollars to DeSantis, who recently signed an anti-
LGBTQ bill, the DeVos family cannot claim to be distancing themselves from their par-
ents hateful anti-LGBTQ ideology. In addition, the DeVos family members have not

made any public statement against the “Don’t Say Gay” policy now in effect in Florida,
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thus it seems there are $441,636 worth of reasons to believe that the DeVos family con-
tinues to fund anti-LGBTQ policies across the country.

Campaign Finances for West Michigan Congressional Races: How the DeVos
family and other members of the Grand Rapids Power Structure keep buying
candidates and influencing public policy

g ¢ ( pail | V | | { ] | 1
races-how-the-devos-tamily-and-other-members-of-the grand ."(i;;l;jf} power-struc

ture-keep-buying-candidates-and-influencing-public-policy/

Campaign Finances for West Michigan Congressional Races: How the DeVos family
and other members of the Grand Rapids Power Structure keep buying candidates and
influencing public policy

The most recent deadline for Campaign Finance data was April 25th. Over the next
week, we will be providing some information and analysis on how much money candi-
dates are receiving and who the main contributors are.

West Michigan Congressional Races

With the new re-districting now in place, it is important to look at the 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Congressional Districts, since they all fall under the geographic area known as West
Michigan.

2nd Congressional District — There are three candidates running for the 2nd Con-
gressional District, John Moolenaar (R), Jericho Gonzalez (R) and Ray Johnson (D).
However, according to the Center for Responsive Politics, the only available campaign
finance data is for John Moolenaar.

In the current electoral cycle, Moolenaar has raised $1,420,664. The largest contribu-
tor so far is Dow Inc., which has contributed $95,888. There are other corporate donors,
but some of the most notable are West Michigan-based companies such as:

« RDV Corp - $14,100

«  Amway/Alticor — $9,800

« DP Fox Ventures — $5,800

«  Windquest Group — $5,800

« P DeVos Designs — $5,800
Of course, all 5 of these entities are owned by the DeVos family, thus making them the
second largest contributor to Moolenaar after Dow Inc, with a total of $41,300.

3rd Congressional District — There are six candidates running for this seat, with Peter
Meijer (R) (incumbent), Hillary Scholar (D), John Gibbs (R), Tom Norton (R), Audra
Johnson (R) and Gabi Manolache (R).
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The most recent campaign finance date shows that Meijer is far ahead of everyone else
in terms of money, with $2,137,150, followed by Scholten with $487,841, Gibbs with
$227,502, Norton with $209,809, Johnson with $41,275 and Manolache with just
$6,814. However the only detailed campaign contribution information listed on Open-
Secrets.org is for Peter Meijer.

A large percentage of the contributions to Peter Meijer are from West Michigan, such
as:

«  Meijer Inc — $32,002

« RDV Corp —$31,900

« Bissell Inc. — $17,400

«  Amway/Alticor Inc. —$16,600

«  Gordon Food Service — $11,600

«  Van Andel Institute — $11,600

«  Autocam Corp — $11,600

+  Hayworth Inc. — $8,299

e 42 North Partners — $7,250

«  Michael Jandernoa — $5,800

«  Windquest Group — $5,800

«  Wolverine Gas & Oil — $5,800
4th Congressional District — There are six candidates running for this seat that have
campaign finance date, all of which are Republicans — Bill Huizenga, Stephen Carra,

Sherry O’Donnell, Ezra Scott, Jon Rocha and Gina Johnsen.

Huizenga has raised three times more than the next candidate, with $1,667,751, fol-
lowed by Carra with $417,666, O’Donnell with $159,834, Scott with $12,871, Rocha with
$11,313 and Johnsen with $345.

The only detailed data is for the incumbent, Bill Huizenga, with numerous West Mi-
chigan contributors, such as:

«  Haworth Inc — $23,232

- RDV Corp-$17,400

«  Windquest Group — $11,600

«  Meijer Inc. — $8,700

«  Amway/Alticor Inc. — $6,800

« Pamela Roland/DeVos — $5,800

«  Van Andel Institute — $5,800

«  Huizenga Group — $5,600
What is instructive is that all of the contributors listed for the three Congressional Dis-
tricts, are companies owned by the local power structure, such as DeVos, Meijer, Van
Andel, Kennedy, Jandernoa, Huizenga and Haworth. However, the largest contributors
are from the DeVos family, which comes to a total of $127,200 for the three Congres-
sional Districts in West Michigan. This is consistent with what the DeVos family has
been doing since the late 1970s, buying candidates and influencing public policy.
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May 3rd Special Election for 74th District Seat, again features a candidate that
has received thousands from the DeVos family

Nntps Id.org/2022/05/03/may-3rd-special-election-for-/4t listrict-seat-aga
tures-a-candidate-that-has-received-thousands-from-the-devos-family/

There is a special election on Tuesday, to fill the seat previously held by Mark Huizenga,
who is not a State Senator.

Robert Reagan had won the GOP primary, but after he has made some “controversial
comments,” Mike Milanowski Jr. has decided to enter the race as a Republican write-
in candidate.

Therefore, the May 3rd election for the 74th District seat is now between Reagan, Mi-
lanowski and Democrat Carol Glanville. Glanville, who is currently a Walker City Com-
missioner, doesn’'t have much of a campaign platform, but she has raised a fair
amount of money as of the most recent campaign finance data. Some of the larger
campaign donors for Glanville are:

« Julie Brixie Blue Wave Fund — $5,000

+  Michigan Education Association — $2,500

«  Karla Jurvetson (Physician from California) — $1,050
Robert Reagan has a more extensive issues list, although it is pretty clear that he em-
braces a Trump-like platform. In terms of fundraising, here are the top contributors,
based on recent campaign finance data:

« Robert Reagan (he has been his largest single contributor so far) — $1,849
«  Kiristen Buff (Business Coach) — $1,000
«  Bonnie Burke (Designer) — $900
« ltis also worth mentioning that former State Represented Dave Agema, who was
far right of even many Republicans at the time, contributed $250 to Reagan’s
campaign.
Lastly, there is the write-in candidate Mike Milanowski Jr. Milanowski has no issues
listed on his campaign page, although there is some information on his Facebook
candidacy page. Milanowski has been endorsed by the Michigan Manufacturers As-
sociation. In terms of campaign finances, Milanowski has a fairly impressive list of
West Michigan power brokers, considering he is a write-in candidate. Here is a list,
based on data from the Michigan Secretary pf State:

« Pamela DeVos — $1,000

+  Cheri DeVos — $1,000

+  Maria DeVos — $1,000

«  Steve Ehmann (RDV Corp.) — $1,000
+  Doug DeVos — $1,000
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+  Betsy DeVos — $1,000

«  Dick DeVos — $1,000

« Dan DeVos — $1,000

«  Friends of West Michigan Business PAC (GR Chamber of Commerce) — $1,000
Clearly, the DeVos family wants to see Milanowski win the 74th District seat, since they
and one of their RDV Corp managers have collectively contributed $8,000. This pro-

vides Milanowski with funds to do online campaigning and mailers for today’s vote.

Grand Rapids Power Structure dominates campaign contributions in
West Michigan on the eve of Primary Elections
https://griid.org/2022/08/01/grand-rapids-power-structure-dominates-cam-
paign-contributions-in-west-michigan-on-the-eve-of-primary-elections/

Last week, we looked at campaign financing from the most recent state deadlines, first
the State Senate races in West Michigan, then the State Representative races, and
lastly the Kent County Commission races.

There were clear patterns that emerged in terms of which names of individuals, families
and organizations were making the largest campaign contributions. Specifically mem-
bers of the Grand Rapids Power Structure, have overwhelmingly funneled thousands
into the campaigns for political seats in West Michigan. What follows is a run down of
campaign contributions, from the largest on down, plus there are three more months un-
til the November elections.

«  DeVos family $86,550
. Terri Land/Dan Hibma $24,950
. Michael & Susan Jandernoa $20,000
« John & Nancy Kennedy $9,450
«  Mark Murray $6,250
«  Van Andel family $5,200
JC Huizenga $4,450
Total GR Power Structure $164,850

+  GR Chamber of Commerce PAC $29,900

+ Realtors PAC $71,750
There are several things worth noting about these campaign contributions. First, most
of the money was contributed in the Kent County Commission races, specifically when it
came to the DeVos family contributions. Too often we don’t think about how influential
the DeVos family is when it comes to buying political influence right here in Kent County,
but people would be wise to come to terms with that fact.

Second, while the majority of the GR Chamber PAC campaign contributions went to
GOP candidates, 9 different Democrats also received money from them. What is even
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more interesting about this dynamic, is the fact that the Democrats who received cam-
paign contributions from the GR Chamber PAC, were those who are more likely to win
the seats they are running for. This means that the GR Chamber PAC is strategic in
their thinking, making sure that no matter who is in office, they have purchased access
and influence.

Third, although they are not exclusively based in West Michigan, the Realtors PAC,
which represents the Realtors Association, the very entity which dictates the cost of
housing in Michigan, also contributed a sizable amount of campaign money in 2022.
This is important, since housing costs are a critical issue facing thousands of families in
the Greater Grand Rapids area. Thus, the Realtors PAC also wants to make sure that
they have purchased access and influence with candidates in the upcoming election.
And like the GR Chamber PAC, the Realtors PAC did primarily contribute to GOP can-
didates, but they also provided campaign contributions to 8 different Democrats,
specifically Democrats that are more likely to win their seats in November.

Fourth, there are still a few months before the November election, so we can anticipate
a whole lot more money from the GR Power Structure leading up to that time. There
were significant campaign contributions from the GR Power Structure to candidates who
were on the August 2nd Primary, but one that is done, we’ll have a clearer picture of the
partisan battles that will be on the ballot in November. We will be tracking that informa-
tion after the October 25th deadline for candidates to report campaign contributions.

Lastly, if we then combine the amount of campaign contributions from the Grand
Rapids Power Structure families, the GR Chamber PAC and the Realtors PAC (power
structure organizations) — which are just nine different entities — we are talking

about $266,500 that are going to candidates running for seats in the Greater Grand
Rapids area. This means that these 9 entities will not only have a great deal of influence
in the outcome of the 2022 Elections in West Michigan, they will have significant influ-
ence with the candidates who become State Senators, State Representatives and Kent
County Commissioners through the end of 2024. Lastly, this influence will be driven by
what benefits the members of the Grand Rapids Power Structure, which is always at the
expense of the rest of us, politically, economically and socially. If we ignore their influ-
ence, we do so at our own peril.

Trump endorsed Gubernatorial candidate Tudor Dixon received a ton
of campaign contributions from the DeVos family and the rest of the
Grand Rapids elite
https://griid.org/2022/08/03/trump-endorsed-gubernatorial-candidate-tudor-
dixon-received-a-ton-of-campaign-contributions-from-the-devos-family-and-
the-rest-of-the-grand-rapids-elite/
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As | post this, it looks like Tudor Dixon is going to win the GOP Primary race to face
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in the November Election. The GOP Gubernatorial candidate
list was significantly reduced, since several candidates failed to get enough valid signa-
tures to be on the ballot.

Last Friday, July 29, Tudor Dixon received an official endorsement from former US Pres-
ident Donald Trump, which pushed her ahead of the other Republican Gubernatorial
candidates. In a Press Release that same day, Dixon wrote:

“It is a great honor to receive President Trump's endorsement and have the
strength of our campaign to defeat Gretchen Whitmer further affirmed by his
support.”

Another endorsement that Dixon received, much earlier than the endorsement from
Trump, was an official endorsement from the DeVos family. In a May 23rd Press Re-
lease, Dixon includes a comment from Dick DeVos:

“The DeVos family have decided to stand with Tudor Dixon as being the next, right
governor for the state of Michigan. We think Tudor, as a business leader and a
mom, has the experience, the passion, and a plan to put the state back on track.”

Based on the most recent Campaign Finance records, the DeVos family and other fami-
lies who work for the DeVos family, have contributed a substantial amount to Dixon’s
campaign. Here is the data from the most recent campaign finance data, which was
due on July 25th:

«  Betsy DeVos $7,150

+ Doug DeVos $7,150

+  Melissa DeVos $7,150

«  Suzanne DeVos $7,150

« Dick DeVos $7,150

« Dan DeVos $7,150

« Pamella DeVos $7,150

+ Rick DeVos $7,150

«  Dalton DeVos $7,150

«  Maria DeVos $7,150

«  Steve Ehmann (RDV Corp) $7,150
« Jerry Tubergen (RDV Corp) $7,150
« Barb Van Andel-Gaby $7,150

o  David Van Andel $7,150

o  Carol Van Andel $7,150

«  Amy Van Andel $7,150

«  Stephen Van Andel $7,150

«  Elsa Broekhuizen (Betsy’s Mom) $7,150
«  Ren Broekhuizen $7,150

«  Emilie Wierda (Betsy’s Sisiter) $7,150
o  Laurie Wierda $7,150
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https://www.tudordixon.com/_files/ugd/88d955_909c349a35d442058a83c1fcf10e63b8.pdf
https://www.tudordixon.com/_files/ugd/88d955_909c349a35d442058a83c1fcf10e63b8.pdf
https://cfrsearch.nictusa.com/documents/527640/details/filing/contributions?schedule=%252A&changes=0
https://cfrsearch.nictusa.com/documents/527640/details/filing/contributions?schedule=%252A&changes=0

«  Craig Wierda $7,150

«  Chris Wierda $7,150
The total of the DeVos, Van Andel, Prince/Broekhuizen family contributions comes to a
total of $164,450, making them the largest single contributing family group to any of the
Gubernatorial candidates in Michigan in 2022.

There were other members of the West Michigan elite, which contributed to Dixon’s
campaign, such as several members of the Haworth family, Mark Murray, Mike & Gayle
VanGessel, and members of the DeWitt family. However, the DeVos/Van Andel/Prince/
Broekhuizen cartel was head and shoulders above everyone else.

If you go to the website for Tudor Dixon’s campaign, one can see how her platform
aligns with the DeVos/Van Andel/Prince/Broekhuizen cartel, especially on economic,
education, abortion and public safety matters. We will continue to follow Dixon and re-
port on her campaign finances just before the November election to see how much
more the money her campaign receives from the wealthiest families in our back yard.
Lastly, it is always important to point out that the financial support for Tudor Dixon from
the DeVos/Van Andel/Prince/Broekhuizen cartel means that they are in agreement with
the neo-fascist Donald Trump about who should be the next Governor of Michigan. This
is not surprising, since the DeVos family made significant contributions to Trump in
the 2020 Election, which means the DeVos family endorses all of the White Su-
premacist and neo-fascist aspects of Trump and his Maga horde.

DeVos family 2022 Election spending means $12 Million worth of harm
https://griid.org/2022/11/06/devos-family-2022-election-spending-means-12-mil-
lion-worth-of-harm/

For anyone who follows GRIID, you know that one of the things we do is to monitor and
critique systems of power and oppression in the Grand Rapids area. These systems of
power and oppression are the organizations and families that have a great deal of pow-
er over the masses. And of course, the family in this area that has the most power over
people, is the DeVos family.

There are numerous ways in which the DeVos family has influence over people, such as
their various business and other Capitalist ventures, along with their family foundations.
In addition, the other way that the DeVos family exerts power over people is using their
considerable wealth to buy politicians, thus buying public policy.

Over the past several decades the DeVos has been a major contributor to the Republi-
can Party, both in the nation and in Michigan. The electoral influence began with Rich
DeVos, the co-founder of Amway, but despite the fact that he has been dead for several
years, the DeVos family continues to be one of the top election funders in Michigan.
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When you add up all the money that each of the DeVos family members contributed at
the state level, along with one of their henchmen (Stephen Ehmann — President of RDV
Corp.), then include the money they have contributed in Kent County and the City of
Grand Rapids for the upcoming election, the total comes to $12,304,750.

The campaign contributions made by the DeVos family have gone to candidates, to Po-
litical Actions Committees (PACs), Ballot Initiative groups, State GOP committees and
the Kent County Republican Committee. Now, this $12 Million and change is just in Mi-
chigan, The DeVos family has also contributed millions to political candidates in other
states, which you can research at https://www.opensecrets.org/donor-lookup. Lastly,
there is Dark Money contributions that the DeVos family has made, but are difficult to
track since many of these Dark Money groups do not reveal who their contributors are.
For more on Dark Money groups, go here https:/www.opensecrets.org/dark-money/
basics.

Below is a breakdown of the Electoral contributions made by members of the DeVos
family (and Stephen Ehmann), for the State, County and Grand Rapids elections. All of
the $12 Million and change is funding candidates and ballot initiatives that are Republi-
can or Republican-leaning (in the case of non-partisan races and ballot initiatives). The
candidates and the ballot initiatives they have given campaign funds to will lead to poli-
cies that do real harm in Michigan, Kent County and Grand Rapids. Here is a list of what
this harm looks like:

«  Anti-Abortion

«  Anti-labor union

«  Homophobia

-  Transphobia

e Undermines Public Education

«  Perpetuates environmental disaster

. Creates more poverty

«  Perpetuates White Supremacy

«  Perpetuates Settler Colonialism

«  Promotes Privatization

« Religious bigotry

«  Promotes US Imperialism
Think about what this harm means the next time you attend something funded by the
DeVos family, the groups that rely on their foundation money or their names on build-
ings that you pass by. One cannot separate the charitable contributions the DeVos fami-
ly makes and all of the systemic harm they cause through their businesses and their
election funding.

DeVos family campaign finance breakdown
Maria & Doug DeVos — $4,256,900

Betsy DeVos — $3,562,550

Cheri DeVos — $1,668,500


https://www.opensecrets.org/donor-lookup
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Daniel DeVos — $1,457,700

Pamella DeVos — $565,800

Dick DeVos — $400,000

Stephen Ehmann — $313,500

Kent County Commission races — $60,900
GR City Commission 1st Ward — $9450
GR City Commission 3rd Ward — $9450

Billionaires spent more money in the 2022 Elections than in any pre-
vious campaign cycle, with the DeVos family leading the way in Mi-

chigan https:/griid.org/2023/05/16/billionaires-spent-more-money-in-the-2022-elec-
tions-than-in-any-previous-campaign-cycle-with-the-devos-family-leading-the-way-in-
michigan/

According to a new report from Americans for Tax Fairness, US Billionaires spent
over $1 Billion in the 2022 Midterm Elections, which is the most the Billionaire class has
ever spent during any election cycle.

In the introduction to this new report, it states:

Billionaires have plenty of money with which to try to buy elections, their net worth in-
creased by 58% to a staggering $4.7 trillion during the roughly three years of the pan-
demic alone. The failure of America’'s tax system to fairly tax the income and wealth of
billionaires leaves the with lots of excess cash to spend on candidates and causes.
Meanwhile, the breakdown of campaign-finance controls since the Supreme Court's no-
torious Citizens United decision in 2010 has made it easy for tycoons to translate their
economic clout into political power.

Billionaires in Michigan also contributed significantly to this increase in campaign fund-
ing by Billionaires, with Dan Gilbert, the Stryker family, and Hank & Doug Meijer among
those who influenced the 2022 Elections. However, of all the members of the Billionaire
Class in Michigan, the DeVos family contributed the most in the 2022 Midterm Elections.

As we documented in November of 2022, the DeVos family spent $12,304,750 to
influence electoral outcomes, and that was just in Michigan. The DeVos family has also
contributed millions to political candidates in other states, which you can research

at https://www.opensecrets.org/donor-lookup. Lastly, there is Dark Money contribu-
tions that the DeVos family has made, but are difficult to track since many of these Dark
Money groups do not reveal who their contributors are. For more on Dark Money
groups, go here https://www.opensecrets.org/dark-money/basics.
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The Americans for Tac Fairness report concludes by saying:

We must end the vicious cycle of the ultra-wealthy using their vast fortunes to exploit

a broken campaign finance system to support candidates who will cut their taxes, allow-
ing them to amass even greater wealth which they can use to continue the process.
When billionaires throw huge sums of money into elections, they shape the debate to
their liking and in the process distort what limited form of democracy that exists in the
US.

Of course, like all necessary changes, this will have to happen from the bottom up,
since neither the Republican or Democratic Parties are interested in limiting the role that
the Billionaire Class plays in Electoral Politics or Public Policy.

Mike Pence and Betsy DeVos talk conservative values, but the 2024
Election is the immediate goal https:/griid.org/2023/06/04/mike-pence-and-bet-
sy-devos-talk-conservative-values-but-the-2024-election-is-the-immediate-goal/

Last Wednesday, at Meijer Gardens, the Russell Kirk Center hosted a conversation
between former Vice President Mike Pence and former Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos. The theme of the conversation was, What Do Conservatives Believe?

All four of the major daily Grand Rapids-based news agencies, MLive, WOOD

TV8, WZZM13, and WXMI 17, all covered the event. There were two main points in the
local news coverage, the first of which was what Mike Pence had to say about what
conservatives believe. In one example, from WOOD TV8, Pence stated: “First and
foremost, | really do believe that free enterprise and a free market, has created the
greatest standard of living in the history of the world. Ensuring and preserving a limited
government is an essential element to preserving the free market.”

In all four of the news agencies coverage, there was no attempt at verifying or question-
ing what Pence had to say. For instance, when Pence said, “that free enterprise and a
free market, has created the greatest standard of living in the history of the

world.” There was no effort by the channel 8 reporter to verify such a claim, which is
patently false. In 2022, US News & World ranked countries with the best quality of
life, where the US came in 21st.

2024 Presidential Election Endorsement?

However, the topic that all four news outlets spent the most time on was the fact that
Mike Pence had announced that he was running for US President in 2024, with much of
this coverage framed as the standard horse race election coverage. Some of the local
news agencies also include some polling amongst the announced 2024 Republican
Presidential candidates.
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Then there is the fact that Betsy DeVos appeared with Pence. The DeVos family ap-
proval of candidates carries substantial weight, especially in Michigan, where they have
been the leading campaign contributor to the GOP for the past several decades. While
Mike Pence was speaking at an event organized by the Russell Kirk Center, it was days
before his official announcement as a candidate for President in 2024. Having the ap-
proval and the endorsement of the most powerful family in West Michigan would benefit
such an announcement with many of the GOP faithful.

Betsy’s brother-in law, Doug DeVos also had Mike Pence on his podcast show, Be-

lieve, last November, when Pence was out on his book tour. GRIID wrote about Pence
being on the Believe podcast show. Here is a bit of what we wrote in response to their

conversation about what leadership was:

The first thing that Mike Pence said about leadership, was that it was a gift “we get from
God.” Pence then went in to talk about his foundation of leadership, which is knowing
who one is. For Pence, he is first a Christian, then a Conservative and lastly a Republi-
can.

Pence then said that he aspired to embrace a servant leadership model. DeVos then
chimed in saying that leadership is having a sense of humility. Ok, how it it that these
two rich, white, deeply privileged people can say shit like this with a straight face. Are
they just saying it because this is what those who look up to them want to hear, or do
they really believe this crap?.

More recently, Doug DeVos had another GOP Presidential candidate on his pod-
cast, someone who is not nearly as well known as Mike Pence. Vivek Ramaswamy
spoke with Doug DeVos in late April, and like most of the guests on Believe, Ra-
maswamy is an entrepreneur who is deeply committed to Capitalism and Conservatism.
Just look at his Presidential campaign site, specifically his platform, what he refers to as
America First 2.0 — Vivek’s 25 Policy Commitments to Take America First further
than Trump.

It is worth mentioning that in 2016, the DeVos family was not a fan of then candidate
Donald Trump. The DeVos cartel decided to throw their support behind another political
dynasty, by backing Jeb Bush to become the 45th President. However, the GOP faithful
chose Trump, primarily because he provided them with an open license to embrace and
practice White Supremacy and White Nationalism.

Just days before the 2016 Election, Trump came to West Michigan to hold a rally. An-
other member of the Grand Rapids Power Structure, Peter Secchia, spoke that day

and sent a message to the DeVos family and other major GOP donors, saying: “/
have a message for the Bushes and Mitt Romney, If you don’'t want to support Donald
Trump: Shut up! If you don’'t know where you are today, you're a loser.”

This was a bit of a jab directed at the DeVos family, but Secchia also knew that the De-
Vos family had already put their substantial financial resources behind the GOP Presi-
dential nominee, Donald Trump. The DeVos family did the same thing in 2020,
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where they contributed $1,162,000 to federal candidates, which included Donald
Trump and Trump endorsed candidates. What this has taught us is that even if the
DeVos family doesn’t get to finance a Presidential candidate that is aligned with their
ideological values, they will still put money behind the GOP nominee.

We don’t know for sure how much the Mike Pence conversation with Betsy DeVos was
about creating the necessary optics in West Michigan to lay the ground work for a Mike
Pence Presidential run. And since other members of the DeVos family have provided a
platform for other GOP Presidential candidates, they may simply be providing opportuni-
ties for Republican candidates to talk about the things that are most important to them —
God, Capitalism and Country. One thing is for certain, the DeVos cartel will end up
backing whomever wins the GOP Presidential nomination in 2024.
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4. DeVos Family and West Michigan Politics

The Privilege of Richard DeVos

https://griid.org/2010/01/20/the-privilege-of-richard-devos/

| forced myself to go hear Amway co-founder Rich DeVos give a lecture today as part

of Calvin College’s January Series. It's important to hear people with power, especially for
independent media, since one of the fundamental tenets of journalism is to scrutinize
power.

DeVos focused on his most recent book, Ten Powerful Phrases for Positive People. The
phrases are not anything new or terribly enlightening, they are just phrases that we all
have been taught by parents or teachers at some point in our life. Phrases like, “you can

do it,” “l believe in you,” “l trust you,” and “I respect you.”

DeVos shared personal stories about how he has tried to apply each of the ten phrases
he wrote about in his book and much of the discourse was framed in his interpretation of

the Christian faith. DeVos kept saying, “our task as Christians is to be life enrichers.”

However, as he kept sharing stories and reflecting on his own life | couldn’t help but
think about what a privileged life he has led. When | say privileged | don’t mean, “what a
privilege it is to be here.” | am talking about the kind of privilege that few people in the
world have, privilege that comes with wealth and power. DeVos has been a millionaire
then billionaire for more than 50 years. He has traveled around the world countless
times and has had access to those in political power for decades.

Several times he shared stories about conversations with US presidents and other sto-
ries about interactions with prominent business leaders. DeVos even had the arrogance
to begin his talk by thanking the crowd for such a warm welcome and then saying that it
surprises him sometimes because, “a prophet is never welcomed in his own coun-
try.” That phrase was historically attributed to the Hebrew prophets because they chal-
lenged and condemned the power structures of their day.

As he kept talking and trying to weave small pearls of wisdom with his phrases he would
eventually say things that to this writer really reflected who Rich DeVos is. When talking
about the phrase “I need you,” DeVos mentioned that Amway was sending supplies to
Haiti because “the Haitians need us.” He also added that we shouldn’t give them
everything because then they won’t learn to do for themselves. Apparently, DeVos think
that Haitians are just chronic charity cases who are only looking for handouts.
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When discussing the phrases “I believe in you,” DeVos shared the story about how he
went to the Grand Rapids Press once to chastise then editor Mike Lloyd for criticizing
the amount of money Arendt Lubbers was receiving as the GVSU President. DeVos
said we need men like Lubbers and then said he was upset with the way that Wall
Street executives were being treated now. “Wall Street people have done a great deal
to build up this country.” DeVos went on to say that he was recently talking to former
President Clinton and expressing his frustration with Obama and his “anti-Wall Street”
positions. I'm not sure what DeVos means since the Obama administration has been
fine with handing over billions of taxpayer’s dollars to bailout Wall Street for their corrupt
financial practices.

Another phrase that DeVos mentioned was “Thank You.” During his reflections on this
phrase he talked about how he was against the most recent government push for health
care reform. He said, “we tried all kinds of things to defeat it and then along came
this guy from Massachusetts. The hand of God is so evident.” DeVos was referring
to the recent victory of Republican Scott Brown who is replacing a seat in the Senate
vacated by the death of Edward Kennedy. It is believed that Scott’s victory will signal a
defeat of the President’s health care plan in the Senate.

The last phrase that DeVos touched on was, “I Love You.” In reflecting on this phrase
DeVos recounted how much family support he received while in England where he had
a heart transplant. At one point DeVos went as far as saying that the new heart was a
gift from God. Apparently his financial wealth had nothing to do with it.

DeVos finished his talk by reading a Christian bible phrase and a story about how he
told a group of US Marines recently to keep the quote on a piece of paper while serving
in the next tour of duty. The phrase was, “Rejoice in the Lord always.” | wondered to
myself if this is what these young men would be thinking while shooting Afghani civil-
ians.

In the end | was glad | went. This way | could share with some people a perspective that
is not likely to appear in any of the other news media in West Michigan, as is evidenced
in a short piece that appeared on the Grand Rapids Press online source this afternoon.

Erik Prince gives canned speech at Tulip Time Festival in Holland
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The Holland Tulip Time Festival officially kicked off today with a luncheon attended by
roughly 800 people. An event that was originally closed to media, the Tulip Time Festival
Committee changed their mind and allows news agencies to attend the luncheon to
hear the founder of Blackwater, Erik Prince.

GRIID was at first scrutinized by the media liaison and then questioned by the Holland
Police Department, only eventually to be “cleared” as a legitimate news entity.

Prince spoke for no more than 30 minutes and gave a somewhat dispassionate, pre-
written speech. He spoke about his family roots and growing up in Holland, but empha-
sized how his family made it through tough times without any government assistance.

This theme of “self-sufficiency” was spread throughout Prince’s speech and he took
every opportunity to criticize what he called big government that is rife with bureaucracy.
At one point Prince quoted Ronald Reagan who said once that the most frightening
words were, “I'm the government and I'm here to help.”

Prince also talked about American values and what made this country great — liberty,
entrepreneurship and hard work. He said that what makes this country great was em-
bodied by something that happened in 1969, the year that he was born, the Apollo mis-
sion. He contrasted this with another event in that same year that reflected what he saw
as something that has attacked the moral fiber of this country — Woodstock.

Prince spoke briefly about his decision to join the military, eventually becoming a Navy
Seal. He said, “It was the best job | ever had.” After Prince left the military he eventually
got the idea to start Blackwater. Prince says he was inspired to create the internationally
known private mercenary group because of what he saw as a lack of action from the US
during the Rwandan genocide.

Prince responded to what he called his critics by saying that the US was founded on the
help of private military contractors and that what Blackwater does was consistent with
what has always existed in America.

The former Navy Seal said his company was contracted by the US Government after
the USS Cole was attacked in 2000. Ever since then, according to Prince, his company
has not received one cent from any grant money or other US tax money. The fact is,
that every time the US government gives contracts to Blackwater, they do so with public
taxpayer money.

Prince said that his company was called upon 40,000 times to protect diplomats and re-
construction contractors in Iraq and that not one of them was ever injured. However,
Prince failed to mention the civilians that his private soldiers killed in Iraq and the role

that Blackwater has played in a targeted assassination campaign involving the CIA in the
Af-Pak War.
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Prince beamed with pride when he said that Blackwater continues to train “security per-
sonnel” from countries like Egypt and Pakistan. He also boasted of the amount of cargo
that Blackwater has brought to US troops in Afghanistan. Again, Prince failed to mention
that his company was caught stealing US weapons in Afghanistan through one of its con-
tracting partners Paravant.

Prince also talked about Blackwater’s role after the devastating effects of Hurricane Kat-
rina. Prince said they provide some relief work early on in New Orleans, but eventually
was hired by private companies to do security work, companies like Wal-Mart.

Holland’s native son did not miss an opportunity to trash the US government, especially
now that it “just wants to spends its way out of trouble.” Prince said that US taxpayers
are saddled with debt and that there seems to be more “class war going on.” He also

said that the lack of free market principles hinders our country’s ability to compete with
India and China.

Prince concluded his remarks by reflecting on what makes this country great — liberty
and the free market. This may have been the most honest thing he said during his
speech, especially since Blackwater has made money from militarism.

The luncheon crowd gave Prince a standing ovation, but not everyone there today sup-
ported the Holland native. Outside of the Hope College Fieldhouse about 75 gathered to

protest Prince’s visit. We had a chance to interview some of those who came out to ex-
press their disgust with the Tulip Time Festival's decision to invite the war-profiteer.

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=gm4 RtpmR_Q

Blackwater author, Jeremy Scahill addresses packed audience in Hol-
land

https://griid.org/2010/05/06/scahill-addressed-packed-audience-in-holland/

Last night, Jeremy Scahill, investigative journalist and author of the book Blackwater:
The Rise of the World's Most Powerful Mercenary Army, spoke in Holland to over
200 people. Scahill’s talk was just hours after Erik Prince spoke at the Tulip Time Festi-
val luncheon.

Scahill began by saying that the message that Prince gives for the public is different
than what he gives to private, conservative groups like the one at U of M, which was
taped and sent to the Nation magazine, the publication Scahill writes for.
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Much of what Scabhill said in his talk is in the analysis he wrote about a few days ago for
the Nation, which is worth reading in its entirety. One point that the journalist empha-
sized throughout the night was that using private mercenary forces means there is no
accountability for the politicians who don’t want to be held accountable.

Scahill wasn't just referring to Bush & Cheney, but to the current members of Congress
and the Obama administration. In fact, Scahill said that under President Obama, private
military contractors have increased in Afghanistan, from 70,000 a year ago to 104,000
today.

The Blackwater author also said that Prince uses people who have worked in the intel-
ligence community — the CIA, FBI and DEA. Blackwater provides body guards for US
Ambassador to Afghanistan Karl Eikenberry and to other US diplomats when traveling
to Afghanistan. This means that members of Congress, when visiting Afghanistan on a
fact finding mission, the same Congress which has been investigating Blackwater, is
guarded by that private mercenary group when in Afghanistan.

Scahill says that when the FBI investigated the Iraq killings from 2007, in which Black-
water was accused of killing innocent Iraqi civilians, the FBI agents were going to be
guarded by Blackwater personnel. Blackwater controls four forward operating bases in
Afghanistan, according to Scahill and even bragged that they have the closest base to
Pakistan. Blackwater was responsible for making the biggest drug bust ever in Af-
ghanistan and they called in air strikes from NATO. Scabhill asks the rhetorical question —

‘how can a private company call in air strikes from NATO?”

Scahill mentioned that during Prince’s talk at the Tulip Time Festival that the Blackwater
CEO said that no one has died who was being protected by Blackwater security people.
The author said that there were 8 CIA agents killed in Afghanistan recently who were
under the protection of Blackwater.

Then Scahill tells the story about an Iragi, Mohammad Kanani. Kanani welcomed US
troops in 2003 when they arrived in Baghdad and was a supporter of the US occupa-
tion. In 2007 he took his son near downtown Baghdad one day where they came to a
stop at an intersection. Gunfire opened and people were killed, and Kanani’s car was
shot and his son was hit. The Iragi man got out of his car to go to the other side and
saw his son’s limp body. “My son, my son, they ve killed my son,” he cried out. His
brain had been shot out. The people that shot Ali Kanani that day were Blackwater mer-
cenaries. This story that Scahill was recounting was Nisour Square shootings, where 17
Iraqi civilians were killed by Blackwater personnel. Scahill said we never hear the details
of these killings, because the media in this country does not really care about the lives
of innocent people that US soldiers and mercenaries take in these wars.

Scahill went on to say that they originally offered Mohammad hey $10,000 in compen-
sation for the loss of his son. Originally said no, but later he said yes and gave half of
the money to the US military to pay for a soldiers’ funeral. The US courts let the Black-
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water personnel responsible for the killings go free. Mohammad Kanani said that the
only thing he wanted was a public apology from Erik Prince, because Prince had said
during the Congressional hearings that he believes that some Iraqis kill themselves so
that they can collect money from the US government. Mohammad was so outraged by
this statement that he demanded an apology, but Prince said that his company does not
make apologies.

There is one legal case still open from the Nisour Square killings being held in North

Carolina. Scahill said that recently Blackwater asked US Attorney General Eric Holder to
step in and take responsibility for the deaths. He Private mercenary company even said
they should be tried in Afghanistan under Sharia law since that is the legal system there.

What about the four Blackwater emplyees who were killed in Falluja? All of them were
decorated veterans put in a ridiculously dangerous situation. The families wanted to
know what happened that day. Blackwater stonewalled them. Blackwater executives
told them they would have to sue the company to get the information, which they did. In
turn, Blackwater sued the families for violating the contract that the men had signed.

Scahill concluded his remarks by saying that we could talk until we are blue in the face,
but the problem is not just Blackwater, it is a thirst for militarism and US imperial wars.
He said that there is a push to privatize all aspects of our country — education, health
care, etc and until we address that and the incredible power that corporations wield in
this country, we will not solve the problem of companies like Blackwater.

This comment was the most important thing that Scabhill said all night, but it was not a
statement that people wanted to address during the Q&A. Most of the questions were
specific to Blackwater and Prince and not the larger power structure that Scahill ex-
posed.

Lastly, | think it is worth pointing out that at the Price talk yesterday there were dozens
of news reporters in attendance. For the Scabhill lecture | only saw a reporter from

the GR Press and the Holland Sentinel. The Press article was very short and had virtual-
ly none of the analysis Scahill provided in his talk. The Holland Sentinel had not posted
a story on their website by the time we posted this story.

West Michigan Elites host policy forum

https://griid.org/2010/09/16/west-michigan-elites-host-policy-forum/
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Today and tomorrow marks the West Michigan Regional Policy Forum in Grand Rapids.
This is the second summit that seeks to build on the work of the first summit held in
2008.

The summit brings together many of the local economic and political power players,
such as the DeVos & Van Andel families, Peter Seechia, the Grand Rapids Chamber of
Commerce, local CEOs, lawyers and government leaders.

Secchia gave the open comments and began by taking a swipe at the Governor
Granholm and vague remarks about the political climate that he claimed supports their
platform. Seechia began with a progress report on the goals that the group came up
with in 2008. Those goals are:

Governance: Eliminate the MBT with corresponding spending cuts.

Workforce of the Future: Implement a right-to-work status for Michigan.

Health Care and Life Sciences: Increase funding for providers with effective pre-
vention practices.

Manufacturing and Design for the Future: Streamline the permitting process with-
in state government.

Attraction and Retention of Talent: Update funding mechanisms for transportation
infrastructure.

Seechia claims that candidates who support the elimination of the MBT will be elected
in November. Seechia believes that the ground is now fertile for pushing for a right-to-
work policy for Michigan and trashed the GR Press for editorializing against it, despite

the fact that the Press articles on the subject were biased in favor of the anti-union policy.

Seechia points to the ongoing development of “medical mile” as evidence of the suc-
cess of point number three, but did not provide any commentary on goal 4 and 5.
Seechia concluded by saying that they have made much progress on the goal set forth
in 2008.

Seechia gave the microphone over to Doug DeVos who continued to present informa-
tion about the goals and objectives of the policy forum. DeVos spent quite a bit of time

on the theme of “quality of life.” DeVos said that what the forum’s work is really about
was “quality of life,” which is an interesting comment considering that DeVos comes
from the wealthiest family in the area. His comments also ignore high-levels of poverty

and growing number of unemployment and under-employment.

DeVos then made an interesting comment when he said that in a recent conversation
with Bill Clinton, the former President in relation to his “relief work” in Haiti, that what
“Haitians needed was economic development and not looking for a hand out.” This
statement not only is clear lie, it omits the well-documented history of US military and
economic intervention in Haiti.
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The first invited speaker of the day was Michael Flemming, President of the American
Chamber of Commerce Executives. In a strange Orwellian way, Flemming’s talk was
about how to do grassroots lobbying.

Flemming began with a joke, which in many ways reflected his attitudes about the
economy and workers. The joke he claimed was from Minnesota and what they felt
about people in lowa. “lowans don't give their workers coffee breaks because they
are afraid they won't have enough time to retrain them.”

Flemming believes that there are five fundamental points for “grassroots

lobbying.” First, is that businesses have to take positions and not remain neutral on pol-
icy. Second, businesses and trade associations need to have a broad perspective on
economic and policy matters. What Flemming meant by that is business needs to not
just think about profits in and of themselves, rather they need to see that thinking about
public education may be relevant for the future of their business.

Third, business must adopt a regional strategy, which is what this forum is all about.
Flemming also said that doing regional policy is more important than branding regional
economies. The fourthimperative, according to Flemming, was that it is no longer about
mass movements, but developing influence and influential’s. He said the business

community needs to underwrite the “grassroots” working being done on policy matters.

The fifth and final imperative is that this strategy needs to work collaboratively with local
governments. As Flemming talked about this issue what he really meant was the impor-
tance of what the business people refer to as private/public partnerships. This is really
code for what people in Third World countries know as structural adjustment, where
public services are defunded and privatized.

Flemming then gave some points about how to move forward with these 5 grassroots
lobbying principles. He said people need to lead without authority, which he said was
that since people in the business community are not elected they just need to lead be-
cause it is the right thing to do. Flemming gave Gandhi as an example of a leader who
led without authority, which is an accurate example, but | find it hard to believe that most
people in the room were aware of Gandhi’s views on economics, which would be in clear
conflict with those of the West Michigan Policy Forum.

Amway endorses US/Korea Trade Agreement

https://griid.org/2010/12/06/amway-endorses-uskorea-trade-agreement/
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On Friday, the Obama administration announced that the US and South Korea had
reached an agreement on a trade policy that essentially replicates NAFTA.

This decision by the Obama administration is a betrayal of what was promised during
the campaign about trade policy and a betrayal of working people in this country. Public

Citizen’s Global Trade Watch Director Lori Wallach confirms this in a statement release
on Friday:

“Choosing to advance Bush’'s NAFTA-style Korea free trade agreement rather than the
new trade policy President Obama promised during his campaign will mean more Amer-
ican job loss and puts the White House at odds with the majority of Americans who,
polling shows, oppose more-of-the-same job-offshoring agreements.

Merely tweaking the “cars and cows” market access provisions of Bush’'s NAFTA-style
Korea trade pact but leaving in place the offshoring-promoting foreign investor protec-
tions is a slap in the face to the majority of Americans who, according to repeated polls,
oppose the same old trade policy that has cost millions of American jobs.”

The White House also posted statements of support from government and business
leaders on Friday. One of those statements is from Doug DeVos, the current President
of Amway. “Like most companies, we support a more competitive playing field.
This new trade agreement allows Amway to continue meeting aggressive growth
targets, and gives a much needed boost for all export business in Michigan.”

This statement from Amway shouldn’t surprise us since they don’t even chose to make
the claim that this trade agreement will create jobs, it is merely about “meeting aggres-
sive growth targets.” The US Chamber of Commerce is a bit more subtle in their ap-
proach and uses that tired old line that the US/Korea Trade Agreement will,“create
thousands of new jobs, advance our national goal of doubling exports in five
years, and demonstrate that America is once again ready to lead on trade.”

This is the exact same rhetoric that the Obama administration uses in his announce-
ment on Friday and it indicates that the Democratic White House is taking cues from the
Chamber of Commerce.

Interestingly enough, as the progressive blog Firedoglake reports, most of the major
unions in the US have been silent on the US/Korean trade agreement. However, there
was one major union that took a stance on this trade agreement — the UAW. According
to Firedoglake the UAW supports the trade agreement. UAW president Bob King flew
back from Europe and was greeted by Obama himself when he got off the plane, no
doubt to get the auto worker president to give his support for the anti-worker legislation.
Working people who are in unions which gave millions to elect this President should be
asking what the hell they have won as workers since the beginning of 20097?
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One Kent Coalition memo and the future of local politics

Last week we reported on the presentation by the One Kent Coalition to the Kent County
Commission. The private sector coalition was proposing a new form of government that
would consolidate Grand Rapids with other municipal bodies to have more of a met-
ropolitan form of government.

At the presentation last week the One Kent Coalition spokes person did not provide
many details and avoided the issue of transparency even when asked who was part of
the coalition and where their funds are coming from.

The names of those on the coalition were revealed shortly after the meeting. The list in-
cludes: Tom Butcher (GVSU), Nyal Deems (former EGR mayor), Betsy DeVos, Dick
DeVos, Jeanne Englehart (GR Chamber), David Frey (Grand Action), Kurt Kimball (for-
mer GR City Manager), David Leonard (Spectrum Health Corp.), Greg McNeilly
(Windquest Corp.), Marge Potter (former Kent County Comm.), Jared Rodriguez (West
Michigan Policy Forum), Milt Rohwer (Frey Foundation) Peter Secchia, Peter Wege,
Kate Pew Wolters, Tim Wondergem and Andy Guy (Wondergem & Associates).

When asked about a timeline for when this proposed change of local government might
happen the One Kent Coalition spokesperson said that they had hoped that the State
Legislature would approve an amendment this fall, which would allow for voters in Kent
County to decide on the matter in 2012.

Earlier this week Grand Rapids Press reporter Jim Harger did a follow-up story on the
One Kent Coalition and even posted a memo from the group that lays out the met-
ropolitan government proposal.

What is revealing about the memo is that it states on three different occasions that the
One Kent Coalition envisions a November 2011 vote on this issue, instead of a whole
year later. So why the discrepancy? Are people with the One Kent Coalition not wanting
to be very forthcoming with their plans?

In addition to the issue of when voters might weigh in on this matter there is one other
point from the memo worth mentioning. In the last paragraph it states, “The metropolitan
authority would be except from several existing statutes that are viewed as barriers to
streamlining the efficiencies of government or the consolidation of departments, offices
and personel. However, with respect to existing contracts, and collective bargaining
agreements, those contract agreements would continue in place until their cuurent
length of term. The legislation would not alter vested pensions or retirement rights or
merit system employment benefits but does not restrict future changes.”
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It is important to note that this group is thinking about collective bargaining and govern-
ment employee pensions. Since many of the people on the One Kent Coalition are in-

volved in the West Michigan Policy Forum and that group wants Michigan to be a Right to
Work state it is safe to assume that they would not endorse the unionization of employ-

ees within this “metropolitan authority.” That they say “but does not restrict future
changes” should be seen for what it is, their intention to make the kind of changes that
will diminish the rights that union labor has.

Lack of Transparency Impedes Local Government Consolidation
Study Group

https://griid.org/2011/06/15/1ack-of-transparencv-impedes-local-gcovernment-consolidation-

study-group/

Yesterday, the second meeting of the committee to study the One Kent Coalition local
government consolidation proposal met in downtown Grand Rapids.

This local group of appointed members was given the task of coming up with recom-
mendations in response to the One Kent Coalition’s local government consolidation
proposal........ or maybe it wasn't.

Much of the meeting was spent by committee members discussing what their actual
task was and whether or not the September deadline was an adequate amount of time
for them to honestly assess the prospects of local government consolidation.

Steve Crandall, a corporate human resources specialist was the facilitator for yester-
day’s meeting. When Crandall stated that the group was tasked to look at the feasibility
of the One Kent Coalition proposal, County Commissioner Roger Moran said the charge
should be to question the proposal. Cascade Township Manager Bill Cousins agreed
with Moran and Harold Hamilton (GR City Planning Comm) said he was “freaked out,”
since he thinks that if the proposal passed in would leave Grand Rapids with no func-
tioning central government. He supports consolidating services, but not government.

David Leonard, general counsel for Spectrum Health and a member of the One Kent
Coalition, said, “shouldn’t it be up to the voters to decide whether or not this is a good
proposal?”

Moran responded and said that the One Kent Coalition met for a year in secrecy with no
elected officials so he does not trust what their intent is. Former Grand Rapids City
Commissioner Mary Alice Williams said she agreed to come to the table to decide
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whether this was a good idea, but after the first meeting the mandate is how do we
move and implement this proposal. “It seems that from the One Kent group that this
study group was a necessary evil, a speed bump in the process of it moving forward.”
She said she doesn’t object government consolidation in principle, but that more infor-
mation needs to be presented.

Wyoming City manager Curtis Holt said the language of the legislation that the One
Kent Coalition put forth has been decided so it seemed that the task of this group was
somewhat ambivalent He stated that the One Kent folks think government consolidation
will be good for economic growth, but they have offered no serious data to support such
a claim.

Again, Commissioner Moran spoke up and stated that he thinks that is doesn’t matter

that this group says, “since the legislation is so far down the line it has already been de-
cided.”

Harold Hamilton stated that he thinks the process needs to slow down. “The September
deadline given to us by Nyal Deems at the last meeting is too quick.” Mary Alice
Williams asked what do the One Kent Coalition members think about the issues people
are raising, if they are going to go ahead with their endeavor no matter what this group’s
decides even if they disagree with the proposal.

One Kent Coalition member Marge Potter avoided the question by talking about how
Grand Rapids and Detroit are very similar. She also stated that she had submitted some
“research for the group” on what other counties like Kent have done around the issue of
government consolidation. Crandall agreed with Potter by saying this process is really
about looking at “best practices,” but that did not address the question as to what the
intent on the One Kent Coalition was and what they have been doing for the past year.

David Leonard said that the One Kent Coalition has submitted nothing more than a leg-
islative proposal and that there is “no conspiracy.” Other members of the One Kent

Coalition group present said that they regard “this group’s work as very important in
what will be introduced into legislation.” Again, this sentiment did not address the ques-
tion of what the group has been doing for the past year, where their funding has come
from and whether or not they have hired a lobbyist to push the legislation in Lansing.

Tom Butcher, general counsel for GVSU and a member of the One Kent Coalition spoke
in very lofty terms about the importance of thinking about what local government might
look like in 25 years from now. He mentioned the economic benefits and the decision-
making powers that could come with government consolidation and challenged the
group to think about social justice in this community, although he never defined what
social justice meant.

Former State Representative Jerry Kooiman says that the next meeting should include
information on the history/background of the One Kent Coalition, plus Mayor Heartwell



and County Commissioner Sandy Frost Parish should also be there to address their
thoughts and concerns on the proposal.

Wyoming City Manager Curtis Holt said, “this group needs to be assured by the One
Kent Coalition that the conclusions they come up with need to be respected and
that no legislation will move forward before the group comes up with some rec-
ommendations.”

There was no commitment to this request from Holt, but there was consensus that the
One Kent Coalition would make a presentation to the group at the next meeting. The
next meeting is scheduled for the downtown campus of GVSU on Wednesday, June 29
at 4:00PM in room 202 E.

After the meeting this writer spoke with Grand Rapids City Commissioner Rosalynn
Bliss who stated that the One Kent Coalition has retained Rusty Merchant to be a lobby-
ist for their state legislation proposal on local government consolidation, despite claims
by some of the One Kent Coalition members that they had not hired anyone at this
point. Merchant has a history of lobbying for the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce
and other business groups at the state level.

After sitting through two hours of discussion it seemed very apparent to this writer that
the advisory group was not in agreement on the purpose of this group’s task and there
was significant concerns, even mistrust, over what the real intent of the One Kent Coali-
tion was. Whenever these concerns were raised members of the One Kent Coalition
present avoided any direct response and failed to provide clear transparency on what
the group has done up to this point. The meeting on the 29t might provide some clarifi-
cation for these concerns and we plan to be there and report on what is presented and
discussed.

Update on One Kent local government consolidation proposal

https://griid.org/2011/08/16/update-on-one-kent-local-government-consolidation-propos-
al/

It has been a month since we last reported on the One Kent Coalition proposal to con-
solidate local government into one unit.

The One Kent Coalition is made up of area powerbrokers such as Dick & Betsy DeVos,
Peter Seechia and David Frey, just to name a few. Ever since they first made public
their proposal this group has come under scrutiny since there has been a lack of trans-
parency and concerns about their motives.
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The One Kent Coalition has generally stated that they want to make the area govern-
ment more consolidated to be efficient, but more importantly they want to become more
of an economic force in the country. However, a memo was revealed in March, which
demonstrated other motives.

The memo from the group demonstrates two things. First, it shows that they want the
issue to be on the ballot as soon as possible, which means less public dialogue. Sec-
ond, the memo shows that the kind of government consolidation they are proposing
would undermine public employee unions.

However, the local government consolidation group has not met in over a month be-
cause both the county and city government are frustrated with the One Kent Coalition
group. Grand Rapids City Commissioner Bliss sent me a message saying that the coun-
ty government is doing its own investigation of the issue and the Grand Rapids City
government is actually working to oppose the draft legislation that the One Kent Coali-
tion has drafted.

The draft is 38 pages long and is by no means easy to read. The draft legislation is call-
ing for this new metropolitan government to be run by a CEO, a Chief Executive Officer,
who would have executive power and would be elected by the public. There would also
be a metropolitan commission who would adopt ordinances and budgets and be given
legislative powers.

We will continue to watch this issue and report on the legislation once it is introduced at
the state level. However, one thing that this process should tell us is that people with

economic and political power don’t care about what the public thinks and will do what-
ever they can to keep their actions hidden from us no matter what.

One Kent Proposal reviewed and discussed at GR City
Commission meeting

https://griid.org/2011/09/27/one-kent-proposal-reviewed-and-discussed-at-gr-city-com-

mission-meeting/

This morning the Grand Rapids City Commission addressed ongoing concerns around
the One Kent Coalition proposal to create a new regional government body.

The One Kent Coalition is moving forward in their pursuit to get the proposed legislation
introduced in the State House before the New Year, but Grand Rapids Mayor George
Heartwell wishes they would change course. “I want to use this public forum today to
urge the One Kent group to step back and work with local governments, instead of mov-
ing forward with the State legislation.”
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Other City Commissioners expressed concerns as well. Second Ward City Commis-
sioner Rosalynn Bliss said she is not convinced that the proposed legislation would be
good for the community, “it’s too partisan and it gives to much power to the Executive
Officer.” Bliss is referring leadership position in the proposed One Kent legislation,
where the new metropolitan government would be run by a CEQ. Ruth Kelly echoed
these comments by saying it is important to have as much transparency as possible and
to avoid a government structure that would great more polarization with partisan influ-
ence.

In addition to the commission’s comments, there was a presentation by City staff and

two lawyers who agreed to review the One Kent proposal. A 12 — page

memorandum was submited that outlines 58 different aspect of the One Kent proposal
that the review committee raised questions about. Some of these questions dealt with
the executive power that the metropolitan leader would have, the lack of clarity on col-
lective bargaining agreements for government employees, the districting process, the

new government’s relationship to the existing city charter, the large number of political
appointments and how this proposal would be voted on.

The observations in the review that were presented are both important and relevant for
the City to move forward on how they deal with issues of possible consolidation. In addi-
tion, the review of the proposed legislation again makes clear that there are numerous
undemocratic aspects of the One Kent proposal, which should need to be exposed and
debated before any legislation can be adopted.

One side note worth reporting is that the City Commission adopted a resolution to fund
a study with Grand Rapids, Kentwood and Wyoming on the possibility of consolidation
of police and fire services between these three local governments. The total cost of the
study is $265,000, with the City of Grand Rapids contributing $69,000.

More importantly, there are three private entities contributing significantly to the study of
local government services consolidation — the Richard & Helen DeVos Foundation
($50,000), the Grand Rapids Community Foundation ($50,000) and the Frey Founda-
tion ($27,000). This should raise flags for anyone paying attention, since both the De-
Vos and Frey families are members of the One Kent Coalition. The funding that both of
these foundations provide should raise the question, is there are conflict of interest with
funds coming from families that have a vested interest in seeing local government con-
solidation happen?

DeVos funded think tank Acton Institute on the move in Grand Rapids

https://griid.org/2012/02/27/devos-funded-think-tank-acton-institute-on-the-move-in-

grand-rapids/
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Last week, Rapid Growth Media (RGM) posted a short article about the Acton Institute’s
announcement that they would be buying and moving into the Wim-CAT building on the
corner of Sheldon and Fulton Street in downtown Grand Rapids.

The RGM story focused on the new location, but also including some commentary from
an Acton representative on the future use of the space they purchasing. The only com-
ment about the Acton Institute referred to the group as, “a faith-based proponent of free-
market economies worldwide.”

Considering the history of their founder and current President Robert Sirico and the or-
ganization itself is one of supporting far right positions, it is worth taking a critical look at
what the Acton Institute is about and who they are aligned with.

The organization was founded in 1990 by Fr. Robert Sirico, whom at the time was a
Paulist Priest working with the Catholic Information Center in downtown Grand Rapids.
Sirico had already aligned himself with the more reactionary sectors within the Catholic
Church on issues such as US policy towards Latin America, particularly in opposition

to the Liberation Theology movement.

My first encounter with Sirico was a forum we organized in Grand Rapids in 1991 to de-
bate Liberation Theology in Latin America. It was clear that Sirico sided with the Vatican
in its opposition to Liberation Theology as was manifested by the witch hunt that then
Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict) engaged in by silencing and marginalizing
Latin American Catholic clergy, a topic explored in numerous books and most recently
in The Pope's War: Why Ratzinger's Secret Crusade Has Imperiled the Church and
How It Can Be Saved.

The Acton Institute’s decision to take a position against Liberation Theology stems
mostly from its promotion of free-market capitalism. Liberation Theology advocated for
justice for the poor and a redistribution of wealth. The Grand Rapids-based think tank
believes that capitalism is the best remedy for economic equality, despite the historical
track record of capitalism leaving a path of suffering, exploitation and inequality in its
path.

The Acton Institute supports economic policy that promotes deregulation of the econo-
my and austerity measures (similar to what Michigan is experiencing under Gov. Sny-
der). It is no surprise then that the DeVos family has been a big supporter of the Acton
Institute, with Betsy DeVos previously serving on the Board of Directors and the DeVos
family being major donors to the think tank. Richard DeVos Sr. was also given the Faith
and Freedom Award from the Acton Institute in 2010. You can see from the graphic be-
low the interlocking systems of power that connect the DeVos family and the Acton Insti-
tute.

The current Board of Directors at the Acton Institute is a mix of corporate CEOs and re-
ligious leaders, such as Calvin College President Gaylen Byker, J.C. Huizenga of the
National Heritage Academies (advocates the privatization of public education), John
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Kennedy (Autocam), Sidney Jansma (Wolverine Gas & Oil Corp) and John Gordon
(Gordon Food Service).

The Acton Institute also has a history of denying global warming and taking a very criti-
cal attitude towards much of the focus of environmental justice work throughout the
world. According to the website Exxon Secrets, the Acton Institute has received over
$300,000 from Exxon/Mobil since 1998 to engage in anti-global warming propa-
ganda. One way the group has used this money was to organizing public screenings of
a climate denial film, which they showed at the Wealthy Street Theater in Grand Rapids
a few years back.

The Acton Institute’s Environmental Stewardship web page links to the Cato

Institute, Competitive Enterprise Institute, the Free-Market Environmental network,
Green-Watch, the Heartland Institute and the Heritage Foundation. All of the entities
linked from the Acton Institute web page take a pro-business, anti-regulation, anti-work-
er, anti-environmental position and influence both state and federal policy.

Considering this history, we thought it would be useful for people to understand a bit
more about the Acton Institute and have some background on the think tank that will be
sharing a building with the West Michigan Center for Arts and Technology.

The Ford Airport, Dick DeVos and global sustainability

https://griid.org/2012/02/22/the-ford-airport-dick-devos-and-global-sustainability/

Earlier today MLive reported that Dick DeVos addressed an audience of 80 business-
men, some with the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce and some with the Regional
Air Alliance of West Michigan.

The article essentially states that DeVos was calling for more regional businesses to uti-
lize the Ford International Airport. The article cites DeVos who claims that there is no
reason for regional business people to use any other airport, because the Ford airport is
the most cost effect.

The MLive reporter did not verify such claims made by DeVos and the only other person
cited in the story was Joseph Tomaselli, who chairs Ford Airport’s Board. Interestingly
enough, Tomaselli is the CEO of the Amway Grand Hotel, one of the DeVos owned ho-
tels in Grand Rapids and a member of the Grand Rapids Downtown Development Au-
thority (DDA). Another example of the inter-locking systems of power in this city.
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Dick DeVos is the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Regional Air Alliance of West
Michigan, which also has representatives from OXFORD Partners, Meijer, Treystar
Group and Passageways Travel joining DeVos on the board.

In addition, there are numerous private and public entities listed as members and sup-
porters of the Air Alliance, such as Amway, Autocam, Gentex, Herman Miller, Metro
Health, Rockford Construction and another DeVos owned entity The Windquest Group.
Several area universities are also members along with the Grand Rapids Press. This
begs the question as to why a news agency would be a member or supporter of an or-
ganization whose main goal is to get more people to travel by plane from the Ford In-
ternational Airport. The Grand Rapids Press membership in the Regional Air Alliance of
West Michigan also calls into question the credibility of their reporting on the Alliance
and area air travel in general.

Beyond the incestuous nature of the power brokers in this story, the other issue not ad-
dressed by the reporter was the question of ecological sustainability. DeVos and his

business network often makes the claim that they practice environmental sustainability.
If this is truly the case, how does increased air travel fit into the notion of sustainability?

The British journalist and environmental writer George Monbiot in his important
book Heat: How we can stop the planet burning, devotes a whole chapter on the
ecological costs of air travel. Monbiot states:

There are two reasons why flying dwarfs any other environmental impact a single per-
son can exert. The first is the distance it permits us to cover. According to the Royal
Commission on Environmental Pollution, the carbon emissions per passenger mile “for
a fully loaded cruising airliner are comparable to a passenger car carrying three or four
people”. In other words, they are about half those, per person, of a car containing the
average loading of 1.56 people. But while the mean distance travelled by car in the UK
is 9,200 miles per year, in a plane we can beat that in one day. On a return flight from
London to New York, every passenger produces roughly 1.2 tonnes of carbon dioxide:
the very quantity we will each be entitled to emit in a year once the necessary cut in
emissions has been made.

The second reason is that the climate impact of aeroplanes is not confined to the car-
bon they produce. They release several different kinds of gases and particles. Some of
them cool the planet, others warm it. In the upper tropo-sphere, where most large
planes fly, hot, wet air from the jet engine exhaust mixes with cold air. As the moisture
condenses, it can form “contrails”, which in turn appear to give rise to cirrus clouds —
those high wispy formations of ice crystals sometimes known as “horsetails”. While they

reflect some of the sun’'s heat back into the space, they also trap heat in the at-
mosphere, especially at night; the heat trapping seems to be the stronger effect. The
overall impact, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, is a
warming effect 2.7 times that of the carbon dioxide alone.
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In addition to the environmental costs of air travel, it is important to keep in mind the
primary reasons for air travel and those costs to the environment. The number sector of
society that travels is the business community, which more often than not are traveling
to do business deals that will further deplete resources, create a larger gap between the
1% and the 99% and contribute to global warming.

When Dick DeVos and his circle of business aren’t traveling to make deals that will land
them more money they are flying long distances to vacation at exotic locations. For De-
Vos, this is not done on regular commercial airplanes, he flies on private planes owned
and operated by the DeVos Family.

DeVos Family funds another new “development” entity coming to
West Mi

https://griid.org/2012/02/21/devos-family-funds-another-new-development-entity-com-
ing-to-west-mi/

Yesterday, MLive reporter Jim Harger posted a story about the Detroit-based Urban
Land Institute’s (ULI) announcement that they were opening up a branch office in Grand
Rapids.

This brief article was a “happy piece” about the ULI and the organization’s thoughts on

moving to Grand Rapids. One of their representatives said, “The resurgence of down-
town Grand Rapids, the exciting redevelopment of downtown Benton Harbor, the Lans-
ing riverfront redevelopment and the revitalization of downtowns in Battle Creek, Kala-
mazoo and Holland are just a few examples of the transformative activities in our re-
gion.”

According to the Urban Land Institute website, “the 30,000 members worldwide repre-
sent the entire spectrum of land use and real estate development disciplines, working in
private enterprises and public service. As the pre-eminent, multidisciplinary real estate
forum, ULI facilitates the open exchange of ideas, information and experience among
local, national and international industry leaders and policy makers dedicated to creat-
ing better places.”

Such a statement requires one to ask who will be benefiting from these “better spa-
ces.”
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The Urban Land Institute is essentially made up of real estate professionals seeking to
invest in urban centers around the world. Their Board of Directors is made up of sme of
the most powerful real estate people/companies in the world. According to ULI they fo-
cus on 5 areas of urban development:

Resort and residential

Retail and destination development
Office and industrial development
Transportation and parking

Real estate finance and capital markets

The Urban Land Institute also has a foundation, which channels money into projects
that primarily benefit real estate development and has partnerships with other founda-
tions and financial entities such as Bank of America.

Bank of America is also a sponsor of the Urban Land Institute, along with many other
major economic players in the country and the DeVos Family, which is listed as a Gold
Sponsor.

The DeVos Family’s financial support of ULI makes complete sense, especially since
they own a tremendous amount of downtown Grand Rapids property, with new invest-
ments like the purchasing of the old Morton House apartments building, which is slated
to be another hotel. The Morton House did provide low income housing to people in
Grand Rapids for years, but the DeVos purchase forced those people to relocate.

It also makes sense for the DeVos Family to financially support a non-profit entity like
the Urban Land Institute, which can provide the research and advocacy to bolster other
land deals in Grand Rapids down the road. Such an entity fits in with the strategic
scheme of Rick DeVos and his family funded project known as ArtPrize.

The Urban Land Institute recently endorsed the transfer of state taxpayer funds to re-
move buildings on the south end of downtown Grand Rapids to make way for the new
“Urban Market” that is now underway. The Urban Market is a project spearheaded by
Grand Action, a Dick DeVos-founded entity that was behind the Van Andel Arena con-
struction and other downtown development projects.

Unfortunately, the readers of MLive would not as easily connect the dots on the DeVos/
Urban Land Institute relationship, since their article did not bother to investigate the real
function of this real estate front group.

Amway is the beneficiary of more corporate welfare from Michigan
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michigan/

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) announced yesterday that

the Amway Corporation is the recipient of $1.6 million in corporate welfare.

The $1.6 million will be used to build a new manufacturing facility to expand their vita-
min production capacity. The MEDC said that the Ada-based corporation chose to build
the new facility in Ada, despite looking at other locations around the country. No doubt
the $1.6 million in corporate welfare was a major incentive to expand in Ada.

So, the company that is based on a pyramid scheme and rabidly embraces a free mar-
ket ideology, is once again the beneficiary of public funds so they can expand. The De-
Vos funded Mackinac Center for Public Policy is constantly beating the drum of govern-
ment deregulation, privatization of public services and the current austerity measures
being implemented by Gov. Snyder. While Amway doesn’t want tax money to support
public services and public employees, they don’t hesitate to hold their hand out to get
public money for their private gain.

The MEDC announcement includes comments from Amway executives as well as
comments from Birgit Klohs, President and CEO, The Right Place, Inc. Klohs states,
“‘“Amway’s investment is very encouraging to The Right Place, and to the region as well,
as this announcement demonstrates that manufacturing remains strong and growing in
West Michigan.”

Of course The Right Place would salute more corporate welfare going to a West Mi-
chigan company, since that is one of its major functions, to assist the business commu-
nity to become more profitable. Not surprising, the Chairman of the Board for The Right

Place is Doug DeVos. the President of Amway.

LGBT organization calling for Boycott of Amway

https://griid.org/2012/08/03/Igbt-organization-calling-for-boycott-of-amway/
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Today, the California-based LGBT group Rights Equal Rights announced that it was call-

ing for a boycott of Amway/Alticor, because of “its President and company owner
Doug DeVos’ $500,000 contribution to the National Organization (NOM) for Marriage.”

The Rights Equal Rights website also states, “A global boycott of Amway will let others
know that there are consequences for giving massive

amounts of money to take away the rights of a minority. We will be closely watching the
donors who contribute to the anti-gay sides of the four upcoming November 6t marriage
elections in Minnesota, Maryland, Maine and Washington State.

This is not the first time that a member of the DeVos family has providing funding to de-
feat marriage equality or other LGBT rights struggles around the country. The Richard &
Helen DeVos Foundation and the Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation have also provided
significant amounts of money to previous anti-gay campaigns, such as defeating mar-
riage equality in Florida and funding anti-gay groups like Focus on the Family and the
American Family Association. We obtain this information through their foundation 990s,
which were used for the documentary film we produced on the history of the LGBTQ
community in Grand Rapids.

Locally, we learned in the Grand Rapids People’s History of the LGBTQ Community that
Richard DeVos threatened to pull funding for a new building project at GVSU in 1995,
when it was reported that the university was planning on providing domestic partner
benefits to their faculty and staff.

The Rights Equal Rights organization sent Doug DeVos a letter expressing their outrage
over the Amway President’s financial support of NOM and provided the following list of
Amway/Alticor brands and subsidiaries that the organization is asking people to boycott.

Amway — Family of Brands

Atmosphere

Artistry Skin Care Products

Beauty Products Sold Through Amway
Fragrances

iCook

Jewelry and Apparel

Laura Mercier®

Legacy of Clean Home Care Products
Nutrilite Health Products

RéVive

Ribbon

Water Systems Sold Through Amway
XS Food and Beverage Division

Real Estate
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DP Fox Ventures, LLC, a diversified management company with interests in real estate,
transportation, and sports and entertainment

Access Business Group LLC
Alticor Corporate Enterprises

Interleukin Genetics
Gurwitch Products

Metagenics
Hospitality & Fithess

Amway Hotel Corporation

Amway Grand Plaza Hotel

JW Marriott Grand Rapids

Courtyard by Marriott Downtown Grand Rapids
Peter Island Resorts

RDV Sportsplex

MVP Sports Clubs in Michigan and Florida

Professional Sports

Orlando Magic — National Basketball Association (NBA) Orlando, FL
Grand Rapids Griffins — American Hockey League (AHL) Grand Rapids, MI

Fox Automotive Group

Delta Imports — Porsche, Audi and Subaru, Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Acura — Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Buick GMC — Comstock Park, Ml

Fox Ford Mazda — Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Honda — Grand Rapids, Mi

Fox Hyundai Kia — Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Nissan — Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Saab — Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Powersports of Kentwood — Aprilia, Arctic Cat, Piaggio, Qlink, Vespa,
Genuine Scooter, MotoGuzzi, Yamaha, Grand Rapids, Ml

Fox Shawmut Hills — Can-Am, Sea-Doo, Ski-Doo, Suzuki, Yamaha,
Honda Powersports, Honda Power Equipment, Kawasaki, Grand Rapids, Mi
Grand Rapids Harley-Davidson — Hudsonville, Ml

Fox Collision Center — Grand Rapids, Ml

Quick Lane Tire & Auto Center — Kentwood, Ml

Fox Ford Lincoln of Cadillac — Cadillac, Ml

Fox Toyota of Cadillac — Toyota, Scion, Cadillac, Ml

Fox Grand Traverse — Ford, Lincoln, BMW, Mazda, Traverse City, Ml
Mercedes-Benz of Traverse City — Traverse City, Mi

Fox Collision Center — Traverse City, Ml


http://www.textsrv.com/click?v=VVM6MTA5MTM6MjM5Om1ldGFnZW5pY3M6NDM3NjJkZTEzYTAwYjk3ODBiNWFkZTlhY2M4OTAxMjY6ei0xMTg4LTE1MjI5Ond3dy5hbHRpY29yLmNvbQ%253D%253D

Fox Charlevoix — Buick, Cadillac, Chrysler, Dodge , Jeep, RAM, Gem, Charlevoix, Ml
Fox Charlevoix Ford — Ford, Lincoln, Charlevoix, Ml

Fox Collision Center, Charlevoix, Ml

Fox Negaunee GM — Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, Negaunee, MI

Fox Negaunee Chrysler — Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, Negaunee, Ml

Fox Collision Center — Negaunee, MI

Fox Marquette — Ford, Lincoln, Marquette, MI

The Boycott Amway/Alticor campaign also has an online petition to sign, provides
a number to call Doug DeVos and is asking for people to spread the word on the boycott.

Dick & Betsy DeVos fund Broadway play written by a sweatshop profi-
teer about the founder of an ultra conservative church

https://griid.org/2012/08/22/dick-betsy-devos-fund-broadway-play-written-by-a-sweat-
shop-profiteer-about-the-founder-of-an-ultra-conservative-church/

Yesterday, MLive posted an article about Dick & Betsy DeVos deciding to provide finan-
cial support for the Broadway play Scandalous, written by Kathie Lee Gifford.

The article calls the move by Dick and Betsy their “entry” into Broadway, as if this was a
new venture for them.

The play they are funding is about a woman who was an evangelical and the founder of
Foursquare Church, which has grown significantly since 1930s, but has maintained its
hyper-conservative roots.

The MLive story mentions that this is not the first time that Dick and Betsy DeVos have
decided to fund the arts and culture, with increasing amounts of money going to the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. and their financing

of son Rick’s annual event, ArtPrize.

However, the article doesn’t explore why Dick and Betsy have decided to fund arts and
culture. Instead, the MLive story refers to other articles in the New York Times and
the Huffington Post, neither of which explores their motivations.

Nearly two years ago, we posted an article by artist Richard Kooyman, entitled What is
ArtPrize, where Kooyman explores why he thinks the DeVos family has shifted to art &
culture. Kooyman believes that the DeVos’ interest in art and culture is connected to the
rest of the family philosophy of promoting capitalism and conservative religious values.
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There are also aspects of the DeVos/Gifford/Foursquare partnership that are completely
ignored by the MLive article.

First, there is no mention of Kathie Lee Gifford’s history of profiting from sweatshops in
Central America. In 1996, Charles Kernaghan, with the National Labor Committee
(MLC), investigated where Gifford’s brand name clothing was being manufactured and
discovered that a factory in Honduras was using teenage girls to sew her clothes for lit-
tle pay and under horrendous working conditions.

Gifford went on TV, cried and then said she would make sure such practices never hap-
pened again. Three years later it was discovered that Gifford continued to profit off of
sweatshop labor, when the NLC found her clothing line being made in sweatshops in El
Salvador.

This is relevant information as Gifford’s play is about a woman who promoted a certain
kind of religious values, yet she herself has a history of exploited women workers
abroad. It is also relevant in that the DeVos family has been a proponent of trade poli-
cies that have both benefited their company and created exploitative practices, such as
the one that Gifford and Amway have profited from.

Second, there is no exploration about what the Foursquare Church has become and its
relationship to the politics of DeVos and Gifford. Foursquare Church continues to pro-
mote hyper-conservative religious values such as anti-abortion, anti-gay marriage and
the dominance of Christian values in public life. Former Foursquare pastor Jack Hay-
ford, now the head of Kings College and Seminary, embraces Dominion theology, a the-
ology that believes that religious doctrines should govern civic life. Essentially, those
who embrace Dominion theology in the US would like to replace the US system of laws
with the 10 Commandments. Hayford and other Foursquare leaders have also been in-
volved with the patriarchal Christian movement known as the Promise Keepers.

It's no surprise then that Dick and Betsy DeVos would finance a Broadway play written
by a Sweatshop profiteer that promotes the story of the founder of an ultra-conservative
Christian Church.

West Michigan Policy Forum Day Il: Three Wealthy CEOs talk “down-
town development”


http://www.democracynow.org/1999/9/27/kathie_lee_gifford_accused_of_running

https://griid.org/2012/09/13/west-michigan-policy-forum-day-ii-three-wealthy-ceos-talk-
downtown-development/

The second day of the West Michigan Policy Forum began with comments from the
Chairman of Haworth, Matt Haworth. He talked about how his company doesn’t refer to

their workers as employees, rather they are “members.” This reflected another linguistic
slight of hand that makes workers feel as if they are valued, without having any power,
especially since they are not unionized.

Haworth also provided a summary of the first day themes and what day two will entail.
He also facilitated some online voting by attendees around the issue of what would be
on Michigan’s November ballot. This very public voting, once again demonstrated that
this forum is highly political and even reactionary, since the online voting overwhelming-
ly showed opposition to the Protect Our Jobs ballot, the Home Health Care ballot and
the Renewable Energy initiative.

Morning Session — Day 2

The first session of day two maintained a similar pattern, by having another journalist
facilitate this session. Carol Cain, with a Detroit CBS affiliate, was joined by Dan Gilbert,
Chairman, Rock Ventures and Quicken Loans, Dan Loepp, President and CEO, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Dick DeVos, President, Windquest Group. The
theme of this discussion was Branding Michigan: Why Strong Cities Matter.

Dick DeVos started by emphasizing the importance of developing the downtown of any
city in order for them to thrive. Loepp and Gilbert affirmed this notion and Loepp talked
about the decision of Blue Cross/Blue Shield to move their office to the old Steketees
building in Grand Rapids.

Carol Cain lobbed another softball at Dick DeVos by asking how easy it was to rebuild
downtown Grand Rapids. Dick said that in West Michigan people agree publicly and
disagree privately. DeVos said it was a matter of scale, but failed to acknowledge that
his family has been one of the largest beneficiaries of downtown development, with ho-
tel expansion, offices, Grand Action projects and the money maker that is ArtPrize.

Dan Gilbert talked about purchasing buildings in downtown Detroit, because of “this
commitment” to reviving the core of Detroit. Gilbert couldn’t even remember how many
buildings he owned and of course was not asked if his buy of property would lead to ac-

celerated gentrification.
DeVos also talked about the phases of development in Grand Rapids, which began with

major investment in large buildings, followed by retail, followed by entertainment, then
housing and finally education. He emphasized the importance of improving education in
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core city areas, which was interesting, since everyone in the room certainly knows that
what Dick and Betsy mean by education is private education.

Ultimately, this session was a love fest amongst three wealthy CEOs who are reaping
the benefits of using public policy to redirect public money to help re-develop downtown
areas of major cities across the state. The all stated that the market should have barri-

ers put before it, but they welcomed government handouts in the form of corporate wel-
fare.

A Grand Rapids Power Analysis

https://griid.org/2012/09/11/a-grand-rapids-power-analys/

This information was presented at an event hosted by the Bloom Collective on Sep-
tember 8 and is re-posted here with the help of several Bloom Collective members.

The presentation began with the premise that in order for institutional or systemic
change to take place in any community, people must have a clear understanding of who
has power, both economic and political power.

The first slide shared was on understanding the Hierarchy of Power, which is included
here.

The hierarchy of power believes that private economic power is the strongest form of
power and that this sector of power uses political power to control state power. What is
meant by political power is the idea to influence state policy through money and political
leverage, which is often manifested in the relationships that private power has, the
amount of assets and the associations and boards that it occupies.

Once the idea of a hierarchy of power was established, there was a discussion of who
represented private power in Grand Rapids. There certainly are large, global corpora-
tions that have a presence in Grand Rapids, such as JP Morgan Chase Bank, AT&T,
Coca Cola, Veolia and General Motors. These companies have power in that they can
demand tax breaks and subsidies for setting up shop in the area, but they rarely influ-
ence local policy on a more regular basis.

The families, individuals and associations that were identified as having the real power
in this community includes (but is not limited to) the following: DeVos, Meijer, Van Andel,
Cook, Seechia, Michael Jandernoa, John Kennedy, David Frey, Sam Cummings, Hunt-
ington, the GR Chamber of Commerce, The Right Place Inc., The Econ Club of Grand
Rapids, the West Michigan Policy Forum, Grand Action and the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority (DDA).


http://www.publiceye.org/magazine/v27n3/School_Choice.html
https://griid.org/2012/09/11/a-grand-rapids-power-analys/

These are the families and entities that through individual wealth or collaboration too
often dictate the outcome of policies, economic development and major cultural dynam-
ics that impact the entire community.

The easiest example is the DeVos Family. Their collective wealth and assets is astound-
ing. You can see here how much they own and can get a more detailed listing at
this link.

In addition to the wealth & assets that the DeVos Family holds, they influence policy
through direct contributions to political parties/candidates or campaigns. According to
data provided by the Center for Responsible Politics, we determined that the DeVos fami-
ly had collective given over half a million dollars in the 2012 election cycle by July.

Other examples of members of the DeVos family influencing policy are the recent dona-

tion of $250.000 by Richard DeVos to Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker in his bid to defeat a
recall campaign and a $500.000 donation by Doug DeVos to the National Organization for
Marriage (NOM), a lead organization that fights marriage equality across the country.
On a more local level, the DeVos family has given money to influence the politics of lo-
cal universities and colleges, religious institutions, hospitals and non-profits.

In addition to the power that individual families have because of their vast amount of
wealth, they also have power through formal associations. If one were to look at who
sits on the boards of entities like the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, Grand Ac-
tion, the Econ Club of Grand Rapids, the West Michigan Policy Forum and the Right
Place Inc., one can see the wealthiest and most powerful people occupying those
boards. One can also begin to see that certain names appear over and over again, thus
creating what could be called interlocking systems of power. Here is a graph to illustrate
these interlocking systems in Grand Rapids.

These are the organizations and associations that the wealthiest families use to dictate
policy in this community. We have seen this historically with the development of down-
town Grand Rapids over the past 20 years, whether it was the construction of the arena,
the convention center and now the so-called “urban market.”

Understanding that private economic and political power is greater than state power, we
can then see how the state more often than not operates to maintain the social stratifi-
cation created by the local elites. Through police, the courts and the jail, the state will
deal with disproportionately poor and minority communities by putting them in the Prison
Industrial Complex. This is not to say that the state does no “good,” such as libraries
and public transportation, but the good/bad binary that has been created by the power
structure doesn’t allow us to see how power functions. Of course, the state does some
“good,” but the point here is that its primary function is to act on behalf of private power
and not allow the masses to really have a say in social and economic policies.
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The media also plays the same role, since the media is part of the power structure,
based on who owns them. However, even most reporters will not question the power
structure, since they have either internalized the values of the system or engage in self-
censorship in order to protect their job. Very little local media is owned locally and when
they do report on those with power, the news is often bias, framed in the good/bad bina-
ry and sometimes the news media acts as sort of a PR outlet for power.

This brings us to the last level in the hierarchy of power, the NGO, Social Services sec-
tor. More often than not what one sees with non-profit organizations and social services,
entities that are dealing with the consequences of private power’s quest for more power
— poverty, various forms of discrimination, poor health, destruction of the environment —
is that these NGOs will not question the reasons why people are poor, are suffering
from bad health or are the victims of discrimination and oppression.

One of the reasons for this failure to get to the root of problems within the NGO sector is
because most often non-profits think that the current system is more or less fine and
only needs some minor reforms. This is why many people will say that in Grand Rapids,
“‘we do charity real well, but not justice.” There are social service agencies and charita-
ble services all over this community, but they are not a threat to the existing power
structure. This is exactly why the wealthy elites in this community often donate large
sums of money to these non-profits, because they not only will not have their power
threatened, it actually creates the illusion that they are doing “good.”

Radical sociologists identify the social service and non-profit sector as the first line of
defense against social uprisings. If your organization or agency can provide charitable
assistance to people, then they are less likely to direct their rage towards systems of
power. In a sense, much of the social service and non-profit world acts as a buffer be-
tween the disenfranchised masses and the power elite or as the Occupy Movement
would call them, the 1%.

This is exactly why virtually all those individuals and families who make up the 1% in
Grand Rapids have their own foundations. Foundations are first and foremost a way to
put one’s wealth into a non-taxable status, but it also serves as a way to create an illu-
sion of concern, redirect attention away from social inequality and to engage in popula-
tion management.

The power structure often gives money to programs that serve the “needy” as a way to
guarantee that those most disenfranchised not only will not rise up against the power
structure, but will actually come to see them as people they admire. We can see this all
throughout West Michigan, where the DeVos, Prince, Meijer and Van Andel families are
viewed with great admiration. The fact that working class people will speak highly of the
local power structure is an amazing feat of propaganda that would make Joseph
Goebbels blush.

The discussion at the Bloom Collective ended with looking at the function of ArtPrize
within a local power analysis. People were able to deconstruct the role this art event



played within that hierarchy of power and who the real beneficiaries were of the annual
event.

This is Class Warfare: New Cartoons take on the DeVos Family
and Amway

https://griid.org/2012/10/11/this-is-class-warfare-new-cartoons-take-on-the-devos-family-

and-amway/

We recently received the cartoons below by someone who calls themselves a “guerilla
artist” and goes by the name Thaddeus Bobo. This artist said he has been inspired by
the propaganda work done during WWII and more recently the work of David Rees, who
created the fabulously satirical book Get Your War Onin 2001.

We asked Thaddeus Bobo a few questions about the work that is critical of the DeVos
Family and Amway and have included all five of the cartoons below.

GRIID — What inspired you to create these cartoon messages about the DeVos
Family?

| actually work at Amway. | see the struggles of the people on the production floor every
day. | hear how their kids are struggling to get into decent colleges, how they worry
about sick parents whose retirement funds has been ransacked by Wall St, how they
constantly worry about where the money for the next unexpected bill is going to come
from.

The fact that Rich Devos spent over $200,000USD supporting Citizens United speaks
volumes about his respect for the average worker on his production floors. Supporting
the anti-union activities of Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker actively hurts working men and
women and their families who are just trying to make a fair wage for their honest labor.
These are people just like the ones working at Amway every single day. Many of them
are too busy worrying about paying the mortgage to spend much time learning about
the DeVos family’s efforts to erode the quality of life for the average middle class Ameri-
can. | felt that | had to do something to express my frustration, and hopefully in a cre-
ative way that got people to laugh, to think, to question things for themselves.

GRIID — Will there be other work from AARDVARK Press about the local 1%7?

Yes, for sure. | think tackling a few local politicians would be on the agenda, as well as
local business owners like Tommy Brann espousing extremist views in the media.
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GRIID — Do you have any plans on distribution at this point?

Nothing formal at this point. | was hoping to participate in a local diy ‘zine fest this spring
that a few local activists have been dreaming up. | have no experience getting pub-
lished, but would absolutely love to explore that as an option.

GRIID - There are plenty of working class people who also support the DeVos
family “philanthropy.” Do you think that what you are doing offers a counter-nar-
rative to the corporate media commentary on the DeVos family and other local
robber barons?

| absolutely do feel that | am pointing out some of those unspoken truths, and in a way
that uses humor to shed some light on some seriously un-funny situations.

In regards to the DeVos family, there is almost a “don’t bite the hand that feeds you”
mentality that | think speaks volumes about the collective insecurity about not being a
“real city” that seems to be prevalent in this town. | am glad that the DeVos family built a
children’s hospital in Grand Rapids, it is undeniably a great thing. Altruism isn’t really a
factor in these great contributions to our city. The DeVos family, Meijer family, Steelcase,
Wolverine and other benefactors gain an enormous amount of social equity, and influ-
ence as a direct result of their actions.

Additionally, that great gesture is also tempered by actions like the $500,000 dollars
Doug DeVos donated to fight against gay marriage. Its common knowledge that a cer-
tain percentage of the population falls into the LGBT community, so it stands to reason

that Amway’s workforce of over 5,000 people has a few hundred people that Mr. DeVos
has directly insulted. These types of conflict that the DeVos family “benevolently” inflict
upon us should be questioned. People should ask “who really benefits from this action?”



Meanwhile... Dinnertime at the DeVos family home
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/.,.;md Lhen he said “Mr. DeVos, if your compuny builds
this factory here, they'll have to tear down the school our
kids go to... and they’ll have to pave over the cemetery
vehere our lown's founding fathers and war velerans are
buried... and they'll have to slash and bum the woodland

I gave one of our Xe (formerly Blackwater) guards a
$100 bill to shoot him in the face! T didn’t spend all that
money on Citizens United so that T could stand around
all day listening to some dumb ass peasant feeding ms
that kind of bullshit!
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Right to Work: Brought to you in part by the DeVos Family

https://griid.org/2012/12/07/right-to-work-brought-to-you-in-part-by-the-devos-family/

As people are still reeling from news that the state legislature passed a Right to Work
bill for Michigan, some sources are saying that Gov. Snyder will sign the bill into law,
despite his previous claims that it would be bad for the state.

One source that is saying that Snyder will make Michigan a Right to Work state is
the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, which euphemistically calls Right to Work, Free-
dom to Work.


https://griid.org/2012/12/07/right-to-work-brought-to-you-in-part-by-the-devos-family/
http://www.mackinac.org/18027

Not only is the Mackinac Center a source for this news, they are in many ways the ar-
chitect behind the push for Right to Work legislation in Michigan. The Mackinac Center
was involved in the introduction of Right to Work laws in Indiana in the past year and
they have been leading the charge in Michigan, even before Snyder became
Governor. The Mackinac Center also has a long history of pushing for privatization and
other pro-capitalist policies ever since the right wing think tank formed in 1987.

It is also important for those of us who live in West Michigan to recognize that the Right
to Work policy that Michigan is about to make into law is a policy that many business
leaders in the area have been championing, none more so than members of the DeVos
family.

Richard, Dick and Betsy DeVos have also been major donors of the Mackinac Center
for Public Policy according to SourceWatch, Right Wing Watch and stories we have post-
ed in the past. In addition, all of these sources also document that the Edgar & Elsa
Prince Foundation and the Van Andel Family have been donors to the Mackinac Center
as well, making West Michigan a major source funding for the right wing think tank.

Besides funding the main architect behind Right to Work policies in Michigan, West Mi-
chigan elites like the DeVos family are deeply involved in the creation of the West Mi-
chigan Policy Forum, which since 2008 has been pushing for Right to Work legislation
in Michigan.

We reported on the West Michigan Policy Forum in 2010, when they brought anti-union
strategist Rick Berman to Grand Rapids and the focus on Right to Work policies at this

year’s conference as well.

If indeed, Right to Work becomes policy in Michigan, much of the blame lies with the
role that West Michigan elites have played in funding and pushing such a policy. Re-
member this the next time someone talks about the “philanthropy” of DeVos and com-
pany, especially since Right to Work policies are really an attack against working peo-
ple.

The money connection between ArtPrize and the Right to Work law
in Michigan

https://griid.org/2013/01/15/the-money-connection-between-artprize-and-the-right-to-
work-law-in-michigan/

For months we have been attempting to get the 990 financial reports from ArtPrize for
2011, but every time we would send a request we were ignored.
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Fortunately, this is public information and the online Non-Profit resource,
GuideStar, posted the 990s for ArtPrize from 2011.

We have written in pervious years about the political economy of ArtPrize and who were
the main funders of ArtPrize, both primary sources and sponsors.

The 990 for ArtPrize in 2011 is consistent with the first few years, in that the primary
funding source is the Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation.

According to the 990 for 2011, the Dick and Betsy DeVos Foundation have provided
ArtPrize with $5.2 million. There is some income from merchandize and sponsors, but
the bulk of the money is provided by the foundation of the parents of Rick DeVos.

Additional financial information worth noting is that there were three “independent con-
tractors” used by ArtPrize in 2011 — On Stage Services ($192.852), Square One Design
($152,617) and Pomegranate Studios ($559, 327). Independent is a loose term to use
considering that Square One Designs does lots of other DeVos family business work
(Amway, Windquest & Reserve Bar) and Pomegranate Studios is run by the DeVos fam-

ily.

One last aspect of the financials of ArtPrize is based on a question that is asked of non-
profit entities in the 990 form, section 1V, which asks — Did the organization engage in
direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to
candidates for public office? The answer that ArtPrize put for this was no, which is
technically correct. However, this does not mean the public shouldn’t reconsider the
significance of such a question, particularly as it relates to what the Dick & Betsy DeVos
Foundation funds.

After the Michigan Legislature pushed through a Right to Work law in December it was
revealed that Dick & Betsy DeVos have been major funders of Rights to Work policies,
primarily through their contributions to the Mackinac Center for Public Policy. The Mack-
inac Center has been pushing Right to Work policies in Michigan for years and was one

of the main architects for the state’s new law.

Dick & Betsy DeVos (along with other DeVos family members) have been part of the
work of the West Michigan Policy Forum, which has made Right to Work one of its main
priorities, since the group was founded in 2008. Right to Work policy was a significant

part of the last conference. held in September of 2012.

What this all means is that the same people who fund ArtPrize are the same people that
made Right to Work a law in Michigan. This should raise lots of questions for all of us,
whether you are a supporter of ArtPrize or not. What is the significance of the rela-
tionship between people who funded a 19 — day art event in downtown Grand
Rapids and the same people who attack workers and unions in Michigan?
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Another way to frame this is by asking what is the significance of those who engage in
cultural management who also engage in the management of public policy? The DeVos
family understands the importance of public relations and ArtPrize is in many ways a PR
coup for the family. How could anyone be critical of people who put on such a large cul-
tural event as ArtPrize?

It’'s not a question of whether or not there are any positive outcomes of ArtPrize. The
world is not black and white and we must avoid looking at the world through a binary
lens of good and evil. Instead we have to think critically about the nuances of how sys-
tems of power work.

If labor unions and other sectors of Michigan want to come to terms with how the Right
to Work law came into being, they are going to have to grapple with the strategic use of
DeVos family money. Such grappling will have to go beyond the simplistic GOP vs De-

mocrats analysis and see how their funding strategies are primarily about wealth accu-
mulation and social management.

If | wanted to fight back against the Right to Work policies, | would use ArtPrize as a fo-
rum to challenge the DeVos family’s political and economic influence.

Econ Club GR speaker says Right to Work is just the beginning of
greater “economic freedom”

https://qgriid.org/2013/01/28/econ-club-gr-speaker-says-right-to-work-is-just-the-beqin-

ning-of-greater-economic-freedom/

The speaker at today’s Econ Club of Grand Rapids luncheon event was Dr. Robert
Genetski, talking on the topic of Right to Work laws and economic freedom.

In some ways it seems a bit ridiculous to bring a speaker in to talk about Right to Work
policies, not just because Michigan has made Right to Work a law, but because Genet-
ski was addressing a predominantly business audience made up of the same circles of
people who have been pushing for Right to Work policies for years.

The people who are active members of the Econ Club of Grand Rapids are also some of

the same people who are involved in the West Michigan Policy Forum, which has made
Right to Work a priority since its founding in 2008.
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However, despite Michigan becoming the 24th State to adopt Right to Work Laws, the
Econ Club and its members are not content and want to push even further to implement
more business-friendly neoliberal economic policies.

This was evident even in the comments by Dick DeVos, who introduced the guest
speaker today. DeVos said that it was an “Historic moment when Michigan enacted
the Right to Work law and what Michigan did was more expansive than what Indi-
ana and other recent Right to Work states have done.”

DeVos also made it a point to say that “union bosses” will be working hard to renew
contracts in the state, since the Right to Work law made it so existing contracts will ex-
pire this year. DeVos showed his anti-union bias in the opening remarks and made it
clear that the agenda of the Econ Club of Grand Rapids was to continue to work to-
wards changing state policy that will be beneficial for the capitalist class.

Genetski’s presentation was very similar to the one he gave at the West Michigan Policy
Forum in September in Grand Rapids. He chose to call Right to Work policies Freedom
to Work, because his whole mantra was that the greater economic freedom individuals
have, the more prosperous individuals and nations will be.

Genetski didn’t provide much evidence for his position and even stated early on that the
kind of free market economy he advocated for is what God wanted for all of us, so we
can all be prosperous. Such a statement no doubt played well to the West Michigan
business community.

The speaker looked at Right to Work policies across the country and offered up compar-
isons between states with those policies and those without and where they were eco-
nomically. Not surprising Genetski believes that those states with Right to Work laws
and more business-friendly tax policies had better economies. Genetski also made it
clear that the other factor, which determined economic prosperity, was states that had
lower numbers of union members in their workforce.

Michigan, Genetski believes, will be able to turn things around economically when union
power is weakened and tax policies will be redone. He blamed the economic problems
in Michigan on bad tax policies and union control, but said that under Gov. Snyder
things are changing.

Genetski also said he was disturbed by the proposed tax hike for road repair, which he
says would raise the state tax rate 17% above the national average. “The state should
take the money from other areas instead of new taxes,” which is code for cut spending
on social programs and state worker salaries.

Genetski is nothing more than a pundit for the business class and even argues for

the privatization of Social Security. None of this should be surprising, since Genetski is
an “expert” with the Heartland Institute, 2 Right Wing Think Tank that is heavily funded
by the Koch brothers and promotes the idea that global warming is a hoax.
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It is paramount that people who care about economic justice and the future of Michigan,
not only understand the deep commitment that the business class has to the acquisition
of greater wealth, but factor this understanding into to their strategies for fighting

back that go well beyond electoral politics.

When Dick DeVos says he wants to do something about public educa-
tion it should scare the shit out of us

https://griid.org/2013/02/06/when-dick-devos-says-he-wants-to-do-something-about-

public-education-it-should-scare-the-shit-out-of-us/

Yesterday, WOOD TV8 ran a story that began with the display of drawings of what the
new entertainment facility at the BOB in downtown Grand Rapids will look like.

The story quickly turned into cheerleading for the group that worked on getting public
funding for the BOB’s expansion, Grand Action. Grand Action was formed in 1991 and
has made it their stated goal to develop the downtown of Grand Rapids.

This development has included the arena, the convention center, the civic theater, med-
ical mile and more recently the downtown “market.” What the channel 8 story does not
mention, and what local news people generally fail to report on, are the tactics in which
Grand Action has used over the years and who are the primary beneficiaries of their
projects.

One tactic that Grand Action has used over the years is to use public funding on these
projects, without public input. We reported on the millions of public dollars that has been
obtained by Grand Action in the course of the acquisition of the property and the con-
struction of the new downtown market.

When it comes to beneficiaries of these downtown projects, all one has to do is look at
who owns the hotels, bars, parking areas and other venues that have made a great deal
of money due to the Grand Action projects. The DeVos family has certainly expanded
their empire, especially with their near monopoly of the hotel business, but others busi-
nesses have also benefited tremendously. Not surprising, some of these other business
owners are also involved with Grand Action, which is just another reflection of the inter-

locking systems of power in Grand Rapids.

DeVos and Public Education
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The other aspect of the WOOD TV8 story, which was very instructive, was the commen-
tary by Dick DeVos about public education in Grand Rapids. DeVos is quoted as
saying, “They have been failing miserably, frankly, and it has got to change. Im
encouraged by new leadership, but we need action.”

Anyone hearing or reading such a statement who hasn’t bought the propaganda of the

DeVos family, would either be rolling on the ground in laughter or fuming with rage. The
fact that the channel 8 reporter doesn’t ask a follow up question to such a statement is

also telling.

It is no secret that Dick and Betsy DeVos have not only given millions of dollars to fund
private schools, but they have provided an equal amount of dollars to undermine public
education by funding school voucher schemes and charter schools.

In 2002, Dick DeVos gave a speech to the conservative think tank, the Heritage Founda-
tion. In that speech DeVos lays out a strategy for attacking and undermining public edu-
cation. Here is the text of that speech:

“Where’s the battle going to be fought, for the future? In my view it will be, and at this
point it needs to be, fought at the state level-utilizing vehicles such as GLEP and others
nationally but ideally these organizations must be constructed locally. They need to be
constructed with individuals such as the staff we had in Michigan, who were intelligent
and connected with the local grassroots politics of what was going on, that had the rela-
tionships, the insights, and the political sensitivity to know what was happening.

And so while those of us on the national level can give support, we need to encourage

the development of these organizations on a state-by-state basis, in order to be able to
offer a political consequence, for opposition, and political reward, for support of, educa-
tion reform issues.

That has got to be the battle. It will not be as visible. And, in fact, to the extent that we
on the right, those of us on the conservative side of the aisle, appropriate education
choice as our idea, we need to be a little bit cautious about doing that, because we have
here an issue that cuts in a very interesting way across our community and can cut,
properly communicated, properly constructed, can cut across a lot of historic bound-
aries, be they partisan, ethnic, or otherwise.

And so we've got a wonderful issue that can work for Americans. But to the extent that it
is appropriated or viewed as only a conservative idea it will risk not getting a clear and a
fair hearing in the court of public opinion. So we do need to be cautious about that.

We need to be cautious about talking too much about these activities. Many of the activ-
ities and the political work that needs to go on will go on at the grass roots. It will go on
quietly and it will go on in the form that often politics is done — one person at a time,
speaking to another person in privacy. And so these issues will not be, maybe, as visible
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or as noteworthy, but they will set a framework within states for the possibility of action
on education reform issues.”

Lastly, it is important to note that in the channel 8 story DeVos says he is “encouraged”
by the new leadership at the GRPS. Indeed, there have been several superintendents
that have been willing to push a neoliberal agenda for the Grand Rapids Public Schools
for over a decade.

This neoliberal agenda has resulted in several rounds of school consolidation, the elimi-
nation of some important programs, privatizing the busing system, attacking the teach-
ers union and drastically downsizing staff. It is no wonder that DeVos would be “encour-
aged” by such actions, since it fits in well with his own plans.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

Grand Rapids DDA plan to give DeVos owned RDV Corp $317,000 tax
abatement to redevelop Morton House put on hold

https://griid.org/2013/02/13/grand-rapids-dda-plan-to-give-devos-owned-rdv-
corp-317000-tax-abatement-to-redevelop-morton-house-put-on-hold/

At this morning’s Downtown Development Authority (DDA) meeting, the members of the
committee were scheduled to approve the recommendation that the DeVos/Rockford
Construction redevelopment project of the old Morton House move forward.

| talked with DDA member Jim Talen who didn’t know why the RDV Corp redevelopment
proposal was pulled from the agenda and City Staffer Eric Pratt said he couldn’t say
why it was no longer on the agenda. When asked about if the matter would be on next
month’s DDA agenda, Pratt said he didn’t know and that it might depend on Rockford
Construction, which released a statement today, which we could not find on their web-
site or online anywhere.

The Morton House used to provide housing for low-income residents in a federally sub-
sidized program that served roughly 200 people for several decades.

The DDA staff recommendation was to offer the RDV Corp a 10-year tax abatement un-
der what is know as OPRE, Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption. Under such a
plan, RDV Corp would not have to pay the estimated $31,700 property taxes per year or
$317,000 over ten years.
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The RDV Corp proposal is to redevelop the property to create what they referred to as
100 “market value residential units.” The reduction from 200 previous units would sug-
gest that the housing units would be much bigger and target urban professionals. In-
deed, the DDA estimates that said resident in the new RDV Corp facility would spend $2
million in the downtown area.

On this matter the DDA document states:

The addition of 100 new market-rate residential units on Monroe Center will infuse ap-
proximately $2 M in annual consumer spending potential into the core of Downtown,
which will grow the demand side of retail feasibility, again consistent with the goals
Framework Plan.

Such comments reflect the trickle down theory of economics, that as long as people are
spending money, some of it will trickle down to the rest of the community. However, we
know that such notions don’t actually work and what is really happening in this case, the
DeVos/Rockford Construction project to redevelop the old Morton House, is that the
spending will benefit the downtown business owners, which is a small group of people,
many of which have close ties to the DeVos family businesses — hotels, restaurant/bar,
sports teams and of course ArtPrize.

Free Market for everyone else, not for us

Equally important in this story is the fact that despite the DeVos family commitment to
the idea of the “free market,” they don’t often practice it themselves. Why would a cor-
poration that promotes business solutions to social problems, meaning everyone should
be an entrepreneur, accept massive tax subsidies from the City of Grand Rapids, when
they in principle don’t want the government to interfere with the “free market?”

The truth is that the DeVos owned businesses have always welcomed massive tax
breaks and subsidies for their business ventures, thus welcoming the Nanny state when
it benefits them. When can working class people take advantage of the same kinds of
tax breaks and subsidies for their contributions to society?

Some might argue that working class people already have “entitlements” in the form of
Social Security and Medicaid, but those pale in comparison to corporate subsidies. In
addition, the social benefits such as social security and Medicaid are constantly under
attack by reactionary Think Tanks like the Mackinac Center for Public Policy and

the Heritage Foundation, both of which have been recipients of DeVos funding.

The reality is that the free market is really something that the likes of DeVos want im-
posed on the general public, but not themselves. If most major corporations did not
benefit from tax breaks, government subsidies and taxpayer funded services such as

roads, most of them wouldn’t last in the real free market.
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Your Wealth is Causing My Poverty: Grand Rapids Poverty numbers
up, but we still love all the shiny new development

numbers -up- but -we-still-love-all-the-shiny-new-development/

On Friday, MLive posted a story based on new data from the U.S. Census Bureau.

The article states early on, “Statewide, more than one out of every six people are
living in poverty, a 17 percent increase from the previous 5-year period.” In Grand
Rapids, the data shows that 26.7% of the population is experiencing poverty accord-
ing to the 2014 data, which is up from 21.9% from 2009.

The article also states that medium income levels in Grand Rapids fell by 8 percent over
the last 5 years.

How is this so? | mean, don’t we always hear about how Grand Rapids is the best place
to raise a family and how the economy here is doing so great? There is not a week that
goes by where there is a new story about a new “development project” and that there a
housing boom in Grand Rapids. Even the headline from the MLive article says, Mi-
chigan’s poverty rate soars as income drops even in economic rebound, census
shows.

Even in the economic rebound. However, the question we must always ask ourselves
when such seemly contradictory claims are made is, WHO is benefiting from the eco-
nomic rebound and WHO are the growing number of people experiencing poverty?

These are questions that the MLive story do not ask. In fact, the people they do cite in
the story are from the Chamber of Commerce, a state demographer and someone from
the Michigan League for Public Policy. Each of the three people who were cited do not
shed light on why poverty is increasing across the state, nor who it is disproportionately
impacting.

More Than Statistics

The MLive story does link to federal standards for income levels that categorize who
lives in poverty. These numbers are inadequate however, since poverty is about so
much more than income.

For those who experience poverty, income is just one indicator for quality of life. But lets
be real, the income levels for poverty are also pretty ridiculous and it is clear that those
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who determine such numbers have never experienced poverty themselves. Does any-
one really believe that if you earn just over $11,770 a year you can survive? Rental
costs keep going up, as do food costs, transportation and health care. Increasingly,
people have to make choices between eating and heating, or eating and transportation.
In other words, for those who live in poverty, it is a constant battle with limited options
one has.

Then there is the experience of those in poverty with the charity services sector. People
are often scrutinized by the social service system and made to feel shame about expe-
riencing poverty. This speaks to the emotional and psychological toll of living in poverty,
which underscores the point that it is so much more than just income levels.

Poverty and Race

Another failure of the MLive article is the lack of investigation into whom this increase of
poverty in the state and in Grand Rapids is affecting. Statistically we know that commu-
nities of color, immigrants, refugees, people with disabilities and LGBTQ youth experi-
ence higher levels of poverty than do those who hold all kinds of social and economic
privilege.

Some of the most recent data from Kids Count, shows that the percentage of children in
Michigan experiencing poverty in 2014 was 23% for the entire population. For White
children the percentage experiencing poverty is 16%, while African American children
experiencing poverty is 47% and 32% for Latino/a children. The astronomically higher
numbers of poverty for communities should be a clear indicator that poverty is dispro-
portionately a result of institutionalized racism and White Supremacy.

Wealth and Comfort for some means poverty for others

Back to the question of how can poverty be increasing during an “economic rebound.”
First, it is important to point out that phrases like economic rebound or economic growth
are misleading. Such terms distract us from the harsh reality of economic systems, par-
ticularly the current system of Neoliberal Capitalism.

NeoLiberal Capitalism is based on the notion that some will benefit at the expense of
others. In September, the latest Forbes Richest people for 2015 has the Meijer brothers
list at 58th richest in the world at $7.9 Billion and Richard DeVos at 84th on the list with
$5.7 Billion. The combined wealth of these two families and that of a few others in West
Michigan is greater than the combined wealth of everyone else living in this area.

However, those who have accumulated tremendous wealth aren’t the only ones con-
tributing to the increase of those living in poverty in Grand Rapids. There is another
class of people who are aspiring to accumulate more wealth, those who have six-figure
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salaries or more who also contribute to poverty creation. This is a professional and en-
trepreneurial class of people who embrace the system of Neoliberal Capitalism. We
hear about these people all the time as well, since they are the ones starting new busi-
nesses, sitting on local boards or participating in some new philanthropic venture.
These are the 40 Under 40 crowd who not only are benefiting from the poverty of oth-
ers, but act as a buffer for the super wealthy, since they perpetuate the notion that we
just need to come up with creative ways to help those in poverty. This class of people
are the executive directors of agencies that convince those in poverty that they just
need more opportunities to achieve success. Don’t question the economic system or the
structural causes of poverty, just get people to pull themselves up by their bootstraps or
get your friends to spend more of their money that will benefit the creative class, who
will donate a portion of their business earnings to charitable programs that helps us all
feel good and divert us from having to think about the systemic causes of poverty.

rank as the 118ih Wgalthiest
hillionairesin thg

Total Wealth for 2015: @A Total Wealth for2015: @A
$10.7 Billion $5.7 Billion

Up from $8 Billion in 2014 Up from $5.5 Billion in 2014
according to Forhes. according to Forbes.

meijer Amway

According to the 2015 Kids Count in Michigan Data Book:
Over half a million children in the state lived in
families with income below the poverty line.

Fuck the Rich No War But Class War

It is impossible to have justice and equity as long as the DeVos family
has power



https://griid.org/2016/02/04/it-is-impossible-to-have-justice-and-equity-as-long-as-the-
devos-family-has-power/

We have written a few articles recently about the kind of political, economic and cultural
influence the DeVos family has in West Michigan.

In September we posted an Indy Media Guide to ArtPrize, which looks at the deeper
function of the annual spectacle in Grand Rapids. On October 1, we looked at the rela-

tionship of Rick DeVos to the same political forces that his parents and grandparents have.

On October 28, we provided a detailed look at how the DeVos family influences state leg-
islation, by grossly outspending everyone to buy politicians that will support their reac-
tionary policies. On January 5, our post critiqued MLive’s weak reporting on DeVos fami-
ly foundation donations and made it clear that they only contribute with clear political ob-
jectives. These are only the most recent posts that look at the political power the DeVos
family wields in Grand Rapids and across the state.

The power this one family has is astounding and there is no evidence that this will
change anytime soon. If one looks at the most recent campaign finance data

from OpenSecrets.org for the 49503 zip code, you can see that the largest donors based
on the maximum amount one can donate each time are members of the DeVos family.
In fact, of the top 200 donations from the 49503 zip code, 199 of those are from a
member of the DeVos family. The only non-DeVos contributor in the top 200 donations
was Hank Meijer. This means that the DeVos family has contributed hundreds of thou-
sands for the 2016 election cycle and will likely exceed a million dollars before the No-
vember election.

Collectively the DeVos family donates to entities like the Republican Party of Michigan,
Jeb Bush’s Right to Rise PAC, the Upper Hand Fund and various state and Congres-
sional candidates. A great deal of these funds are going to key races and candidates
that the DeVos family plans to use to continue to push through legislation that meets
their agenda. Rumors are already swirling that getting school voucher legislation passed
will be a a focus for 2016.

But effecting legislation is just the tip of the iceberg for the DeVos family. They use their
tax havens, known as foundations, to influence economic, social and cultural outcomes
in West Michigan. In addition, they sit on various boards and are apart of numerous en-
tities (Grand Action, West MI Policy Forum, Right Place Inc.) that also use their power to
push for things like the transfer of public money to private projects, with a recent exam-
ple being the Downtown Market.
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Collectively the DeVos family is worth around $10 billion. Ten Billion. Imagine what that
amount of money could be used for in Grand Rapids. We could probably eliminate
homelessness, hunger and poverty. Everyone could own their own home and not have
any debt. Health care expenses could be taken care of and people would not have to
agonize over weather or not to pay the heating bill or buy groceries this month. In other
words, their wealth could be used to end a great deal of suffering......... but that is not
what they plan to do with it.

The point to all of this is not to single out the DeVos family, they are merely a local ex-
ample of how the current economic and political systems function and who they really
serve. Living in an economic system of Neoliberal capitalism means that there will be a
small percentage of people who have a disgusting amount of wealth, while the masses
live on the edge. Families like the DeVos'’s didn’t become wealthy by their own efforts,
rather through exploitation of workers, the environment and the use of a political system
to redirect public money and pass policies that benefit their bottom line.

Which brings us to the title of this posting. Do you really think that there can be justice
and equity as long as the economic system of neoliberal capitalism and the neo-fascist
political system ( as embodied by families like the DeVos’s) are allowed to exist?

Movements for social justice and revolutionary transformation have always had to come
to terms with the function of systems of oppression and power. As the great abolitionist
Frederick Douglass said, “Power concedes nothing without a demand.” Slavery in
the US was not ended because plantation owners one day decided to let blacks go free
or because someone reasoned with them. Slavery was ended because slaves rose up
and won their freedom, often by killing the slave master and burning the plantation.

Workers in the US did not win an 8 hour work day, better wages, benefits, workers com-
pensation, the end of child labor, etc., because bosses gave these things to workers.
Workers had to organize, fight, risk arrest, risk being beaten, jailed or even killed in or-
der to win even marginal labor rights.

The revolutionary uprisings by communities of color from the 1950s til today are what
brought about any substantive change for those communities. The political and eco-
nomic system gave them nothing, they had to fight, organize, go to jail, risk being
lynched, fired from their jobs, evicted from their homes or end up being murdered in or-
der to make the gains they have made. None of it was a gift.

| know there are those who say that we should focus on what we can do for ourselves,
what kind of justice we can create for ourselves and not worry about the power and in-
fluence of these systems of power and oppression that are embodied by the DeVos
family. | agree that we need to always be figuring out what kind of world we want to live
and and what it will look like. | agree, that we need to create justice in our homes, our
neighborhoods and in our lives. We can do the work of building community gardens,



worker run operations and housing collectives. We can make our homes places of hos-
pitality for those with no place to live and spaces where patriarchy, white supremacy,
ablism and exploitation are not tolerated.

BUT. We cannot ignore that there are forces who need injustice, inequity and exploita-
tion to maintain their power and privilege over others. Do you really think it is possible to
work for a transformative society and not challenge the systems of oppression and
power symbolized locally by the DeVos family? We have to do both, because power
concedes NOTHING without a demand.

Itis pretty hilarious that
A people actually helieve
Grand Rapids would he
lostifitwasn'tforus. |

Thoughts on the reactions to the DeVos Family Power article

https://griid.org/2016/02/08/thoughts-on-the-reactions-to-the-devos-family-power-article/



https://griid.org/2016/02/08/thoughts-on-the-reactions-to-the-devos-family-power-article/

Last Thursday, | posted an article headlined, “it is impossible to have justice and equity
as long as the DeVos family has power.”

The article got about 3,000 hits over the past 4 days on the GRIID site, plus an addi-
tional 60 shares on Facebook. There were a variety of reactions, which are worth dis-
cussing here, since they reveal some interesting aspects of our current political climate.

Hate mail and irrational outrage

As | have come to expect with any posting that exposes or challenges our understand-
ing of power, especially in West Michigan, there were responses where people made
threats or wrote rants that were often difficult to follow. Often these sorts of responses
use derogatory name calling as part of the rant and sometimes suggest that if | don’t
like it here | should move to North Korea. This is a curious response, since | never said
that | didn’t like it here and | fail to see how they equate my critique with a desire to go
to North Korea. Regardless of the lack of logic, what the hate-driven responses usually
want, is to draw you into an endless argument that leads no where, sort of like the
MLive comment section, which should be avoided at all cost.

Strategic Annoyance

A second kind of response takes the form of trying to deceive you by creating what ap-
pear to be bogus blogs that hyperlink to the GRIID site. | have received dozens of such
notifications where a GRIID article is hyperlinked on another blog and all of these hyper-
links have to do with something specific to one of the members of the DeVos family, par-
ticularly the information we have about the various DeVos family foundations. What is
curious about these blogs is that they all celebrate the benevolence of the DeVos family,
which is interesting, since the hyper links from the GRIID site have a very critical analy-
sis of those family foundations. | find it hard to believe that there are dozens of blogs out
there with writers waxing eloquently about the wonders of the DeVos family. Instead, it
seems like this is a tactic that is used by media & PR people who work with or support
the DeVos family to annoy anyone who questions their politics. Thankfully, one can
avoid approving the hyperlinks by having their wordpress settings reflect pre-approval.

Internalizing the dominant narrative

A third reaction is somewhat disturbing, but not surprising, considering the role that
commercial news media and other institutions play in determining the dominant narra-
tive about powerful families like the DeVos’s. As we have been documenting for over the
past 20 years, West Michigan news media presents the DeVos family as being pillars of
the community, generous philanthropists and even the main reason for reviving the
downtown of Grand Rapids.
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One common retort is, “where would Grand Rapids be without their generosity?” Such a
response is understandable, since this is how commercial media presents the DeVos
family, but such a reaction is based on a faulty and simplistic narrative. There is rarely
any mention of how much public money the DeVos family is able to utilize for their many
endeavors — ArtPrize, the Downtown Market, the Arena, etc.; no critique of the function
of the funds they use for social engineering through their tax havens, known as founda-
tions; and there is even less coverage of the political funding they engage in that does
concrete harm to working class families. the LGBTQ community, public education and

secular society in general.

However, what is more disturbing than the mimicking of this dominant narrative by a
broad range of people is when working class people, even people who are struggling,
internalize the dominant narrative. What is equally important is that many of these work-
ing class people who defend the DeVos family also identify as liberals. I’'m not suggest-
ing that liberals can’t or shouldn’t internalize the dominant narrative about people with
power, instead | merely want to point out that liberals often embrace the dominant narra-
tive as zealously as those who identify as conservative, despite the fact that such sup-
port negatively impacts their own well being.

Liberals with Power & Wealth?

A fourth, and final response, also comes from progressives who really like it when we
post articles that are critical of the DeVos family. Often, the commentary that follows the
liking or sharing of such postings make it clear that their distain for the DeVos family is
based on their own partisan bias. This is instructive for two reasons. First, when we post
critiques directed at the DeVos family we make it clear that the issue is not the conserv-
ative nature of their politics or their devotion to the GOP, the critique is directed at the
nature of power their wield.

The second reason such responses are instructive is that it reveals the fact that these
progressives have no real problem with individuals, families or institutions wielding the
kind of power that the DeVos family does, as long as it fits their worldview. So rarely
have | come across people who roundly condemn the DeVos family political influence
and then apply the same condemnations to people like George Soros or any number of
the liberal billionaires like Bill Gates or more recently Mark Zuckerberg. This kind of
thinking is dangerous because it means progressives don’t question how “rich liberals”
acquired their wealth and more importantly, it means that they ultimately don’t question
systems of power and oppression like capitalism, white supremacy and Imperialism,
which equally important to rich liberals and rich conservatives alike.

Such contradictions can clearly be seen currently in the push by liberals and progres-
sives to encourage and often shame others into voting for candidates like Hillary Clinton
and Bernie Sanders. Advocating for Democrats at the federal level often results in hav-
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ing millions of people spend lots of time and donating hundreds of millions of dollars to
support a corrupt and undemocratic political process that will not fundamentally chal-
lenge the kind of power exemplified by the DeVos family. In fact, all this energy and
money often results in fortifying the very systems of power and privilege that Rich, Dick,
Betsy and the rest of the DeVos clan are constantly fighting to maintain.

The narrative of Grand Rapids is one of White Supremacy: Sponsored
by Start Garden

https://griid.org/2016/03/02/the-narrative-of-grand-rapids-is-one-of-white-supremacy-

paid-for-by-start-garden/

It is common place to see sponsored messages show up in your Facebook feed. Peo-
ple, most often with economic privilege, will pay to spread their message beyond their
friend-base.

The other day | saw a sponsored message from the local venture capitalism entity start-
ed by Rick DeVos, Start Garden. The sponsored message, shown here, was a posting
from the tech-business, SalesPad.

The sponsored message was a blog posting from SalesPad entitled, 5 Reasons to Move

or Expand Your Business in Grand Rapids. Michigan. Let’'s take a look at the 5 reasons
and see what kind of narrative they have created about Grand Rapids.

1. Constant Growth

The narrative begins with a focus on growth, specifically economic growth, by saying,
“Grand Rapids is the ninth “fastest growing economy in the US.” The source for such a
claim is an MLive story from January of 2015 based on a report from the Brookings Insti-
tute. The narrative from both MLive and SalesPad never defines growth, but more im-
portantly they never ask the question of “growth for whom?”

While Grand Rapids is booming for some sectors, it also means that a significant por-
tion of the population here still living in poverty. Based on recent US Census data, near-
ly 30% of the population of Grand Rapids is living in poverty. Those disproportionately
impacted by the poverty are communities of color.

The Wall Street Journal in October of last year ran an article that looked at the 10 worst
US cities for Black Americans and Grand Rapids was number 5. The data they cite
looks at employment, unemployment, median household income and the increased risk
of going to jail.
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Another article that shows that the “growth” in Grand Rapids does not benefit Black
people comes from Forbes magazine, which stated that of the 52 largest cities in the
US, Grand Rapids is the second worst for Blacks.

When people talk about the economy being a growth economy, one should always ask
for whom.

2. Nickname: Beer City

Breweries are not much of a selling point if you are experiencing poverty. Oh, it would

also be good to ask if any of the “over 40 breweries- that’s a craft beer” are owned by
people of color.

3. Entertainment

The narrative lists ArtPrize, Meijer Gardens and Founders Brewing Company’s
Founders Fest as the list of entertainment sources which makes Grand Rapids such a
good place to start a business. I've written plenty on what is problematic about
ArtPrize and the other 2 entertainment sources given just continues a narrative that re-
ally speaks to the young, white professional class and not to working class families.

4. Convenient Business-ing
This reason is essentially a promo for the Gerald R. Ford Airport.
5. Old meets New

Reason number 5 is in many ways the most instructive in terms of how we understand
the narrative that SalesPad has created. The narrative states:

The first trading post was put up in 1826 by a man named Louis Campau, who later
bought what is now Grand Rapids for just $90. Today, buildings are being renovated,
houses and apartment communities are being built and the culture appears to be thriv-

ing.

What is instructive is the use of Louis Campau as an example of entrepreneurship.
Campau was indeed a businessman and a shrewd one at that. His presence along the
Grand River in the 1820s was the direct result of settler colonialism, where Europeans
were entering tribal territory with the goal of taking it over. Campau was just part of the
first wave of settler colonists to occupy land which was inhabited by the Anishinaabe. To
say that Campau bought Grand Rapids for $90 only perpetuate a narrative of settler
colonialism and ignores the narrative of the native communities that lived in the area
now known as Grand Rapids in relative peace before Europeans invaded.
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Reason number five also acts as a meta-narrative for the first four reasons, since it
seeks to legitimize why people should start or bring businesses to Grand Rapids. In
many ways, the 5 reasons should be seen as a White Supremacist and Neo-Liberal
Capitalist narrative, which is exactly why it was fitting that Start Garden paid for the
sponsored message that featured the narrative about Grand Rapids from SalesPad.

Richard DeVos has another school named after him because he gave
them millions

https://griid.org/2016/05/19/richard-devos-has-another-school-named-after-him-be-
cause-he-gave-them-millions/

Last week, Northwood University dedicated a new school of management. Not surpris-
ing, it was named after Amway co-founder, Richard DeVos.

Richard DeVos has donated millions to Northwood University over the years through the
Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation. In fact, the private school, which is dedicated to
“developing the future leaders of a global, free-enterprise society,” also has other DeVos
connections.

Dan DeVos graduated from Northwood with a BA in 1980 and since 1997 is on the
Northwood Board of Trustees. The university gives out an Outstanding Business Leader
award every year, since Northwood, “firmly believes that American business leaders de-
serve the highest forms of personal recognition for their contributions to this great nation
and the world.” Richard DeVos won the award in 1983, Dan DeVos in 2007 and Dick
DeVos won it in 2014.

The second generation of DeVos family members have also contributed to Northwood
through their family foundations. According to the most recent 990s that are available on
Guidestar, the Dan and Marie DeVos Foundation gave $1,312,500 in both 2013 and
2012. The Dick and Betsy DeVos Foundation contributed $200,000 in both 2013 and
2012.

The DeVos Family’s commitment to Northwood University comes as no surprise, espe-
cially when considering what the university claims as its core values. The school’s web-
site proudly displays the values as follows:

We believe in:


https://griid.org/2016/05/19/richard-devos-has-another-school-named-after-him-because-he-gave-them-millions/
https://griid.org/2016/05/19/richard-devos-has-another-school-named-after-him-because-he-gave-them-millions/
http://www.northwood.edu/about/index.aspx
http://www.northwood.edu/about/index.aspx

the advantages of an entrepreneurial, free-enterprise society.

individual freedom and individual responsibility.

functioning from a foundation of ethics and integrity.

promoting and leveraging the global, diverse and multi-cultural nature of enter-
prise.

Translated, what these values mean is that Northwood University, like the DeVos family,
believes that capitalism should dictate how society functions, that government should
get out of the way of “the market” (except when they need tax breaks, subsidies or want
to privatize more of the public sector) and that freedom and responsibility really means
our class has freedom and everyone else but us needs to be responsible. The notion
that the DeVos family is ethical would make most reasonable people fall out of their
chairs laughing, and “promoting and leveraging the global, diverse and multi-cultural na-
ture of enterprise” just means that they welcome all cultures and races to be part of the
capitalist system.

The dedication to the school named after Richard DeVos was reported on MLive last
week, where the commercial media entity played their normal role of being nothing more
than a cheerleader for the DeVos family.

Is Grand Rapids really better off with the likes of DeVos?

https://griid.org/2016/06/09/is-grand-rapids-really-better-off-with-the-likes-of-devos/

Over the years | have observed that when GRIID posts articles critical of the local power
structure, particularly about the DeVos family, people give some of the most interesting
responses.

The dominate response goes something like this; “Where would Grand Rapids be with-
out the generosity of the DeVos family?” It is an interesting question. Where indeed
would Grand Rapids be without the DeVos family or any other members of the local

power structure?

So here are our top reasons why we disagree with the idea that Grand Rapids is bet-
ter off with the likes of DeVos, Seechia, Jandernoa, Kennedy, Meijer, etc.

These families and individuals promote and fund a tremendous amount of hate. For
decades, many of the families and individuals that make up the local power structure
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have promoted and funded hate. Maybe the most obvious has been the anti-LGBT ef-
forts led by the DeVos and Prince families. They have funded hate to support ballot ini-
tiatives, to block ballot initiatives and to fund organizations committed to spiritual vio-
lence and the social oppression of those who identify as gay, Lesbian, bisexual and
transgender. Listen to the anti-LGBT message from Richard DeVos.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

2. The local power structure does harm locally because they are the primary beneficia-
ries of neo-liberal economic policies. Let’s be clear, the local elite are primarily interest-
ed in their own well being. They have made massive amounts of money through ex-
ploitation and have used the legislative process to divert public funds, taxpayer money,
for subsidies and for funding their own pet projects. The families and individuals that
make up the Grand Rapids power structure has made billions of dollars off the backs of
other people. We can stop with the nonsense about them being job creators or wealth
creators. Wealth is actually created by those who do the work, not those who collect the
profits.

These same families and individuals also manipulate the political system to increase their

wealth and to divert more public money to support their interests. This is why they con-
tribute significantly to political campaigns and participate in groups like the West Mi-

chigan Policy Forum, the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce and The Right Place
inc.

3. The local power structure was instrumental in making Michigan a Right to Work state.
The West Michigan Policy Forum made it a goal from the organization’s inception, to
attack unions and workers by making Michigan a Right to Work state. Such an attack on
working class individuals and families demonstrates their disregard for people who are
not part of the ownership class. The individuals and families who are power of the local
power structure have a long history of engaging in anti-worker and anti-union activities,
as is evidenced by their funding of neo-liberal capitalist entities such as the American
Enterprise Institute, The Heritage Foundation, The Mackinac Center for Public Policy,
the Acton Institute and the Competitive Enterprise Institute.

4. Grand Rapids would have a stronger public school system if many of the local elites
would stop funding campaigns to undermine public education. Dick and Betsy DeVos
have been some of the national leaders behind policies to undermine public education.

Researcher Rachel Tabachnick identifies Betsy DeVos as the Four Star General of the
School Privatization Movement, in an article she wrote for the Political Research As-
sociates. The article states:
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Rob Boston of Americans United for Separation of Church and State described Betsy
DeVos as the “four-star general” of the school privatization movement shortly after De-
Vos announced the formation of the “new” American Federation for Children (AFC) in
March 2010. As Boston noted, the American Federation for Children was not new, but a
rebranding of an organization called Advocates for School Choice.

The American Federation for Children is now the umbrella organization for two nonprof-
its that have been at the center of the pro-privatization movement for over a decade. In
addition to the renamed Advocates for School Choice, it includes the Alliance for School
Choice, formerly known as the Education Reform Council. Both entities received exten-
sive funding from the late John Walton, one of the Wal-Mart heirs. The boards of the two
related entities included movement leaders Betsy DeVos—scion of a Christian Right fam-
ily who married into the Amway home goods fortune—William Oberndorf, Clint Bolick,
John Kirtley, Steve Friess (son of Foster Friess), James Leininger, John Walton, and
Cory Booker.

These two nonprofits—Alliance for School Choice, a 501(c)(3) and Advocates for School
Choice a.k.a. American Federation for Children, a 501(c)(4)— provided over $17 million
in grants to 35 other national and state-level pro-privatization nonprofits from 2006 to
2010. These grants represented a significant portion of the total budgets for many of the
state organizations. Today Betsy DeVos and John Kirtley are the chair and vice chair of
both boards.

5. Don't the Grand Rapids political and economic elites donate to local causes? These
families and individuals do provide money from their foundations to some local organi-
zations. However, the tend to only fund groups that do not conflict with their politics and
it gives the illusion that they are great philanthropists. The reality is much different.
Foundations are a tax haven for the rich, it acts as a propaganda tool to divert public
attention from focusing on how they acquired the massive amounts of wealth they have
and the philanthropic contributions are another way of participating in social manage-
ment. (see The Revolution Will Not Be Funded.)

In addition, the amount of of money donated by these wealthy individuals and families
pales in comparison to the amount of money they give to organizations and candidates.
On top of that, the groups and candidates they fund promote policies that actually con-
tribute to the root causes of social problems, like poverty, that some of the non-profits
groups who are recipients of their foundation money are claiming to combat.

6. Haven't these wealthy families been part of reviving downtown Grand Rapids? If one
thinks about the building of the arena, the convention center, the downtown market and
other major construction projects over the years, rich people often are given credit for
their creation. However, in every single project there have been massive amounts of



public money, federal, state and local money that has also made these projects a reality,
often without public consent. Also, the “revival” of downtown Grand Rapids has also
been driven by the fact that the economic elite will also make tremendous profits, since
so many of them owned so much property downtown — hotels, office spaces, restau-
rants, etc. The revival of downtown Grand Rapids and its ongoing gentrification ulti-
mately serves the interests of the local power structure, a reality that can be seen with
the spectacle called ArtPrize.

7. Imagine what the combined wealth of the local power structure could do to alleviate
poverty in Grand Rapids? According to the Forbes list of wealthiest people on the planet
for 2016, Hank & Doug Meijer are worth $8.2 billion and Richard DeVos is worth $4.7
billion. With the combined wealth of these individuals, which is roughly $13 billion, imag-
ine what could happen if that wealth were in the hands of the most vulnerable people in
Grand Rapids. With $13 billion, which is only part of the total wealth of the rest of the
power structure, no one in Grand Rapids would be homeless, or go hungry, be malnour-
ished or be denied access to health care. With $13 billion dollars there would be afford-
able housing for everyone, free college tuition and funding for fighting climate change.

Lets us really imagine what this kind of funding could do for Grand Rapids. In fact, if we
had an economic system that was not based on making profits for the wealthy few, but
one that would radically alter how we lived in this community, imagine what we could do.

These are just some of the reasons why | don’t buy the idea that Grand Rapids is better
off with the likes of DeVos.
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Creating an anti-LGBTQ climate: The Orlando shooting and West Mi-
chigan connections

The tragedy and injustice of what took place in Orlando, Florida over the weekend is
almost too difficult to write about. What does one do in the face of such hate and vio-
lence?

The news media has already done tremendous harm in how they are framing the issue.

It's either about guns, the identity of the shooter or it is about the outpouring support
that is being demonstrated all across the country and the world.

What the news media is not doing is offering much substantive analysis of why this
happened, and more importantly, the historical context for this kind of repression against
a marginalized population. One of the best things | have seen so far is this amazing
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video, Familia: Trans Queer Liberation Movement, which gives critical voice to queer
and trans people of color. The video is also powerful, because it properly frames the Or-

lando shooting in an historical context.
Creating a homophobic, transphobic climate

As the voices in the Trans and Queer Liberation Movement make clear, this violence
has been going on for centuries and is properly named in the video as White Suprema-
cy. White Supremacy is too often ignored, downplayed or denied as a major factor in the
current level of violence and repression that communities of color face.

White Supremacy takes on many forms, such as an economic, legislative, religious and
cultural form. All of these dynamics play a role in creating, maintaining and normalizing
the violence and repression that so many people of color face. Add to this, queer and
trans people of color and the level of systemic and structural violence increases expo-
nentially.

For instance, many people in the case of the Orlando shooting, are grateful for the role
that law enforcement plays. However, what communities of color and what queer and
trans people of color have understood for a long time, is that the use of state violence is
a false solution.

This brings us to some of the larger context of what has been happening in Orlando and
throughout the state of Florida, in terms of creating a climate of hate against those who
identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer.

Let’s be clear that this kind of hate is happening everywhere, but for the purposes of the
article, let’s just focus on Florida.

The Southern Poverty Law Center’'s_Hate Map, identifies three main anti-LGBTQ groups
operating in Florida; the American College of Pediatricians, Liberty Counsel and Dr.
James Kennedy Ministries.

The American College of Pediatricians has only been around since 2002 and is essen-
tially a hate group that targets transgender youth.

The Liberty Counsel, which is based in Orlando, has been around since 1989 and plays
a more integral part of the religious rights ongoing war against the LGBTQ

community. The founder of Liberty Counsel, Matthew Staver, came from Jerry Falwell’'s
Liberty University. The organization works closely with other religious right groups, such
as Dr. James Dobson’s group, Focus on the Family, committed to blocking the rights of
the LGBTQ community.

Liberty Counsel is also the former home of Matt Barber, the viciously anti-gay pundit
who now runs a right-wing propaganda site, BarbWire. Matthew Staver, the organiza-


https://www.facebook.com/Familiatqlm/?pnref=story
http://incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/3696_toolkit-final.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
http://thinkprogress.org/lgbt/2016/03/22/3762261/pediatrician-hate-group/
http://thinkprogress.org/lgbt/2016/03/22/3762261/pediatrician-hate-group/
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/content/movers-behind-anti-lgbt-religious-liberty-movement
http://www.rightwingwatch.org/content/movers-behind-anti-lgbt-religious-liberty-movement

tion’s founder, once compared pro-equality Republicans and those who don’t share so-
cial conservatives’ priorities to cockroaches.

Recently, Staver’s wife, Anita, announced that she would start carrying her Glock
.45 into the bathroom in response to Target saying it would not discriminate
against transgender customers.

Liberty Counsel is an aggressively anti-gay organization, praising repressive anti-gay
legislation in other countries and arguing that it is immoral for the U.S. government to
encourage other countries to decriminalize homosexuality. Liberty Counsel also repre-
sents the rabidly anti-gay activist Scott Lively, who has campaigned against legal equali-
ty for LGBT people in the U.S. and around the globe.

The other major anti-LGBTQ entity in Florida, is Dr. James Kennedy Ministries, formerly
known as Truth in Action and Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church. Kennedy has been
dead since 2007, but he has been one of the most anti-LGBTQ pastors for decades.
Kennedy had organized a national conference for the religious rights for years called,
“Reclaiming America for Christ.”

One newsletter from D. James Kennedy’s Coral Ridge Ministries featured a photograph of
very young children under the headline “SEX WITH CHILDREN? HOMOSEXUALS SAY
YES!” The newsletter asserts “Adult sex with children has been a crucial component of
the homosexual movement all along, and officially since the 1993 March on Washington
when it was included as a demand (#55) in their famous manifesto.”

Over the years, Kennedy emphasized anti-gay rhetoric, particularly in his TV
ministry. He recommended as “essential” the virulent work of R.J. Rushdoony, who
believed practicing gays should be executed.

The West Michigan Connection

Considering the strong religious right presence in West Michigan, it should come as no
surprise that people like Richard DeVos have been a major donors to anti-LGBTQ
groups in Florida.

In 2008, the DeVos family was the largest contributor to the Florida4dMarriage group,
which put Amendment 2 on the ballot calling for marriage between only a man and a
woman. The Amendment passed in 2008 and outlawed same sex marriages in Florida
until that decision was overturned by the US Supreme Court decision last year.

In addition, the DeVos family owns the Orlando Magic basketball team, which has al-
lowed the arena to be used for Evangelical Christian Faith Nights. These Christian ral-
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lies have also provided a platform for anti-LGBTQ organizing in Orlando. (See Bad
Sports, by Dave Zirin)

Fore more than three decades, the Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation has donated
hundreds of thousands of dollars to Kennedy’s ministry on an annual basis. Although
the DeVos family no longer contributes to Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, the millions
of dollars they have donates over the years to anti-LGBTQ groups in Florida played a
significant role in creating a climate that legitimized and normalized violence and hate
directed at the LGBTQ community.

Start Garden and the appropriation of ecological discourse

https://griid.org/2016/06/23/start-garden-and-the-appropriation-of-ecological-discourse/

“The economy, as it is now, prescribes plunder of the landowners and abuse of the
land.” Wendell Berry

Three years ago we posted an article entitled Arrogance and the Creative Class in West
Michigan.

The article is a critique of the creative class in West Michigan, but it is also a response
to the appropriation of ecological language by local members of the creative class, re-

ferring to the how they are “tending the local economic rainforest.”

The use of ecological language is an important PR tool increasingly used by the capital-
ist class based on the notion that if you use green language or words like sustainability,
then people will think that what you are doing is somehow for the greater good.

However, author Heather Rogers, who points out the major flaws of green capitalism in
her book Green Gone Wrong, makes the following point:

“When a firm such as DuPont saves billions by reducing its energy footprint, it will funnel
much of that money right back into making more goods to sell to more clients. Staying
competitive demands production may go down, its scale of production will continue to
escalate.”

Start Garden’s Ecosystem
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Facebook has been featuring sponsored ads recently from Start Garden that seeks to
refer to the service they offer as a kind of ecosystem. These ideas are reflected in 2
short videos they produced entitled Ecosystem Part One and Two.

Both videos begin with the same introduction, with images of downtown Grand Rapids
and accompanied by a voice over stating, “A city deliberate about creating opportunities
for entrepreneurs, is committed to building an ecosystem.” Such a statement is followed
by the idea that social, intellectual and financial capital are what makes up this venture
capitalist ecosystem.

After the introduction to the Ecosystem video Part One, we are then introduced to three
business partners that utilize the physical space and resources of Start Garden. First,
we hear from a woman who works for the Cultural Intelligence Center. This organization
works with clients to help them be better prepared to “relate and work effectively in cul-
turally diverse situations.” This of course means they want to promote diversity and cul-
tural sensitivity. However, what good does this do for the staff of businesses, when the
businesses themselves are engaged in oppressive and unsustainable practices?

Looking at their client list, one can easily draw some conclusions about how practicing
cultural intelligence only benefits institutions by making them feel better about them-
selves while they pillage the planet. Here is just a sampling of their client list: the De-
partment of Defense (DOD) — how does cultural intelligence benefit the world when the
DOD engages in criminal acts on a daily basis around the globe; Coca Cola — another
entity that makes billions while extracting water resources around the globe and by sup-
porting the murder of labor organizers; Walmart, McDonalds, Starbucks, Shell, Amway,
Cargill and Bank of America. If this is what it means to be part of a Start Garden ecosys-
tem, then we are all in serious trouble.

Another person who speaks in Part One of the video is a guy who is with OXX. OXX is
the maker of a coffee machine that is marketed as being “The World’s Toughest Coffee
Maker.” More importantly, OXX is a subsidiary of the DeVos business consortium known
as The Windquest Group. So, maybe that is what Start Garden, owned by the DeVos
Family, means by an ecosystem, since they internally promote their own brands.

In the Start Garden video Ecosystem Part Two, viewers are introduced to Bruce Thomp-
son, President of Urbaneer. This video only features the work of Urbaneer, which has
the following statement of purpose on their website. “URBANEER's pre-fabricated com-
ponents, wall systems and multi-purpose furnishings allow for more efficient construc-
tion while reducing real estate costs and providing a better occupant experience. UR-
BANEER envisions a solution to affordable market-rate housing, aging-in-place, the
changing healthcare landscape and a range of other space challenges.”


https://vimeo.com/160640784
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Thompson founded Urbaneer with the CEO of Rockford Construction Mike VanGessel.
This makes complete sense when you look at the video images used in the Ecosystem
Part Two video, which features examples of Urbaneer’s work in collaboration with Rock-

ford Construction projects along Bridge St, images that include the new brewery and the
market rate apartments on Bridge and Alabama St.

Looking at the blog on Urbaneer’s website, one can read about their role in the renova-
tion of the The Morton. The Morton is also a Rockford Construction project, in partner-
ship with the DeVos family’s RDV Corp. In the blog posting Urbaneer states, “The build-
ing once housed the Morton Hotel, which was built in the late 1800s. Rockford Con-
struction began renovations in 2012 to create 99 apartments and a limited number of
condominiums.” What is omitted in the blog post is that the Morton House was used for
Section 8 housing for decades and that the DeVos owned RDV Corp was

given $317.000 in tax breaks by the Downtown Development Authority to re-develop the
Morton House.

So it seems that not only is Start Garden’s appropriation of the word ecosystem an in-
sult to the very notion of what a real ecosystem is, their videos make it clear that their
definition of an ecosystem is really a closed system that facilitates their ability to pro-
mote their own interests and that if the rest of the West Michigan capitalist class.

Who knew the City of Grand Rapids is giving taxpayers money to a
DeVos-owned business?

https://griid.org/2016/09/20/who-knew-the-cit
ey-to-a-devos-owned-business/

We recently discovered that the City of Grand Rapids signed a contract with SG
Ecosystem Inc, one of the DeVos-owned entities, in April of 2016.

In the Memorandum of Understanding, the City of Grand Rapids states it gave the De-
Vos-owned business entity $362,500 on April 1, 2016 and will will give an additional
$181,250 on October 1, 2016 and another $181,250 on January 1, 2017. This means
that by March of 2017, the City of Grand Rapids will have given $725,000 of taxpayer
money to the DeVos-owned entity known as SG Ecosystem Inc.

SG Ecosystem Inc. is an outgrowth of Start Garden, created by Rick DeVos in 2012 as
a venture capital funding source for those seeking to start new businesses. Start Gar-
den has evolved, however, with a for-profit fund called Wakestream, the Start Garden
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Foundation (formerly known as eMerge West Michigan) and SG Ecosystem Inc., which
has the contract with the Grand Rapids Smart Zone, run by the city of Grand Rapids.

According to a Start Garden Media Release, they have been working on this project of
diverting public money with GVSU and the Grand Rapids SmartZone Local Develop-
ment Finance Authority. Mike Morin, CEO of the new Start Garden Ecosystem, said in
the same Media Release, “Start Garden has taken risks on people who want to take
risks, and our region has benefitted from it. As the needs and demands of entrepreneurs
change, we are adapting the ecosystem’s traditional public and private structures.”
Which is just another way of saying, they wanted to divert public money to the private
sector.

“We created eMerge to be the non-profit, go-to resource for early-stage entrepreneur-
ship support in West Michigan, and its programming has brought new visibility and
awareness to the needs of entrepreneurs within the ecosystem. By combining our
forces with Start Garden, we can further realize our efforts that will create a stronger tal-
ent system for West Michigan.” This statement is from Mike Jandernoa, chair of eMerge
West Michigan, member of Talent 2025’s CEO Leadership Council and a part of the
Grand Rapids power structure.

This Media Release from Start Garden was sent out by Brian Burch, who has also been
the PR guy for ArtPrize (another skilled mechanism for diverting public money to the pri-
vate sector) and a Holland City Council member who voted against including LGBTQ
people in the city’s anti-discrimination ordinance.

Many of those who sit on the board of the Grand Rapids SmartZone Local Development
Authority Board are people who have a strong interest in promoting neoliberal capital-
ism and the diversion of public money into private coffers. Some of these board mem-
bers are with the Right Place Inc, the Van Andel Institute, the Michigan Small Business
Development Center (run by the GVSU Seidman School of Business) and the CEO of
the GRAM.

None of this is surprising, however. In fact, it is celebrated as good financial sense even
amongst progressives. This is a direct result of economic austerity measures, meant to
weaken the state and make it more submissive to the private sector. Reduce public ser-
vices, privatize public services and divert funds from the public to the private because it

is more “efficient.” Those are some of the defining elements of what makes up Neoliberal
Capitalism. In this case, brought to you by the DeVos Family.


http://startgarden.com/news/start-garden-restructures-to-facilitate-west-michigan-startup-activity/
http://grcity.us/city-clerk/Pages/Smartzone-Local-Development-Authority-Board.aspx
http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=376
http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=376

Major ArtPrize sponsors host Conference in Grand Rapids: West Mi-
chigan Policy Forum wants to end public sector employee pensions
in Michigan

https://griid.org/2016/09/27/major-artprize-sponsors-host-conference-in-grand-rapids-
west-michigan-policy-forum-wants-to-take-public-sector-pensions-in-michigan/

Every two years, the West Michigan Policy Forum (WMPF) hosts a major conference to
articulate the goals of the most powerful members of the local capitalist class. | use the
term capitalist class, because that is who makes up the WMPF and because their stated
goal is to engage in class warfare, i.e., implement policies at the state level that will
negatively impact working class families and benefit the business class.

In pervious conferences, they made cutting the state business taxes a goal, as well as
making Michigan a Right to Work state. Both of those goals have been accomplished.

The policy goal of this year’s conference was to push further for even more draconian
austerity measures at the state level, with particular emphasis on dismantling pensions
for public sector workers.

In the first morning session of the West Michigan Policy Forum conference

yesterday, David Walker, former Comptroller General of the United Sates and head of
the U.S. Government Accountability Office, presented a study recently conducted by the
multinational corporation PricewaterhouseCoopers. The study looked at seven munici-
palities in Michigan with the basic conclusion that public sector pensions are what is de-
stroying municipal budgets. In fact, Walker, author of the book Comeback America:
Turning the Country Around and Restoring Fiscal Responsibility, referred to public sec-
tor pensions as a “liability” for cities.

The undermining of public sector employee pensions is not a new thing in Michigan.
Governor Snyder has made it part of his larger Neoliberal agenda to do away with pub-
lic sector pensions and other benefits. It has been part of Snyder’s plan to offer revenue
sharing to municipalities only if they met certain requirements, one of them being the at-
tack on public sector employee benefits. The bus driver’s union in Grand Rapids has
been fighting this very issue for nearly two years.

After the presentation by David Walker, based on the PricewaterhouseCoopers study,
there was a panel discussion with four of the five panelists being unabashedly in favor
of more austerity measures being adopted by municipalities. Leading the charge for
cities adopting more austerity measures was John Kennedy, President and CEO of Au-
tocam Medical. Kennedy has been with the West Michigan Policy Forum since its incep-
tion and a major player in the local capitalist class.
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Another cheerleader for the elimination of public sector employee pensions was the City
Manager of Port Huron, James Freed. Freed believes that the function of governments

is to promote free markets and free enterprise, which will lead to “free people.” This
whole theme was reinforced in the afternoon when Governor Snyder himself address
the West Michigan members of the capitalist class.

The keynote speaker for this gathering was Star Parker, President of the Center for Ur-

ban Renewal and Education (CURE). The theme of her talk was, “Market-Based Poli-
cies that are Helping Win the Fight Against Poverty.” Star Parker was the perfect fit for
this conference, since she not only believes in the invisible hand of the market, she is
the perfect person to deliver such a message, since she is an African American woman.

The Center for Urban Renewal and Education mission is to, “Address issues of race
and poverty from a Christian conservative perspective.” Their national advisory
board is made up of people from the Heritage Foundation the Family Research Council,
the Liberty Cousel and the Ashcroft Group.

The Agenda of CURE are the following:
* Pro-Life

« Traditional Family

+ Capitalism

+ Ownership Rights

+ School Choice

+ Personal Retirement Accounts

+ Market-based Healthcare

+ Charity Choice

Star Parker is a regular on far right radio talk shows, like the Rush Limbaugh show,
Sean Hannity and Bill O’Reilly. She once said that_ marriage equality contributes to the

failing of public education. CURE is also a pro-Zionist organization that condemns the
Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions (BDS) campaign.

However, the main reason why Star Parker addressed the capitalist class of Grand
Rapids yesterday, was because of her zealous devotion to market-based solutions to
poverty, to education and to government fiscal responsibility.
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Before the end of the day, the audience also got to hear from two of the second genera-
tion members of the DeVos family, Dick and Doug, but they also heard from liberal capi-
talists like Fred Keller (Cascade Engineering) and Faye Richardson-Green

with Richardson-Green Consulting LLC.

What those who claim to believe in collective liberation and social justice should take
from this gathering of the local capitalist class is, they are well organized and tend to get
the policies they want at the state level. It would be a mistake to simply ignore them or
dismiss them as part of the “rightwing.” The local capitalist class is embedded in so
much of what takes place in West Michigan, which is exactly why this area has

the largest wealthy gap in the entire state.

Peter Secchia, the Grand Rapids Power Structure and the practice of
buying silence

https://griid.org/2016/11/03/peter-secchia-the-grand-rapids-power-structure-and-the-

practice-of-buying-silence/

“Those who own the country ought to govern it.” John Jay 1777

Electoral politics are often brutal, deceptive and often result in strange bedfellows. This
has always been the case in the United States, since the founding fathers constructed a
nation that would institutionalize inequality.

The spectacle of electoral politics makes for great headlines, with a cast of characters
that seem right out of a Marvel comic book. Yet, those who run the country are happy to
keep us entertained and distracted with the electoral spectacle.

Take for example the most recent visit to Grand Rapids by the Donald Trump campaign.

The MLive coverage of the Trump rally on Monday, was just the most recent example of
how electoral politics is nothing more than spectacle, with pictures politicians and loyal
GOP voters.

However, there are always hidden gems in such coverage. Former Ambassador to ltaly,
local businessman and member of the Grand Rapids power structure, Peter Secchia,
had some very instructive things to say about contemporary electoral politics. During the
Trump rally at the Delta Plex, Secchia is quoted as saying, “/ have a message for the
Bushes and Mitt Romney, If you don't want to support Donald Trump: Shut up! If you
don’'t know where you are today, you're a loser.”
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Such smash mouth rhetoric seems like what you might hear at a WWE event, but this is

the norm for contemporary electoral politics in the US. It shouldn’t surprise us, especial-
ly when we consider the source.

Peter Secchia has made millions off of other people’s labor and as a member of the
Grand Rapids power structure he has waged war on the masses, what Henry Giroux
has referred to as, “the expendable class.” Giroux is referring to working class people,
the poor, communities of color, immigrants, people with disabilities, those on the mar-
gins. The very same people that Donald Trump derides and the very same people that
Peter Secchia has contempt for.

Secchia may not use the same language that Trump uses to belittle people, but the pol-
icy goals of Peter Secchia have the same results. Secchia has engaged in this policy
work most recently through the West Michigan Policy Forum, which is made up of the
West Michigan power structure. What this group has been calling for since its inception
in 2008 has been for the elimination of the state business tax, passing a Right to Work
law in Michigan, pushing for greater austerity measures by local & state government,
the privatization of public services and most recently, the elimination of public sector em-

ployee pensions.

Once we come to terms with what Secchia and the rest of the capitalist class is really
about in West Michigan, we realize that what he had to say at the Trump rally was not
all that surprising.

However, the world of electoral politics becomes even more insidious when we look at
how it creates strange bedfellows.

Just last week, during the Mayor’s Tree Planting event, one saw Peter Secchia being
photographed with Grand Rapids Mayor, Rosalyn Bliss. In the photo here, you can see
Secchia with the mayor, but what is more interesting is that they are holding Thank You
cards expressing gratitude for Rich and Helen DeVos. Why did the city find it
necessary to say thank you to the local oligarch’s? According to the City of Grand
Rapids:

“The DeVos Tribute Grove features a plaque honoring Richard and Helen DeVos
for all they have done to beautify and grow our city into what it is today. The

plaque also expresses the community s deep gratitude and love for the couple.”

Secchia did participate in the tree planting event, but more importantly he was engaging
if the politics of access. During the last campaign for mayor in Grand Rapids, Secchia,
along with several other members of the local power structure (JC Huizenga, Kate
Wolters, Scott Brew, Bill Bowling, Robert Woodhouse, Sam Cummings, Doug DeVos,
Steve Van Andel, Scott Bowen, Dan Bowen, Sharon Bowen, Mark Breon, Friends of
West Michigan Business, Ray Kisor, Mark Murray, Scott Wierda, Thomas Cronkright,
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Josh May, Lawrence Duthler, Arnold Mikon, Mark Sellers, Realtors Political Action
Committee, GR Firefighters Union, GR Police Officers Labor Council all contributed be-

tween $500 and $5000 to Bliss’s campaign, according to Campaign Finance records
through Kent County.

Campaign money buys access, but it also buys silence and compromise. In this case, it
means that the policies that Peter Secchia (through the West Michigan Policy Forum)
promotes and the things he said at the Trump rally will not be challenged by local elect-
ed officials, particularly the Mayor. The war on working class people will not be chal-
lenged, nor will the misogynist, white supremacist language and policies of the local
power structure be challenged. In a sense, Secchia telling GOP people who don’t sup-
port Trump to Shut Up, is exactly what he is saying to local politicians who believe they
have to “be strategic” and not alienate those who not only own the city, but govern it.

What Betsy DeVos as Education Secretary Might Look Like
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https://griid.org/2016/11/21/what-betsy-devos-as-education-secretary-might-look-like/

Since last Wednesday, it has been announced that Donald Trump included Betsy DeVos
as a potential nominee for Secretary of Education.

Dozens of news sources have affirmed the possible Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Edu-
cation nomination. Betsy DeVos, who is married to Dick DeVos, is the sister of former
Blackwater CEO, Eric Prince.

Many people in West Michigan have contacted me with this announcement wondering
what it would mean for Betsy DeVos to have a more direct education policy role to play
if she was given the job of Secretary of Education and this article is meant as a re-
sponse to such questions.

However, in addition to looking at what it might mean to have Betsy DeVos as Education
Secretary, it is important that we also look at how the news has framed the potential
nomination and what background has been provided into the role that Betsy DeVos has
played nationally on the privatization of public education.

How the News Media frames a possible DeVos as Education Secretary

There have been dozens of news stories with the Trump announcement of a possible
Betsy DeVos appointment as Education Secretary. Some of those stories have come

from Michigan sources, as would be expected, but there have also been news stories
from DC-based sources.

The Hill on November 15 has the following commentary about Betsy DeVos.

DeVos is a billionaire GOP donor, and her family has been a mainstay in party politics
for decades. She once served as the head of the Michigan Republican Party and is the
current chairwoman of the American Federation for Children, an education advocacy
group pushing school-choice-friendly policies.

The DeVos family made its wealth by helping found the direct-selling company Amway.
And while the family has given millions to Republican causes, it was not an early Trump
backer.

A source familiar with DeVos's thinking said that while she originally supported Common
Core standards at the state level — and funded a group, the Great Lakes Education
Project, that promoted such standards — she opposed Common Core once it became
federalized.

The Washington Times provided a brief comment on November 19, stating:
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At the private golf club, Mr. Trump has meetings scheduled with former D.C. schools
chief Michelle Rhee and school-choice advocate Betsy DeVos, who are considered in
the running for secretary of education in the Trump administration.

Of all the DC beltway sources, the Washington Examiner provides the most substantive
coverage, providing some background information, an interview between Philanthropy
magazine and DeVos, along with the video here that provides some interesting insights
into how Betsy DeVos frames her work in education, where she talks patronizingly
about poor families, how her organization changes policy at the state level and how ed-
ucation that is within the context of the marketplace is the most effective way to teach
children today.

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

Closer to home there has been plenty of stories, but with limited information. The best
story to date has been a Detroit Free Press article, which at least provides some basics
into Betsy DeVos’ interest in education policy and at least mentions two of the main
groups she is part of, the American Federation for Children and the Great Lakes Educa-
tion Project. This was also the first article that made it clear how school voucher pro-
grams would be funded, by stating, vouchers that would allow students to attend private
schools at public expense.

There was a second Detroit News article, but most of it was spent on getting the per-
spective of the Michigan GOP Chairman, Saul Anuzis.

Lastly, there have been a few MLive articles on the possible Betsy DeVos as Education

Secretary, with the most substantive piece written by Brian McVicar. However, the
McVicar article is still quite limited and provides no analysis of what DeVos and the or-
ganizations she is part of are working on in regards to dismantling public education.

Why is Trump interested in Betsy DeVos as Education Secretary?

One of the political arenas that Dick & Betsy DeVos have distinguished themselves in is
their interest in promoting private schools, charter schools and school voucher policies.

Schools and non-public school campaigns have received sizable amounts of funding
from the Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation between 2008 and 2010. Groups such as

the Alliance for School Choice($50,000), the Educational Freedom Fund ($305,000) and
the Florida School Choice Fund are just some of the anti-public school groups to re-

ceive money from the couple’s foundation.

Researcher Rachel Tabachnick identifies Betsy DeVos as the Four Star General of the
School Privatization Movement, in an article she wrote for the Political Research As-
sociates. The article states:
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Rob Boston of Americans United for Separation of Church and State described Betsy
DeVos as the “four-star general” of the school privatization movement shortly after De-
Vos announced the formation of the “new” American Federation for Children (AFC) in
March 2010. As Boston noted, the American Federation for Children was not new, but a
rebranding of an organization called Advocates for School Choice.

The American Federation for Children is now the umbrella organization for two nonprof-
its that have been at the center of the pro-privatization movement for over a decade. In
addition to the renamed Advocates for School Choice, it includes the Alliance for School
Choice, formerly known as the Education Reform Council. Both entities received exten-
sive funding from the late John Walton, one of the Wal-Mart heirs. The boards of the two
related entities included movement leaders Betsy DeVos—scion of a Christian Right fam-
ily who married into the Amway home goods fortune—William Oberndorf, Clint Bolick,
John Kirtley, Steve Friess (son of Foster Friess), James Leininger, John Walton, and
Cory Booker.

These two nonprofits—Alliance for School Choice, a 501(c)(3) and Advocates for School
Choice a.k.a. American Federation for Children, a 501(c)(4)— provided over $17 million in
grants to 35 other national and state-level pro-privatization nonprofits from 2006 to
2010. These grants represented a significant portion of the total budgets for many of the
state organizations. Today Betsy DeVos and John Kirtley are the chair and vice chair of
both boards.

Dick DeVos has his own history with pushing for privatization of public schools, a sub-
ject we looked at in an article written after DeVos commented that the Grand Rapids Pub-
lic Schools might need some attention. Even though Betsy might be the new Secretary of
Education, her husband would certainly play a role, along with both the DeVos and
Prince families.

In 2002. Dick DeVos gave a speech to the conservative think tank, the Heritage Founda-
tion. In that speech DeVos lays out a strategy for attacking and undermining public edu-
cation. Here is a video of that speech:

Try watching this video on www.youtube.com

“That has got to be the battle. It will not be as visible. And, in fact, to the extent that we
on the right, those of us on the conservative side of the aisle, appropriate education
choice as our idea, we need to be a little bit cautious about doing that, because we have
here an issue that cuts in a very interesting way across our community and can cut,
properly communicated, properly constructed, can cut across a lot of historic bound-
aries, be they partisan, ethnic, or otherwise.” Dick DeVos

The Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation is also an important indication of where the couple
provides funding to undermine public education. First, there is the DC-based entity
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called the Alliance for School Choice. In 2013, they contributed $250,000 to this group,
which promotes the privatization of public education.

Another anti-public education source for DeVos philanthropy is the Foundation for Ex-
cellence in Education ($100,000 in 2013). Betsy DeVos sits on the board of directors,
along with Condoleezza Rice and the board president, Jeb Bush.

Lastly, there is the Great Lakes Education Foundation, which has also received sub-
stantial funding from the Dick & Betsy DeVos Foundation. ($200,000 alone in 2013) The
Great Lakes Education Foundation is a source of funding that supports the Great Lakes
Education Project, of which Betsy DeVos is also a board member, along with the DeVos
political operative, Greg McNeilly.

Then there are the funds the DeVos family has contributed directly to the Great Lakes
Education Project which received $250,000 from the DeVos family on July 15 of this
year.

Betsy DeVos is one of the four board members of the Great Lakes Education Project
(GLEP). The GLEP is part of a larger national network of organizations that are working
to undermine public education. The GLEP is the primary entity work on undermining
public education in Michigan and has most recently played a critical role in state policy
decisions on the future of Detroit schools.

DeVos funding of the Great Lakes Education Project just paid off in the most recent
election. GLEP announced that 49 of 53 candidates endorsed by the education advoca-

cy group were successful in yesterday’s general election for the Michigan House of

Representatives. GLEP-endorsed candidates winning yesterday include 25 re-elected in-
cumbents and 24 new legislators.

Betsy DeVos would certainly fit in the new Trump administration, despite the fact that no
one in the DeVos camp gave money directly to the Trump campaign. And even if the
Trump administration decides to pick someone else, you can bet that Betsy DeVos will
play a role in helping to craft federal policy in the same way she has played a critical
role in forming education policy in many states throughout the country.

Why is the GRPS Superintendent praising Betsy DeVos as Trump’s
choice for Education Secretary?
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